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UPDATED TO INCLUDE ALL 12 RAC

RACE ONE: 
STURDY ALLEN is capable of a winning effort off the shelf, has finished in 
the money in four-of-five starts lifetime under the Twin Spires and has 
been in the money in six-of-seven outings in 2016. Four-year-old gelding 
was only beaten three lengths for all the money two starts back vs. open 
company for a quarter in Louisville; choice. SENOR GRITS is eligible for the 
“non-winners-of-three-lifetime” condition but plummets in class from the 
open $40K ranks to face $16,000 claiming company in this affair, and 
trainer Ian Wilkes’ barn had a big Thanksgiving Day in Louisville winning 
three races on the card; the class drop is the biggest attraction. The front-
running GOLDEN MOON is a little faster than SENOR GRITS on paper and 
gets a favorable post position draw on the rail. Bay gelding was the beaten 
favorite at Thistledown in his most recent outing, but he was only four and 
a quarter lengths off the win two starts back under the Twin Spires facing 
open $40K company. He’s eligible for improvement making the third start 
of his current form cycle; looks playable for $16K. TOP GATO is probably a 
little better over a synthetic surface, but he drops in class off his last start 
and just missed against $25K company two starts back in Lexington. Late 
runner should get some pace in front of him on which to close; comes 
running for a minor award. 
  
SELECTIONS: 4-5-1-3 
  
 
RACE TWO: 
RESTLESS RAMBLER looks like the stronger half of a formidable entry 
sent postward by trainer Genaro Garcia, and this speedy son of 
Ghostzapper has :21 and change, :45 and change speed. Three-year-old has 
finished in the money in four-of-six starts lifetime and gave a good account 



	 2	

of himself in his first crack at “non winners of three lifetime” company in 
his last race facing slightly lesser stock in Indiana. There are no world-
beaters in this spot; gate-to-wire candidate. TIZMATIZED, the other half of 
the coupled Garcia entry, is riding a three-race winning streak coming into 
this heat and has retained sharp form while moving up in class in Indiana 
and Ohio. He’s undefeated since being haltered for a nickel back in the 
summer and is eligible for improvement making his third start off a layoff; 
contender. COLTON FIFTY ONE was the recipient of a wide trip, yet was 
only beaten three lengths for all the money in his most recent start in 
Louisville facing similar stock, and he will appreciate turning back a 
furlong in this race. Fosdick barn is hitting at a 20 percent clip for the 
meet; useful in exotic wagers. STATELY OAK was game when clearing the 
“two lifetime” condition in his most recent start, and he has finished in 
three-of-five outings lifetime locally. Bay gelding figures to move forward 
in his second start off the sidelines for a barn that has made the most of 
limited opportunities in 2016; on the fringes. 
  
SELECTIONS: 1(part of entry)-1A(part of entry)-9-3 
 
  
RACE THREE: 
The bay gelding BAD STUDENT loves Churchill Downs, having won six-of-
16 starts lifetime under the Twin Spires, and he is coming off a solid length 
and three-quarter win over similar company 23 days ago in Louisville. He 
sports consistent form on the main track and responds to Leparoux’s 
handling; horse for the course. BUCK MAGIC makes his first start off the 
claim for the venerable Jack Van Berg, and his new charge is another that 
has an affinity for Churchill, having placed in eight-of-11 starts lifetime 
under the Twin Spires. Son of Broken Vow has won three of his past four 
starts going six and a half furlongs and should get a good trip stalking the 
pace from his inside post draw; contender. GERMAINE’S BOY finished 
fourth, beaten two and a half lengths for the win, in the key prep for this 
race in his most recent start in Louisville, and he has finished in the money 
in seven-of-12 starts in 2016. He is the controlling speed of the race on 
paper, but the blinkers come off in this spot; hangs on for part with a top 
try. MY NAME IS HEBE made a move at the quarter-pole but came up 
empty in the drive and was third, beaten two and a quarter lengths buy the 
top choice I his last start. All three of his wins this year have come against 
lesser stock; tab for a minor award. 
  
SELECTIONS: 8-1-4-5 
  
 
RACE FOUR: 
CORINTHIAN’S GLORY is two lengths and change from winning her past 
three starts, and she has been razor-sharp off the claim for trainer Kelly 
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Ackerman, whose outfit is wining at a 30 percent clip for the year. Bay 
mare may have been a bit short off the layoff in her most recent start, and 
five of her seven lifetime wins have come at this six furlong trip on dirt; 
tighter this time. SECRETS OF SUMMER aired at 27-1 in her last race, 
where she unleashed a nice turn of foot to rally from off the pace up the rail 
to beat similar company by open lengths in Louisville on November 11. Bay 
daughter of Sharp Humor is bred to sprint and loves the environs at 
Churchill having won four-of-six starts lifetime under the Twin Spires; 
horse for the course. BANDOLERA’S GOLD was the recipient of a wide trip 
and finished behind the top two choices in her most recent start in 
Louisville, and she hasn’t had her picture taken since the spring. She 
improved in her first start off the claim and has won thirty percent of her 
starts lifetime under the Twin Spires, but all three of her wins this year 
have been at Tampa; likely for part, taking a stand against for top honors. 
ROCKAROO won her last start off the sidelines and has been first or second 
in three-of-four starts this year. Chestnut mare is at her best going six-
furlongs on the main track; best effort yields a minor award. 
  
SELECTIONS: 5-2-7-1 
  
 
RACE FIVE: 
PELONCILLO ran well in her only previous start on the main track, where 
she was beaten a length for all the money facing maiden allowance 
company at Ellis Park back in the summer. Well-bred juvenile filly drops in 
for a tag for the first time and should appreciate turning back to a one-turn 
race in this spot. Bay should get a good trip stalking the pace from her 
inside post draw; choice on the drop. TWISTED MINDS turns back in 
distance, gets blinkers, drops in class and will try the dirt for the first time 
in this spot looking for form reversal. Her best efforts on grass have come 
in two-turn heats, but she is bred top and bottom to relish the surface 
change to dirt; turf-to-dirt angle looks playable. The North Carolina-bred 
DRIP BREW has been hooking tougher maiden allowance company in New 
York, and she will make her first start for a tag in this spot. She has some 
early speed in a race where there are not a lot of front-running types 
assembled; class drop is the primary allure. MOTHER GINGER’s best 
previous efforts have been in one-turn races, and she turns back in 
distance in this spot. She’s another that will try the main track for the first 
time and is by a sire who was a classic winner on dirt. She was in over her 
head in her last start at Keeneland; improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-8-6    
 
 
RACE SIX: 
PRUDENCE gave a good account of herself in her first start against winners 
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at Keeneland, where she split horses in the drive and finished a 
diminishing length and three-quarters off the win at 7-1. Three-year-old 
daughter of Pleasantly Perfect will get pace in front of her on which to 
close, and trainer Rusty Arnold’s outfit has been en fuego this meet; gets 
the nod. ANYTHINGYOUCANDO has finished in the money in five of her 
past six starts and was only beaten a neck by the quality mare Place Des 
Vosges in her most recent outing facing starter allowance company at 
Keeneland. Bay daughter of Curlin should get a good strip stalking the pace 
under Florent Geroux; contender. SPINNING WHEEL has never been off 
the board from six previous lifetime starts, and she has a license to 
improve in her second race off a lengthy layoff in this spot. Well-bred 
daughter of Smart Strike (she’s out of a Storm Cat mare) will try two-turns 
on the grass for the first time in this race but is bred top and bottom to 
relish the trip and the going. She makes up half of a formidable, uncoupled 
entry sent postward by Rusty Arnold; dirt-to-turf angle looks live. CORBY 
is a healthy 20-1 on the morning line and has sneaky good turf form (three 
and a quarter lengths off eventual Grade 1 winner Time and Motion in the 
maiden ranks), and she has shown improvement of late against winners. 
She has finished in the money in fifty percent of her lifetime starts; 
wouldn’t ignore. 
  
SELECTIONS: 6-10-1-9 
 
 
RACE SEVEN: 
SKY WONDER demonstrated improvement in his first start for the Chris 
Richard barn, an outfit that is hitting at a 43 percent clip at the tilt. Son of 
Sky Mesa had to steady entering the stretch in his most recent start, yet 
managed to finish a diminishing length and three-quarters off the win 
facing similar company. He should be tighter making his second start off a 
brief freshening; choice. MORE THAN SHIRL is unproven on the dirt, but 
he hooked a buzzsaw in Rhythm Park in his last start and drops back into 
conditioned claiming company in his second start off the claim for trainer 
Mike Maker. Bay gelding will appreciate turning back in distance; threat. 
SHUPANGA has put forth a pair of solid efforts since returning to the races 
from a lengthy layoff back in October, and the ridgling is eligible for 
improvement making his third start off a layoff in this spot. He bobbled at 
the start in his first race off the shelf in Lexington, and he was bothered 
turning for home in his most recent outing; threat with a clean trip. CRUSH 
ran like he needed his last start off the sidelines, and he drops in class in 
this affair. The only prior win of his career was over a “sloppy,” sealed 
racetrack, but he has a license for improvement making the second start of 
his current form cycle; class drop is the biggest attraction. 
  
SELECTIONS: 4-1-7-9 
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RACE EIGHT—The Dream Supreme: 
The lightly-raced filly FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM is the even-money favorite 
on the morning line—which is probably low—but this daughter of Twirling 
Candy is fast and talented, having won four-of-five starts lifetime, the last 
two coming in wire-to-wire fashion in rapid times. The only blemish on her 
record came in the Rachel Alexandra Stakes (G2) at Oaklawn back in 
February, and she has since had time to grown up and develop. Sophomore 
miss made short work of “three other than” allowance company when 
facing older horses for the first time. They’ll have to catch her to beat her; 
choice. MOIETY won her main track debut for fun, where she stalked a hot 
pace and bested a field of “two other than” allowance foes by seven and a 
half lengths. Well-bred daughter of Bernardini’s form improved further 
with the addition of blinkers, and she is eligible for improvement making 
her second start off the shelf in this affair; contender. I’M A LOOKER ran a 
big race in her last start off a layoff, and she has been first or second in 
five-of-eight starts lifetime under the Twin Spires. She ran well to split a 
field of eight in a Grade 2 stakes race in her most recent race, where she 
was only beaten two lengths and change for all the money; useful in exotic 
wagers. COVEY TRACE has run well at Churchill in the past and has won 
50 percent of her starts in 2016. Chestnut has won three of her past four 
outings on dirt and is a Grade 3 stakes winner on the main track this year. 
She’s 12-1 on the morning line; can bolster exotic payoffs. 
  
SELECTIONS: 6-5-2-1 
 
 
RACE NINE: 
The Langfuhr filly FUHRIOUSLY KISSED is a talented individual, and she 
has won two-of-three starts lifetime under the Twin Spires. Late-running 
filly rallied from off the pace in her first crack at “two other than” 
allowance company, overcame a troubled trip and finished two lengths off 
the win over a Keeneland surface that wasn’t kind to closers. Chestnut will 
appreciate Churchill’s longer stretch and will get honest fractions in front 
of her in this spot to set up her late run; mows down her rivals in the 
stretch. ROYAL OBESSION is undefeated outside of graded stakes 
company, and the only poor race of her career came in the Kentucky Oaks 
(G1), where she was bumped at the start and got pinched back. Gray/roan 
filly fetched over a million dollars twice at public auction and owns a win 
over the local strip. On the down side, she may be looking toward a winter 
campaign and may not be fully cranked for this race at short odds; likely 
for part, taking a stand against for top honors. IMPROV is a front-running 
filly that has put forth solid efforts in a pair of starts since returning from a 
brief freshening back in September, and she has been first-or-second in 
two-of-three starts lifetime in Louisville. She’ll have company on the front-
end but is eligible for improvement making her third start off the shelf; 
hangs on for part with a top effort. The consistent bay mare CIARAN’S 
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PRIZE has finished in the money in 15-of-23 starts lifetime, and she has 
run well at Churchill in the past, finishing third against similar company 
under the Twin Spires last fall. She’ll make her first start for the Wayne 
Catalano barn in this spot and won her last start off the sidelines; minor 
award candidate. 
  
SELECTIONS: 2-11-6-10 
  
 
RACE TEN—The Mrs. Revere (G2): 
On paper, this year’s renewal of the Mrs. Revere (G2) is a two-horse race 
between HARMONIZE and HAWKSMOOR (Ire), the second and third place 
finishers in Keeneland’s prestigious Queen Elizabeth II Challenge Cup (G1). 
That said, I’ll give a slight edge to the Irish-bred HAWKSMOOR (Ire), who 
has shown improvement since getting blinkers four starts back, and he ran 
huge in his stateside debut when getting Lasix for the first time, finishing a 
head off the win against Grade 1 company. Bay filly will make her first 
start for the high-percentage Arnaud Delacour barn in this spot and still 
has room for improvement making her third start off a lengthy layoff; 
rates slight edge. HARMONIZE finished a short nose to the good of the top 
choice in the QEII (G1) at Keeneland in her last start, and she ran well in 
her lone prior appearance over the Matt Winn turf course. Daughter of 
Scat Daddy is a Grade One winner on the grass this year, and is another 
entrant that has improved with equipment change to blinkers-on. She 
loves a mile and a sixteenth on turf; formidable. LINDA is a nice filly that 
has never run a bad race, and her form has improved since she tried the 
grass. She ran a big race in her most recent outing over “soft” ground in 
Lexington in her first start off a brief respite, and she figures to be tighter 
this time around. She’s 12-1 on the morning line; lots to like. 
SHELBYSMILE is a lightly-raced filly that has won four-of-six starts 
lifetime, the most recent of which coming in a minor stakes at Woodbine 20 
days ago. Well-bred Smart Strike filly (she’s out of a Storm Cat mare) gets 
a positive rider change to Javier Castellano and has won her past four 
starts over uniform turf courses. She’s 10-1 on the morning line; has the 
looks of an overlay. 
  
SELECTIONS: 11-8-6-13      
 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Clark Handicap Presented By Norton Healthcare (G1): 
I’ll take a stab with the price play SHAMAN GHOST (8-1 on the morning 
line) in this year’s renewal of the Clark Handicap (G1), as the bay son of 
Ghostzapper hasn’t missed the trifecta in his past nine starts, and he won 
the Woodward (G1) in his first crack at a nine-furlong trip on the main 
track. He’s capable of a winning effort off the shelf and makes up half of a 
solid, uncoupled entry sent postward by trainer Jimmy Jerkens, who won 



	 7	

this race last year; big shot at a price. HOPPERTUNITY leads this field in 
career earnings, was a game second in this race last year and has never 
been off the board from three starts lifetime under the Twin Spires. Five-
year-old has been facing Grade One and Grade Two company exclusively 
since last summer, and he finished well to be fourth in the Breeder’s Cup 
Classic (G1) in his most recent outing. Consistent bay rarely finishes worse 
the fourth facing top-class company, and I have a lot of respect for his 
consistency and durability; foolish to slight his chances. NOBLE BIRD has 
won three of his past five starts by a combined total of 18 and a half lengths, 
and he has been first or second in three-of-four starts lifetime in Louisville. 
Chestnut son of Birdstone likes to win and has room for improvement 
making his third start of his current form cycle. Is arguably at his best going 
nine furlongs on dirt; contender. EFFINEX gamely won this race last year 
and is a two-time Grade 2 stakes winner going a route of ground on the main 
track in 2016. New York-bred was taken out of the game early when he 
came out at the start and was bumped around in the Breeder’s Cup Classic 
(G1) in his most recent outing, and he still has room for improvement 
making his third start off a layoff; can win this again with a top effort. 
  
SELECTIONS: 4-9-6-2 
  
 
RACE TWELVE: 
ANIAR was only beaten five and a half lengths when moving up in class in 
his most recent start and the winner of that race, Bad Student, came back 
to win a $5K starter allowance heat on Friday’s card at Churchill. Chestnut 
gelding has finished in the money in fifty percent of his starts lifetime 
under the Twin Spires, and he has hit the trifecta in nine of his last twelve 
races; rates slight edge. HIGH DOLLAR KITTEN moves up class in this spot 
and will make his first start for a new outfit, but he has been competitive in 
the $10-$16,000 claiming class level at Indiana Grand this year and is 
eligible for improvement making his third start off the sidelines in this 
spot. He should get a good trip stalking the pace under Lanerie; contender. 
MOON GUN has been first or second in two-of-five starts lifetime under the 
Twin Spires, and he has fired from off the pace in four of his past five 
starts; rallies for part of the purse money with a top try. BRACIGLIANO 
has finished in the money in five-of-six starts lifetime going a mile on the 
main track, and he will make his first start off the claim for a new outfit in 
this affair; best effort yields a minor award. 
  
SELECTIONS: 2-5-11-10 


