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Spot Play updated record (through 12/17/16): 
6-2-1-0 (top selection) 
33% winners 
50% in the money 
 
 
SPOT PLAYS: Santa Anita Park 
December 26, 2016 
 
 
RACE SIX—The San Simeon (G3) 
(6:00 P.M. Eastern):  
HE WILL has finished in the money in 80 percent of his starts lifetime and 
is three lengths and change shy of winning his past four races off a lengthy 
layoff for trainer Jerry Hollendorfer. Cal-bred son of Cyclotron turns back 
in distance and has put forth a pair of solid efforts in the past over the 
downhill turf course going six and a half panels in Arcadia. He steps up in 
class which will ensure a good price in this wide-open heat, and I like the 
way he cleared the “two-other than” allowance condition in his first start at 
that class level, demonstrating a rapid turn of foot to win a mile and 
sixteenth heat by open lengths in 1:40 1/5; looks live at overlaid odds. 
HOLY LUTE split the field in the Breeder’s Cup Turf Sprint (G1) in his last 
start over Santa Anita’s turf course, where he was sixth of 14, beaten three 
and a half lengths for the win at 22-1. Son of Midnight Lute won a division 
of the Eddie D. Stakes (G3) on the weeds at Santa Anita back in the fall and 
has been first or second in sixty percent of his starts lifetime going six and 
a half furlongs on grass. He leads the field in career earnings; contender. 
JIMMY BOUNCER has been lightly raced this year and is a neck shy of 
being a perfect three-for-three in 2016. Square Eddie gelding ran well in 
his only previous start over the downhill turf course, where he re-rallied to 
finish third but was disqualified to fourth for drifting out in the lane. He 
stretches out off his past four starts but is an appealing 12-1 on the 
morning line; has the looks of an overlay. RICHARD’S BOY is a fast fellow 
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and will be on or near the early lead in this downhill turf sprint, and he 
hasn’t missed the exacta in his past five starts, four of those efforts coming 
against stakes company. He has finished first or second in five-of-six starts 
lifetime going six and a half furlongs on the weeds, and the gray responds 
to jockey Victor Espinoza’s handling; foolish to slight his chances. 
  
SELECTIONS: 9-12-1-8 
  
 
RACE SEVEN—The La Brea (G1) 
(6:30 P.M. Eastern):  
The fleet of foot FINLEY’SLUCKYCHARM is the “speed of the speed” in this 
seven furlong affair and has reeled off three consecutive wins at Churchill 
Downs by a combined total of 20 ¦ lengths, the most recent of which in a 
minor stakes in 1:08 2/5. The knocks on this daughter of Twirling Candy 
are the step up in class to grade one company and the fact that she’s 
unproven beyond three-quarters of a mile in a race where she figures to set 
a pressured pace over an unfamiliar surface. The positives are she’s bred 
top and bottom to stay seven eighths of a mile, she’s the fastest horse in 
the race on paper, and she figures to go off in the 5-2, 3-1 price range with 
the likes of LIGHTSTREAM, CONSTELLATION, and ENOLA GRAY all 
figuring to garner attention at the betting windows. They’ll have to catch 
her to beat her; choice. LIGHTSTREAM’s only lackluster effort from six 
previous starts was in the Mother Goose (G1) at Belmont Park back in the 
summer going a mile and a sixteenth (one-turn), and she’s a seven-furlong 
specialist that has won three-of-four starts lifetime at this sometimes 
tricky seven-panel trip. Late-running bay daughter of Harlan’s Holiday is 
the lone graded stakes winner in the field, won a grade two stakes in her 
last start off the shelf and has been training forwardly in South Florida 
during her time away from the races. She’s a perfect three-for-three with 
Leparoux in the boot, and his mount will get a honest pace in front of her to 
set up her late run; major player. CONSTELLATION made short work of 
minor stakes company in Arizona at 30 cents on the dollar in her first 
start for Hall of Fame trainer Jerry Hollendorfer and she’s grade one 
stakes placed going seven furlongs on dirt. Daughter of Bellamy Road 
doesn’t have an eye-catching pedigree, yet fetched $800,000 at public 
auction as a two-year-old, meaning she must be impressive physically. 
Chestnut has finished in the money in six-of-seven starts lifetime and is 
eligible for improvement making the second start of her current form 
cycle. She’s should get a good trip stalking swift early splits; contender. 
The well-named California-bred ENOLA GRAY is a crack filly that has 
never been worse than second in her career and will get tested for class 
stepping up to open, grade one stakes company in this heat. Gray/roan 
daughter of Grazen is four lengths shy of being undefeated, is a perfect two-
for-two lifetime on the main track in Arcadia and gets a positive rider 
switch to Mike Smith, who is always tough in stakes races. She couldn’t 
handle fellow entrant CHAO CHOM at ten cents on the dollar against 
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restricted company going seven furlongs in her most recent start and gets 
the class test in this spot. She’s fast, however, and figures to press the top 
choice from the opening bell; speedy miss hangs on for part with a top 
effort. 
  
SELECTIONS: 3-2-4-7 
  
 
RACE EIGHT—The Malibu (G1) 
(7:00 P.M. Eastern):  
I like the fact that the South Florida-based SHARP AZTECA has been in 
Southern California for a couple weeks and has a pair of sharp breezes over 
the strip in Arcadia, and he rates a slight edge in this competitive seven-
furlong event. Speedy son of Freud is capable of rating off a hot pace (see 
Pat Day Mile (G3) win) and his past two losses have come at the hands of 
stakes winners Texas Chrome and Tom’s Ready. He was razor-sharp in his 
first start off a three-month plus layoff in the $100,000 City of Laurel 
Stakes in his most recent outing, where he won by open lengths covering 
seven-eighths in a snappy 1:22 flat. Like the fact that top South Florida-
based jockey Edgard Zayas accompanies his mount West, and this colt has 
room for improvement making his second start off the sidelines. He’ll have 
six weeks between starts off the huge run in Maryland, and the 3-1 
morning line price seems fair; choice. The gritty closer MIND YOUR 
BISCUITS hasn’t had his picture taken since the summer, when he won the 
Amsterdam (G2) at Saratoga going six and a half furlongs in his first start 
against open company. Chestnut son of Posse ran a huge race at 15-1 to be 
third, beaten a length and a quarter for all the money, in the Breeder’s Cup 
Sprint (G1) in his first start outside of his native New York, and he has 
stepped up his game since young trainer Robert Falcone put blinkers on his 
charge. His zero-for-three lifetime record going seven furlongs is a bit of a 
concern, and he has a couple of coast-to-coast ships under his belt. He’s 
capable of running a winning race off the shelf, however, and he’s sitting on 
a bullet half-mile local move in :47 1/5. He should get honest splits in front 
of him to set up his closing move; contender. The consistent JAZZY TIMES 
is a fast colt that figures to be a early pace factor in this spot, and he has 
never been off the board in seven previous starts. He was only beaten a 
length and a half in his only prior race going seven furlongs in the 
$101,000 Damascus Stakes, where he set a hot pace, gave up a clear lead 
and was beaten by the four-year-old, next-out winner Silent Bird. Recent 
half-mile work in :46 1/5 indicates he’s on his toes; speedy son of 
Discreetly Mine hangs on for part with a top try. MOR SPIRIT makes up a 
third of a three-pronged, uncoupled Bob Baffert entry in this race, and the 
grade one winner holds a back-class advantage over the field. 
Pennsylvania-bred ridgling hasn’t been seen at the races since splitting the 
field in the Kentucky Derby (G1) back in the Spring at nearly 13-1, but he 
has been sharp in the A.M. during his time away from the races, and he 
won a grade three stakes race in his last start off the shelf. Son of 
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Eskendereya attracts the services of Mike Smith and has never missed the 
exacta in Arcadia; can’t eliminate with confidence. 
  
SELECTIONS: 7-2-5-8 
  
 
RACE NINE—The Mathis Brothers Mile (G2) 
(7:30 P.M. Eastern):  
The son of Into Mischief CONQUEST ENFORCER will make his West Coast 
debut for the high-percentage Phil D’Amato outfit in this grade two heat, as 
he was sold for $785,000 as part of the Conquest Stables, LLC total 
dispersal at Keeneland last month. Bay colt broke his maiden in a 
restricted stakes race at Woodbine and all three of his wins this year have 
come in black-type events. He stretches out off his past three starts and 
figures to be on or near the early lead, though he does sport a versatile 
running style in sprints and seems tractable enough to rate if such tactics 
are employed by jockey Flavien Prat. He’s capable of running a winning 
race off the sidelines, and he sports a quartet of sharp works locally since 
shipping to Southern California; rates top billing. The consistent 
MITTERSILL (IRE) has finished in the money in six-of-eight starts lifetime, 
but has suffered three tough beats in a trio of starts stateside for trainer 
Paddy Gallagher. Bay colt seems to prefer “firm” ground, has a reliable 
closing kick and his form has improved with Lasix. The step up in class to 
graded stakes company will ensure an honest price (he’s 8-1 on the 
morning line); don’t ignore. ISOTHERM gets wheeled back off 23 days rest 
off a lackluster effort in the Hollywood Derby (G1), where he didn’t have 
the cleanest of trips and was a non-threatening ninth, beaten six lengths 
for all the money. Three-year-old colt is winless in six starts this year 
facing primarily graded stakes company, but he should appreciate the cut 
back in distance in this spot, and his form over “firm” ground outside of 
grade one company is honest. Jockey Kent Desormeaux knows the Santa 
Anita turf course like the back of his hand and is always tough in stakes 
races; useful in exotic wagers. TUSK returns to the races off an extended 
layoff to face grade two stakes company, but he’s a consistent son of Tapit 
that has finished in the money in five-of-six turf starts lifetime for trainer 
Graham Motion. He’s eligible for the non-winners-of-two-lifetime condition, 
but he has a reliable closing move from off the pace and is 15-1 on the 
morning line; can bolster exotic payoffs. 
  
SELECTIONS: 4-1-6-11 
  
 
$2 Pick Four (part-wheel): 
1,9,12/2,3/2,7/1,4 =$48 
 


