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Spot Plays (through 2/25/17): 
45-11-5-5 
24% winners; 47% in the money  
 
Spot Plays: Gulfstream Park 
March 4, 2017 
 
RACE TEN—The Davona Dale (G2) 
(4:34 P.M. Eastern): 
SUMMER LUCK broke her maiden at a one-turn mile trip at Churchill 
Downs last fall, and she’s eligible for improvement making the third start 
of her current form cycle. Daughter of Lookin At Lucky had to check at the 
start of the $100,000 Old Hat Stakes in her South Florida debut, and she 
broke from the eight-hole and was the recipient of a wide trip when facing 
similar rivals in the Forward Gal (G2) in her most recent outing. I’m not 
crazy about the one-hole coming out of the chute, but she will appreciate 
stretching out a furlong, gets reunited with jockey Florent Geroux, and she 
broke her maiden in Louisville out of the chute from post one. A projected 
honest early pace will set up her late kick, and her 10-1 morning line odds 
adds to her attraction; has the looks of an overlay. PRETTY CITY DANCER 
finished two and three-quarter lengths to the good of her stablemate and 
top choice SUMMER LUCK in the Forward Gal (G2), and the consistent 
gray has never been off the board from five prior starts. She will be tighter 
in her second race off the shelf, and she gets an equipment change to 
blinkers-on, which may help with some her past issues at the gate. 
Daughter of Tapit is the lone Grade 1 stakes winner in the field, sports a 
pair of sharp works since her last race, and should relish the added 
distance in this spot. The race shape from a pace perspective will suit her 
closing running style; major player. The speedy MISS SKY WARRIOR will 
make her sophomore debut off a three-month plus layoff, and she went to 
the sidelines in 2016 riding a three-race winning streak. First Samurai filly 
broke her maiden and subsequently knocked out a pair of graded stakes 
races in a three-week period at the “Big A” last November, generally the 
sign of a horse with some ability. On the downside, she’s the 5-2 morning 
line favorite and figures to be in the midst of a hot early pace, likely 
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quicker than the splits in the Temped (G3)—:23 2/5, :47 2/5, and 1:12 
3/5—at an eight-furlong trip off the sidelines; hangs around for part with a 
top effort at a short price. BRAHMS CAT has never run a poor race on dirt, 
and she’s a late-running filly that has a reliable closing kick in a race 
peppered with front-running types. Bay daughter of Wildcat Heir made up 
a ton of ground to be third, beaten less than a length for all the money at 
nearly 46-1, in the in the Forward Gal (G2), and she’ll be overlooked in the 
betting in this heat. Love the wide post draw coming out of the chute, and 
this filly acts as if she’ll relish the extra furlong in this spot; live longshot. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-12-7-13 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Canadian Turf (G3) 
(5:05 P.M. Eastern): 
The Maryland-bred GIANT RUN hasn’t been worse than third in nine of his 
past 10 starts on the grass over “firm” ground, and he has never missed 
the exacta on the weeds at Gulfstream Park from five prior starts. Well-
bred son of Giant’s Causeway seems to be at his best going a flat mile on 
turf, and he was impressive winning the $75K Tropical Park Derby on New 
Year’s Eve when he circled the field and won clear. He’s capable of a 
winning effort off the shelf, is a stakes winner over the local course and 
figures to get a good mid-pack stalking trip. The chestnut is a juicy 10-1 on 
the morning line, and can lay close to projected front-runner HEART TO 
HEART if need be; choice at a square price. Likely pacesetter, HEART TO 
HEART loves the Gulfstream Park turf course and tends to break running, 
which makes him the controlling speed of the race on paper. Six-year-old 
runs well fresh, and he was game to be beaten a scant length against a good 
field while making all the pace in the Fort Lauderdale Handicap (G2) in his 
most recent start. Bay son of English Channel won this race last year 
turning back in distance and has been training forwardly during his brief 
time away from the races. Deserved favorite will be tough to reel in; major 
player. BONDURANT figured to need his most recent start off the layoff, 
where he was one-paced in the stretch against an honest field in the Tampa 
Bay Stakes (G3) last month. Bay son of War Front turns back to a distance 
at which he’s a perfect three-for-three lifetime, and he has won three of his 
past five starts on the grass around two turns. He’ll be tighter this time, is 
a healthy 12-1 on the morning line and is a half-brother to the highly-
regarded three-year-old colt McCraken; contender. The consistent 
Juddmonte homebred PROJECTED (GB) has been first or second in eight-
of-11 starts lifetime and will be making his stateside debut as a gelding for 
the first time in addition to getting first-time Lasix. Bay hasn’t been seen at 
the races for nearly 18 months, three of his four lifetime wins have been on 
a synthetic surface, and he seems to a cut below others in here in class, 
however he does have good French form around left-handed courses and 
will make his first start for the high-percentage Chad Brown outfit. I’m a 
bit concerned that his past form was when he was intact and he’s a gelding 
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now; likely underlay but cannot toss with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-4-2  
 
 
RACE TWELVE—The Mac Diarmida (G2) 
(5:35 P.M. Eastern): 
German-bred WAKE FOREST (GER) hasn’t had his picture taken since last 
May, however the seven-year-old owns a marked back class advantage 
over this field and has never missed the trifecta from three starts lifetime 
going a mile and three-eighth trip on turf. Son of Sir Percy (GB) was 
campaigned in grade one company in five of his seven starts last year and 
won the mile and three-eighth Man O’ War (G1) last spring at Belmont. 
Both of his lackluster efforts stateside have at Arlington in consecutive 
runnings of the Arlington Million (G1), the latest of which he had to steady 
in deep stretch and was only beaten four lengths and change for all the 
money. Bay just missed winning last year’s Pan American (G2) in his only 
prior start on the Gulfstream Park turf course off s near eight-month 
layoff, so the four month hiatus from racing today shouldn’t be a factor; 
choice. BIGGER PICTURE is the standout of three-pronged entry from Mike 
Maker, as the chestnut gelding is less than a length shy of winning his past 
five races on the turf, the most recent of which coming over his 
stablemates in a grade three heat at Sam Houston. He’s eligible for 
improvement making his second start off a brief layoff, and he turns back 
to a distance at which he has won two-of-three starts lifetime. Six-year-old 
responds to jockey Jose Ortiz’s handling, has won five-of-nine starts since 
being haltered for $32,000 and figures to get a good mid-pack stalking trip 
in this spot; lots to like. With over two million in the bank, the veteran 
campaigner TWILIGHT ECLIPSE leads the field in career earnings, and the 
gelded son of Purim figured to need his last race off a near three-month 
layoff, where he gave a good a account of himself to be fourth, beaten less 
than two lengths for all the money against similar adversaries. Jockey 
John Velazquez should be able to work out a stalking trip in this turf 
marathon despite his wide post draw, and his mount will be tighter in his 
second start off the sidelines; can’t eliminate with confidence. The late-
running TAGHLEEB has knocked out a pair of stakes races in past two 
starts over the Gulfstream Park weeds, but the son of Hard Spun needed 
every inch of the mile and a half to get home first in the W. L. McKnight 
Handicap (G3) in his most recent start, and he turns back a furlong to a 
distance at which he’s unproven. His form has improved of late since he 
has stretched out in distance beyond a mile and three-eighths (note win in 
the two-mile H. Allen Jerkens Stakes two starts back), and he will take 
action at the windows riding a two-race winning streak over the local 
course; comes running for a piece, taking a stand against for top honors. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-7-11-9  
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RACE THIRTEEN—The Xpressbet Fountain Of Youth (G2) 
(6:05 P.M. Eastern): 
Make no mistake, the 71st renewal of the Fountain Of Youth (G2) is loaded 
with early speed and, as such, GUNNEVERA—the best closer in the field—
looks like a solid play in this mile-and-a-sixteenth test. Dialed In colt 
couldn’t handle IRISH WAR CRY in the Holy Bull (G2), however that rival 
got away with a slow first quarter and had things his own way on the front 
end, and he probably needed the effort coming off a near three-month 
layoff. Futhermore, the chestnut had to steady on the far turn in that heat 
and finished five lengths to the good of 2016’s champion juvenile colt 
Classic Empire. The $16,000 yearling purchase is a two-time graded stakes 
winner under jockey Javier Castellano, he’s been first or second in five-of-
seven starts lifetime, and the race sets up for his closing move. He’s 7-2 on 
the morning line and will be tighter in his second start off the shelf; choice. 
PRACTICAL JOKE has never run a bad race and is the lone two-time grade 
one stakes winner in the field. Into Mischief colt overcame a wide draw and 
rough start in addition to a wide trip down the backside in the Breeder’s 
Cup Juvenile (G1) to be beaten a respectable seven lengths and change for 
all the money, and he’ll make sophomore debut off a four-month layoff for 
an outfit that wins at a high-percentage with fresh stock. Negatives include 
a tendency to have issues at the gate, possibly being a start away from his 
best effort, and all of his wins have been around a single turn. His juvenile 
form and back class make him hard to ignore, however, and he figures to 
get a good, mid-pack trip stalking hot early splits; threat. Undefeated IRISH 
WAR CRY was able to transfer his sharp Maryland form to South Florida 
when winning the local prep for this race—the Holy Bull (G2)—but the New 
Jersey–bred was able to get away with a soft opening quarter of :24 flat in 
that heat and dictated a moderate pace, something he doesn’t figure to do 
this spot as THREE RULES, TAKAFUL, and LOOKIN FOR EIGHT are all 
faster from the opening bell on paper. Chestnut homebred did prove he 
could come from off the pace and win, as he broke flat-footed in his debut 
and came running to win a six-furlong heat in 1:10 and change by open 
lengths. He will be short odds on the tote board and will have to rate to be a 
factor; hangs around for part with a top try, taking a stand against for top 
honors. MADE YOU LOOK will make his dirt debut in this spot, however the 
$360,000 son of More Than Ready is bred top and bottom (he’s out of an 
Unbridled’s Song mare) to handle the surface change with aplomb, and he 
has won 50 percent of his starts lifetime on turf including two graded-
stakes races. He should get a good trip stalking a quick pace and is 10-1 on 
the morning line for high-profile connections; likely overlay. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-8-9 
 
 
BONUS: 
$1 Pick 4 (part-wheel): 1,7,12,13/2,3,4,6/4/2,6,8=$48 ($1x4x4x1x3=$48)   
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Spot Plays: Turfway Park 
March 4, 2017 
 
RACE SIX—The John Battaglia Memorial 
(8:40 P.M. Eastern): 
The bay colt HOT DAD was a game third at nearly 4-1 in a minor stakes on 
grass at Fair Grounds that has turned out to be a key race, as the winner, 
Cowboy Culture, was undefeated at post time (3-1 morning line price in 
today’s $100K Palm Beach Stakes (G3) at Gulfstream Park) and runner-up 
Girvin, came back to win last weekend’s Risen Star (G2) returning a 
healthy $18.20 to win. Late runner will make his synthetic debut in this 
affair, however he’s stakes placed on turf and owns some sneaky back 
class, as he was only beaten four lengths and change against a good field 
despite enduring a rough, wide trip in last fall’s Bourbon Stakes (G3) at 
Keeneland. There’s plenty of early pace assembled in this spot to set up his 
late kick, and he’ll be salty in this spot if he likes synthetic; rates top 
billing. GORGEOUS KITTEN makes up part of a solid quintet of entrants 
from trainer Mike Maker (four in the body of the race), whose outfit is 
hitting at a 36 percent win clip at the current Turfway meet. Bay colt put 
away a marginal field to break his maiden in his synthetic debut and if you 
draw a line through his effort two starts back going a mile and an eighth on 
the lawn at Gulfstream—a distance that may have been beyond his scope—
his form looks even better. He’s a juicy 8-1 on the morning line and should 
be able to stalk quick splits from his wide post draw in this mile and a 
sixteenth event; threat at a price. STAR EMPIRE (GB) disappointed at 50 
cents on the dollar in the local prep for this race—the $50,000 WEBN 
Stakes—however the bay figured to need that effort off a near 90-day 
freshening and was only beaten three lengths and change despite being the 
recipient of a wide post draw and trip. He’ll be tighter this time around, 
sports a sharp bullet work since his last race and is graded stakes placed 
on a synthetic surface; improvement expected. MONTU is a perfect two-for-
two on Polytrack, and he retained sharp form while stepping up in class in 
his most recent outing, where he pressed a quick pace and won a six-and-a-
half furlong race by open lengths. He gets wheeled back off that sharp 
effort off 16 days rest, however he does have a license to improve making 
the second start of his current form cycle. He’ll have to deal with plenty of 
other front-running types, but he seems like he can get game late when 
hooked early; hangs around for part with a top effort at a square price. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-12-2-3    
 
 
 


