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RACE ONE: 
DUKES UP is one of several in this soft $50K maiden claiming event that 
slides in for a tag, and he seemed to benefit from the extended time off 
finishing an honest second at Indiana Grand on the grass in his last start. 
It’s worth noting that he was a length to the good of Trovatore in that race, 
and that rival came back to run second in a maiden allowance race on 
yesterday’s card at 18-1. Clearly he’s better on turf and the Churchill dirt 
form is lackluster, but he has a license to improve in his second start off 
the sidelines and is 8-1 on the morning line; value play. ROUSTABOUT has 
failed to hit the board in three prior outings hooking tougher company, but 
his connections seem to be grasping at straws looking for form reversal, as 
he drops in class, gets an equipment change and shows up as a gelding; has 
the looks of an underlay at 8-5 on the morning line. The late-running 
BURNTWOOD likes second and third money, but he makes his first start for 
a tag and is at his best going a mile and a sixteenth on the main track. Bay 
colt responds to Rocco’s handling and should move forward in his second 
start off a lengthy layoff; improvement expected. NSEVENTEEN has never 
hit the board and was clobbered in his only previous start on dirt, though 
he has been hooking tougher company and catches a weak field in this 
spot; class drop is the primary allure. 
 
SELECTIONS:  6-1-5-3 
 
 
RACE TWO: 
CERRO (Ire) hasn’t had his picture taken since the spring, however he 
drops in class in this spot and should appreciate stretching out to a mile, a 
distance at which he has won three-of-five starts. He had no kick the 
stretch drive in his most recent start at Keeneland hooking tougher stock 
and was game when last seen for a $50K tag at Saratoga. Mud lark will be 
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double-tough if rain, which is in the forecast, sets in, as he has won four-of-
six starts lifetime over an off-track including a minor stakes at Aqueduct 
back in April; choice. MORNING BUZZ’s form has improved off the layoff, 
and he has been sharp this year having been first or second in seven of 
nine starts in 2016. Bay son of Congrats likes the one-turn mile at 
Churchill and is only three lengths and change shy of winning his past five 
starts. His form looks even better if you draw a line through the Kentucky 
Downs race on turf; plenty to like. SHARP ART makes his first start off the 
claim in this spot, but he has run well at Churchill in the past, including a 
game second-place effort facing similar company last fall. His form has 
been consistent this year hooking comparable adversaries, and he has 
finished in the money in six-of-seven starts this year; rates a look in a well-
matched field. WHYRUAWESOME may be in a tick over his head hooking 
open $50K company and a mile may be a bit beyond his scope, but he has 
won four of seven starts this year and likes Churchill Downs. Front-
runner  doesn’t appear to be as quick as the top choice and could get used-
up early if a speed duel unfolds; hangs on for part with a top try. 
 
SELECTIONS:  6-5-1-4 
 
 
RACE THREE: 
The chestnut gelding ALABAMA SLIM has been, rightfully so, a sought-
after commodity at the claim box of late and will make his first start for a 
new outfit in this mile and a sixteenth conditioned claiming affair.  Son of 
Flatter has retained sharp form while creeping up in class and has finished 
in the money in seven-of-nine starts this year. Like the way he won clear in 
his first crack at this mile and a sixteenth trip; contender. RUN LIKE ELLE 
demonstrated a nice turn of foot when clearing the “non winners of two” 
lifetime condition in his last start hooking lesser company at Belterra, but 
he was only three and a half lengths off the top choice two starts back on 
the grass at Ellis Park. He steps up in class, but beat a next-out winner in 
his last outing and there are no world-beaters in here; threat. STAR DOG 
finished fifth of 12 facing open $5K company in his last start, beaten two 
and a half lengths for all the money, and is at his best going a mile and a 
sixteenth on dirt. Both of his previous wins have been at Remington, 
however; useful in the exotics. OUT OF THE TRAPPE’s form has been dull of 
late, though he does own a nice win by open lengths over similar company 
in an off-the-turf race at Ellis Park back in July. Subpar local record is a 
concern; top effort yields minor award.  
 
SELECTIONS:  3-6-2-4 
 
 
RACE FOUR: 
DAN THE GO TO MAN ran like he needed his last start off a layoff, where he 
attended a moderate pace and came up empty in the drive hooking a 
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tougher bunch of entry-level allowance types at Keeneland. Smoke Glacken 
colt’s form against winners has been suspect, though the lone win of his 
career came over a muddy track and there is rain in the forecast for 
Thursday in Louisville. He came back out of his last race to post a bullet 
half-mile work in :47 flat in Lexington; tighter this time. CONDOMINIUM 
looks to bit a bit quicker from the opening bell than BIG SQUEEZE and 
DOUBLE DARE, who both break to his inside, so he figures to be the 
controlling speed in this six-furlong sprint. Finally got the maiden win in 
his last start, where he was ultra-game setting a quick pace and holding on 
for a nose win in a heat that went in a swift 1:10 1/5. He will test winners 
for the first time and is vulnerable over an off track; sends mixed signals. 
ENTERTAINER is multiple minor stakes-placed this year at this three-
quarter of a mile trip, but he’s a late-running colt that has a penchant for 
minor awards. He has been stuck in this condition since February and is 
zero-for-six lifetime under the Twin Spires; moves up in the slop; has the 
looks of a minor award candidate. The well-bred colt BIG SQUEEZE has 
been sharp in both his previous starts off a layoff, and his form looks even 
better if you throw out the race at Kentucky Downs over an unorthodox 
turf course and the effort in the Lexington Stakes (G3) back in the spring; 
Louisville connections like to win under the Twin Spires; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS:  7-4-3-1 
 
 
RACE FIVE: 
JOEY B is a deserved 9-5 morning line favorite in the day’s fifth, a $15K 
maiden claiming affair going seven-furlongs of the main track, as he drops 
down in class off a solid effort for the high-percentage Brad Cox outfit. Son 
of Freud got fanned-out but finished well in the debut run, and he should 
get a good trip stalking the pace under Robby Albarado; formidable. THE 
LAST PROPHET was a one-paced second when dropping down to the$15K 
class level his most recent start, though he gets blinkers for the first time 
in this spot for an outfit searching for its first win of the year. Son of 
Student Council acts as if he will benefit from the extra sixteenth of a mile, 
and he has a license to move forward in the third start of his career; 
contender. SHARP GAME lunged and was in tight at the start in his career 
debut vs. similar company, where he stalked the pace and came up empty 
in the stretch. He gets a weight-break with the 10-pound bug girl Clawson 
named to ride, and trainer Dunn has made the most of limited 
opportunities this year. He’s 15-1 on the morning line; improves at a price. 
CHOPSTICKS is a first-time starter that is well-meant debuting for a 
$15,000 tag, and he gets the hot-riding Chris Landeros for the assignment. 
He has been breezing consistently in Indiana for Mike Maker; more 
interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS:  9-6-12-10 
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RACE SIX: 
The Indiana-bred filly PICABOO ROSE was a game second in her only 
previous start facing open company, which was under the Twin Spires last 
fall. Bay miss has been second in 50 percent of her starts lifetime, but 
drops in class to catch a soft field in this spot; threat on or near the lead. 
The lone also-eligible NEAK UP ON YA merits consideration should she 
draw into the race. Daughter of Neko Bay will try winners for the first time 
but has been first or second in both her previous outings at Churchill and is 
capable of a winning effort off the sidelines; contender if she goes postward. 
PATSY EM gave a good account of herself in her first start against winners, 
where she rallied from a wide post draw to finish fourth of 11 hooking 
similar company. Like the turn back to six furlongs, and she’s sitting on a 
bullet half-mile move at Ellis Park since her last start; loving 15-1 on the 
morning line. GREELY’S STRIKER is a closer that is zero for 12 lifetime in 
Louisville but has finished in the money in seven of those starts. She 
showed minor improvement when dropping in class in her last race; seems 
destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS:  5-13 (also-eligible)-8-2 
 
 
RACE SEVEN: 
GLORY TO KITTEN broke slow but finished well while wide to be beaten 
four and a half lengths in her career debut, where she went off favored 
hooking a tough lot of maiden allowance foes going a mile on the Matt Winn 
course. She was stopped on after that race and returns to the races off a 
four month and change layoff in this affair, but she’s been training 
forwardly during her down time; improvement expected. LEAD ALONG is 
another that returns to the races off an extended layoff, but she’s been 
hooking tougher maiden allowance company in Florida and New York. 
Smart Strike filly is sitting on a sharp local half-mile work in :47 3/5; 
contender. JOYFUL JOYFUL has yet to put for a poor effort from two 
previous starts, both of which were on the turf at Ellis Park and Indiana 
Grand, respectively. Kitten’s Joy filly should get a ground-saving trip on 
the hedge and is a tantalizing 8-1 on the morning line; lots to like. The also-
eligible GIADA VEGAS rallied from well off the pace in her only previous 
start on the grass, where she broke slow and finished fifth of 13, beaten 
five lengths for all the money. Scat Daddy filly didn’t care for the main 
track in her latest outing and gets blinkers today; worth a look if she runs. 
 
SELECTIONS:  6-11-1-15 (also-eligible) 
 
 
RACE EIGHT: 
NICE NOT NICE was the victim of a troubled trip in his most recent start, 
where he broke awkwardly and was in tight quarters inside the quarter-
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pole. He was a good second behind Balandeen, who ran well at Churchill on 
opening day, in his first start against winners, which came in a sprint at 
Churchill back in September; formidable in the third start of his current 
form cycle. JUNKET owns a back-class advantage, having placed in a pair 
of stakes at Woodbine over the Tapeta surface, and he has demonstrated 
effective tactical speed over the synthetic going. He’s bred top and bottom 
to handle the surface change; contender. KID LEROY is a little cheap, but 
he’s yet to run a bad race and gave a good account himself moving up in 
class in his last start; like his chances even more over an off main track; 
worth look at 15-1 on the morning line. GO OSHIE GO probably needed his 
last start off an extended layoff, where he was one-paced in the lane 
hooking lesser stock in his first race on dirt; improves in his second start 
off the shelf for Landeros. 
 
SELECTIONS:  5-7-2-6  
 
 
RACE NINE: 
EMMZY is a need-the-lead type of filly, but she figures to get it in this spot, 
as there isn’t a lot of front-running types assembled and she draws the rail 
in this compact field. Chestnut miss won her past two starts outside of 
stakes company in Southern California. Improvement expected in her 
second start off a lengthy layoff; wire-to-wire candidate at short odds. 
ALOTTA SKIRT was a non-factor in her last outing at Keeneland, where 
she was bumped at the start and never picked up the bit, finishing last, 
beaten 15 and a half lengths. Chestnut figured to need that effort off the 
sidelines and has run well at Churchill in the past. :47 flat bullet work since 
there last race noted; expect a better effort. MISS MO KELLY finished well 
from off the pace at Keeneland in her last start over a surface that was not 
kind to closers. Bay filly was seven-wide in the stretch in that heat, and 
she’s never ben worse than second under the Twin Spires; comes running 
for a share of the purse. DREAM DANCE is another closer that was 
compromised by an eventful start in her most recent outing, but she won’t 
get a lot pace in front of her on which to close in this spot; seems destined 
for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS:  1-2-4-7  
 
  
RACE TEN: 
The Curlin colt SCISSORS AND TAPE drops in class off a layoff and hooks a 
soft field of $30K “non-winners-of-two-lifetime” adversaries in this spot. 
Front-runner should make the lead from the opening bell, and the 
connections though enough of this colt to try him in the Secretariat (G1) at 
Arlington back in the summer; looks dangerous on the drop. STAR CROSS 
is a lightly-raced, improving colt that has run well in his past two turf 
starts at Indiana Grand facing comparable company. He gets wheeled back 
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off 13 days rest in this spot and has a license to improve in the second start 
of his current form cycle; contender. DEEP EXPLORER just-missed at 
nearly 21-1 in his last start at this class level over undulating terrain at 
Kentucky Downs, and he was only three-parts of a length off the win in his 
only prior start over the Matt Winn course. He has a penchant for show 
dough, however; useful in exotic wagers. SHINY BADGE has finished in the 
money in fifty percent of his turf starts lifetime, but tends to like a turf 
course with a bit of cut in the ground. He drops in class off his last start, 
however, and is well-spotted in this conditioned $30K claiming heat; threat 
stalking the pace. 
 
SELECTIONS:  9-11-10-7 


