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Spot Plays (through 2/20/17): 
41-10-5-3 
24% winners; 44% in the money  
 
Spot Plays: Fair Grounds 
February 25, 2017 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Mineshaft Handicap (G3) 
(4:39 P.M. Eastern): 
The bay gelding HONORABLE DUTY has won four-of-six lifetime starts on 
dirt, and he was game to re-rally after being shuffled back to win the $75K 
Tenacious Handicap in his New Orleans debut last December at 6-1. Well-
bred son of Distorted Humor (he’s out of an A.P. Indy mare) has won three 
of his past four races off layoffs, possesses effective tactical speed, and is 
undefeated from three prior starts lifetime going a mile and a sixteenth on 
the main track. Five-year-old figures to get a decent trip stalking the pace, 
and he won by open lengths the last time Julien Leparoux was in the boot. 
8-1 morning line odds enhance his appeal; rates top billing. The homebred 
EAGLE beat a good field in the Ben Ali Handicap (G3) at Keeneland when 
last seen against grade three company, and he was only beaten a head at 2-
1 in last year’s edition of this race, named for a horse that his connections 
campaigned. Son of Candy Ride endured a season-long bout of seconditis 
last year after coming off a sharp 2015 campaign, and he returns to the 
races off a near eight-month layoff. Consistent five-year-old has finished in 
the money in 13-of-16 starts lifetime, however, and he’ll love turning back 
to this this mile-and-a-sixteenth trip, a distance at which he has won four-
of-nine lifetime starts. He doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds to be 
a factor, but is lackluster lifetime record in New Orleans is reason for 
concern. He figures for part, but may be a start away from his best effort. 
DAZZLING GEM was no match for the top choice two starts back, but the 
bay colt was a game second in the $75K Louisiana Handicap to the hard-
knocking Hawaakom, who was an honest second behind a brilliant Gun 
Runner in the Razorback Handicap (G3) at Oaklawn Park on President’s 
Day. Consistent son of Misremembered has placed in six-of-nine starts 
lifetime and should get a decent trip stalking the pace in this compact 
eight-horse field for the high-percentage Brad Cox outfit, however he tends 
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to come up short in stakes races and is zero-for-three lifetime at Fair 
Grounds; figures for part, taking a stand against for top honors. RISE UP 
tends to break running and should find himself on a clear early lead from 
his inside post draw in a race lacking a preponderance of front-running 
types. Bay son of Rockport Harbor is a neck shy of winning his past three 
starts, however he will make his 2017 debut off a 90-day plus layoff in this 
affair while stepping up in class to graded-stakes company. He’s the 
controlling speed of the race on paper, as he look to be a shade quicker 
than DECEMBER SEVEN and HONORABLE DUTY, but he stretches out to a 
distance at which he’s one-for-four lifetime; hangs around for part at a 
square price with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-6-1 
 
 
RACE NINE—The Rachel Alexandra (G2) 
(5:06 P.M. Eastern): 
VALADORNA made her backers nervous with her narrow half-length win 
at 1-9 against entry-level allowance types back on January 27, but she 
came through despite breaking a step slow and coming off a near 90-day 
layoff. Bay daughter of Curlin has never run a bad race—she’s a length and 
three-quarters from being undefeated—and she ran a huge race in last 
year’s Breeder’s Cup Juvenile Fillies (G1), where she was beaten less than 
a length for all the money by Champagne Room, who was a distant third 
behind top three-year-old filly Unique Bella in the Las Virgenes Stakes 
(G2) earlier this month in her sophomore debut. Stonestreet homebred will 
be tighter making her second start off the shelf, and she’ll get an honest 
pace in front of her to set up her closing kick with over half the field—
UNTAPPED, FARRELL, SHANE’S GIRLFRIEND, and GRIS GRIS—wanting to 
be on or near the early lead; formidable at low odds. West Coast invader 
SHANE’S GIRLFRIEND won her last start around two-turns by 13 and a 
quarter lengths, when she stalked the pace and drew off to win the Delta 
Princess Stakes (G3) last fall, and she’ll appreciate the stretch out to this 
mile-and-a-sixteenth trip in this affair. Bay daughter of Adios Charlie went 
off favored in the Santa Ynez Stakes (G2) in her 2017 debut, pressed a hot 
pace of  :22 1/5 and :44 2/5 but had the misfortune of hooking rising star 
Unique Bella, who won by open lengths. She’s the “speed of the speed” in 
this affair on paper but seems tractable enough to rate a bit, which she did 
at Delta Downs; major player. Champion Untapable’s sister UNTAPPED was 
well-beaten in the local prep for this race—the Silverbulletday Stakes—but 
the chestnut filly was floundering over the “muddy,” sealed racetrack and 
had no closing kick at low odds, finishing behind a handful of rivals that 
she meets again in this spot. Winchell homebred has won both prior starts 
at this mile-and-a-sixteenth trip over a “fast” strip by open lengths, and 
she’s eligible for improvement, making the third start of her current form 
cycle. She has effective tactical speed, gets an inside post draw and was 
only three-quarters of a length off top choice VALADORNA in her career 
debut at Churchill Downs last September; threat and likely overlay. 
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FARRELL is a length and a half shy of winning her past four races—three of 
which were stakes—and she won her New Orleans debut with ease in the 
mud in the Silverbulletday Stakes off a near two-month freshening. Well-
bred daughter of Malibu Moon has yet to be beaten around two turns, 
should get a great trip stalking an honest pace and will be tighter in her 
second start off the sidelines; contender in a compact, contentious race. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-1-2 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Fair Grounds Handicap (G3) 
(5:33 P.M. Eastern): 
The well-bred gelding WESTERN RESERVE is a neck off being undefeated 
in a pair of stakes for his new connections, and he has clearly taken a 
liking to the Fair Grounds turf course. Indian Charlie gelding set an honest 
pace in the Colonel E. R. Bradley Handicap (G3) and was game to be beaten 
a scant neck over “soft” going by fellow entrant and 3-1 morning line 
favorite GRANNY’S KITTEN, and he is eligible to move forward making the 
third start of his current form cycle. Consistent campaigner has placed in 
13-of-16 starts lifetime, and he’s the controlling speed in a race lacking 
front-running types. They’ll have to catch him to beat him; choice under 
Bridgmohan, gate-to-wire. ONE MEAN MAN was well-beaten by the top 
choice in his most recent start, however he was fractious in the gate prior 
to that effort, which certainly took something away from his chances on 
the day. Gray colt is a two-time stakes winner over the local course and 
had an excellent three-year-old campaign last year, winning six-of-12 
starts including five stakes races. He should get a decent, mid-pack 
stalking trip under new pilot Mario Gutierrez and is 12-1 on the morning 
line; has the looks of an overlay. GRANNY’S KITTEN makes up part of a 
formidable four-pronged entry sent postward by the Mike Maker barn, and 
this Ken & Sarah Ramsey homebred is not only a head shy of being 
undefeated over the Fair Grounds turf course, but also is coming off a gutty 
neck victory over the top choice in the Col. E. R. Bradley Handicap (G3) in 
his most recent start. Five-year-old bay hasn’t missed the trifecta in eight 
of his past nine outings since getting blinkers for the first time last spring 
at Keeneland. His form looks extra salty if you draw a line through his 
effort in the Tropical Park Turf Handicap (G3) three starts back, where he 
was the recipient of a wide trip and had to steady late in a roughly run 
race; contender. It’s hard not to like BLAME ANGEL, a small, bay son of 
Blame who tries every time and sports a big closing kick on dirt or turf. 
There isn’t a lot of early pace assembled in this spot to set up his closing 
kick, however he has finished into soft splits in the past, has won fifty 
percent of his starts lifetime over the Fair Grounds grass, and has visited 
the winner’s circle in six of his past 10 races. The step up to graded stakes 
company ensures an honest price (20-1 on the morning line). He’s useful if 
spreading in the exotics; he’ll bolster payoffs. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-5-3 
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RACE ELEVEN—The Risen Star (G2) 
(6:00 P.M. Eastern): 
I’ve been touting the Farish/Kilroy homebred GUEST SUITE since last fall 
and see no reason to jump off him now as he goes for his second 
consecutive graded stakes score in New Orleans. Quality Road gelding beat 
four rivals (UNTRAPPED, ARKLOW, SHAREHOLDER VALUE,  and 
TAKEOFF) off a layoff in the LeComte (G3) that he will meet again in this 
spot, and he’s a perfect two-for-two lifetime going a mile and a sixteenth on 
the main track. The bay has yet to put forth a poor effort, with his only 
losses coming in his career debut going five and a half furlongs and at the 
hands of top sophomore colt McCraken in his first start against winners. 
His last two “bullet” works, including a five-panel move in :59 2/5 on 
Valentine’s Day, indicate that he’s sharp, and he has plenty of room to 
move forward in his second start off the sidelines; rates top billing. MO 
TOWN returns to the races off a near 90-day layoff, however the $200,000 
son of Uncle Mo has been firing black letter works at will during his down 
time over the traditionally deep surface at Payson Park in Florida for 
trainer Tony Dutrow, whose outfit is more than capable of getting a horse 
to the winner’s circle off an extended freshening.  Bay colt has done little 
wrong in three prior starts, breaking his maiden by open lengths in the 
mud at Saratoga in his second start going a mile trip, then winning the 
nine-furlong Remsen (G2) from a wide post draw by two lengths and 
change in his first start against winners off a near two-month layoff. He’s 
undefeated with Johnny Velazquez in the boot; major player. GIRVIN 
broke his maiden at first-asking sprinting on dirt and nearly won a $50K 
stakes around two-turns on grass in his first start against winners—
typically the sign of a horse with some ability. Versatile son of Tale of Ekati 
continues the class ascent in tis spot, however he’s eligible for 
improvement making his second start off the shelf, and he figures to get a 
ground-saving, stalking trip from his inside post draw under jockey Brian 
Hernandez, Jr. His 6-1 morning line odds seem to be a shade on the low 
side; turf-to-dirt angle looks live. UNTRAPPED was second to the top choice 
in the mud over a sealed racetrack off a near two-month layoff in his first 
start against winners in addition to having to wait for an opening at the 
quarter pole, an admirable effort to say the least. Trappe Shot colt figured 
to gain some valuable seasoning and experience in the LeComte (G3) and 
he has never run a bad race, with losses coming at the hands of graded 
stakes winners Uncontested and GUEST SUITE. He’ll be tighter this time 
and his 10-1 on the morning line; lots to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-9-1-2 
 
 
$2 All Stakes Pick 4 (races 8-11): 7/1,2,3,5/8/ALL=$112 
 
 


