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Spot Plays (through 3/4/17): 
50-13-5-6 
26% winners; 48% in the money  
 
Spot Plays: Tampa Bay Downs 
March 11, 2017 
 
RACE NINE—The Florida Oaks (G3) 
(4:25 P.M. Eastern): 
The 2017 renewal of the Florida Oaks (G3) drew a well-matched field of 
nine sophomore fillies—it promises to be a great betting race. The Glen Hill 
Farm homebred COMPELLED sports a beautiful turf pedigree (by War 
Front out of a Dynaformer mare), and is a shade less than a length shy of 
being undefeated on the weeds since stretching out in distance. Florida-
bred miss is coming off a sharp effort off a near three-month layoff against 
a good field in Gulfstream’s Sweetest Chant (G3), and she’ll be tighter in 
this spot making her second start off the shelf. I’m not crazy about the 
wide post draw coming out of the infield chute, but she’s got a reliable 
finishing kick, won for fun the last time Paco Lopez was in the boot and will 
relish the extra sixteenth of a mile; choice at a square price. FIFTY FIVE is 
another entrant that has never run a bad race, and she was only a nose off 
and gaining on the top choice in her most recent start in South Florida 
despite being eight wide at the quarter pole. Bay daughter of Get Stormy 
(also conditioned by trainer Tom Bush) has won two-of-three starts 
lifetime on turf at this mile and a sixteenth trip, has retained honest form 
while stepping up in class and is eligible for improvement making the third 
start of her current form cycle. One-run filly fires every time and likes to 
fly home the final eighth—she’ll be tough to handle with a clean trip; major 
player and likely overlay. 5-2 morning line favorite LA CORONEL reeled off 
a pair of sharp, open length victories when her connections switched her to 
the turf, and she was only beaten three lengths and change despite 
breaking from the 13-hole in the Breeder’s Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf (G1) 
last fall at Santa Anita. Daughter of Colonel John fetched a hefty $375K as 
a two-year-old in training, is the lone turf graded stakes winner in the field 
and owns a back class advantage over a majority of these entrants. The 
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only concern is she may be a start away from her best effort at low odds, as 
she will make her sophomore debut in this spot off a four-month plus 
freshening; contender. SUPER MARINA failed to menace in her only prior 
turf start against stakes company, however she has won fifty percent of 
her starts lifetime on grass and is a perfect two-for-two on the weeds in 
Oldsmar. Bay daughter of Warrior’s Reward broke her maiden at this mile 
and a sixteenth trip on the grass in New Jersey and figures to get a good 
trip stalking the pace. Like the rider switch from Bocachica to Irad Ortiz, 
Jr. and trainer George Weaver has made the most of limited starters at the 
current meet; live longshot.  
 
SELECTIONS: 9-6-5-2 
 
RACE TEN—The Hillsborough (G2) 
(4:55 P.M. Eastern): 
The tactical speedster DICKINSON’s form improved when trainer Kiaran 
McLaughlin tried his charge on the grass last September, as the daughter 
of Medaglia d’Oro is only a length and a half off of being undefeated from 
four starts on the surface. Bay mare is coming off an impressive length and 
a quarter win in the Suwannee River (G3) at Gulfstream, where she bested 
fellow entrant ELYSEA’S WORLD (IRE), and she was only a length off the 
morning line favorite for this heat—ISABELLA SINGS— despite having to 
steady turning for home in the Marshua’s River (G3) two starts back. She’s 
shown an affinity for this nine-furlong trip, and has the tactical speed to 
lay close to the free-running ISABELLA SINGS, who is winless from four 
starts lifetime going a mile and an eighth on turf. She has a license to move 
forward in her third start off an extended layoff; rates top billing. Deserved 
5-2 morning line favorite ISABELLA SINGS always breaks running, is the 
controlling speed of this race on paper and is coming off a pair of sharp 
efforts in 2017 against graded stakes company on the turf at Gulfstream. 
Chestnut miss nearly stole this race last year in unorthodox fashion, as she 
shot off to a 18-length lead only to be caught in the long shadow of the wire 
by champion Tepin at nearly 8-1. On the down side, she’s zero-for-four 
lifetime at this mile and an eighth trip on grass, including a fourth-place 
effort at sixty cents on the dollar when last seen trying nine panels, and 
DICKINSON has enough natural speed to at least apply mild token 
pressure. She likes the local course and beat four rivals (LOTS O’ LEX, 
LIGHT IN PARIS (IRE), EVIDENTLY and EMERALD POND) in the 
Endeavour (G3) that she hooks again in this affair, and she’s more than 
capable of running this field off their collective feet. She will be tough to 
reel in at low odds, however the distance is the x-factor; likely for part, 
taking a stand against for top honors. SWISS RANGE (GB) hasn’t been seen 
at the races in nearly five months, when she split the field in the E.P. 
Taylor Stakes (G1) at Woodbine last October, beaten less than two lengths 
for all the money in her North American debut. Juddmonte homebred has 
shown a bit of an early lick on paper, will get a ground-saving trip on the 
hedge under jockey Julien Leparoux and is capable of winning off a layoff. 
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Her form improved with Lasix and when the blinkers came off in the 
Woodbine run, and she owns a back-class advantage, as her last three 
races have been against grade/group one company; threat. The consistent 
mare LIGHT IN PARIS (IRE) was a solid second behind ISABELLA SINGS 
in the Endeavour (G3), and Irish-bred is eligible to move forward in her 
third start off the sidelines. She has lacked a winning bid in four prior 
stakes starts in North America, however, and was fourth of eight when last 
seen at a nine-furlong trip on turf, enduring a rough trip; more interested 
as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-1-7 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Lambholm South Tampa Bay Derby (G2) 
(5:27 P.M. Eastern): 
The $1.2 million yearling purchase TAPWRIT was making up ground on 
the highly-regarded three-year-old colt McCraken when stretching out to a  
mile and a sixteenth for the first time, and the gray son of Tapit figures to 
be tighter this time around making his second start off a two-month 
freshening. He bested three rivals (NO DOZING, STATE OF HONOR, and 
WILD SHOT) in the Sam F. Davis (G3) that he faces again in this spot, and 
he figures to get a good trip stalking an honest pace breaking from the five-
hole under jockey Jose Ortiz, Jr. Trainer Todd Pletcher has won this race a 
record four times, including three of the past four renewals (Destin, 2016, 
Carpe Diem, 2015 and Verrazano, 2013); choice. THE MONEY MONSTER 
won a stake in his first start against winners—typically the sign of a good 
horse—as he overcame a rough trip to win the Pasco Stakes in his Tampa 
debut, and the son of Majestic Warrior will make his first start for Hall of 
Famer Billy Mott in this spot having been sold privately since his last race. 
Bay colt  figures prominently in a projected quick early pace with the likes 
of BEASLEY, SONIC MULE, STATE OF HONOR and WILD SHOT assembled, 
however he was able to rate when stretching out to a seven-eighths trip in 
his most recent outing. Mott barn is hitting at a 23 percent clip with its 
Payson Park shippers at the meet, and this fellow is 15-1 on the morning 
line. He’s capable of a winning effort fresh; live longshot. WILD SHOT gave 
a good account of himself off the sidelines in his most recent start, and his 
past three losses have come at the hands of highly rated sophomore colts 
McCraken and Classic Empire. Bay son of Trappe Shot figures to move 
forward in the second start of his current form cycle, and he’s tractable 
enough to rate off anticipated honest early splits. Like the fact that jockey 
Robby Albarado is back for a return engagement; improvement expected. 
NO DOZING had to have needed his most recent start, as the bay didn’t pick 
his feet up at low odds in the Sam F. Davis (G2), his first outing over the 
main track at Tampa. Late-running son of Union Rags was a good second in 
the Remsen (G2) at Aqueduct last fall, but the form for that race hasn’t 
held up and both his prior wins have come in sprints. He’ll be tighter this 
time, however, and there’s plenty of pace in the race on paper to set up his 
late run; best effort yields a minor award. 
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SELECTIONS: 5-2-9-4 
 
 
Spot Plays: Santa Anita Park 
March 11, 2017 
 
RACE FIVE—The San Felipe (G2) 
(5:04 P.M. Eastern): 
While all eyes in this West Coast Kentucky Derby (G1) prep race will be on 
top contenders MASTERY and GORMLEY, I’ll have my eye on the speedy 
ILIAD, who has a solid chance to wire this field in his two-turn debut at a 
square (he’s a reasonable 5-2 on the morning line) price. Well bred son of 
Ghostzapper is bred to handle the added distance, and he’s capable of 
sitting off a :44 and change half mile and drawing off to win by open 
lengths, as he did at 2-1 over an honest field in the San Vicente (G2) in his 
most recent start. He’s the “speed of the speed” on paper; choice, gate-to-
wire. The free-wheeling MASTERY broke his maiden by open lengths at 
first-asking, then proceeded to reel off a pair of graded stakes victories, the 
most recent of which was in the Los Alamitos Futurity (G1) at 20 cents on 
the dollar, where he covered a mile and a sixteenth in a snappy 1:41 2/5. 
$425K yearling purchase enters this race off a 90-day layoff and will be 
relegated to a pressing/stalking trip, as he isn’t as quick on paper as the 
top choice. He sports a razor sharp work tab—typical for trainer Bob 
Baffert—and attracts the services of Mike Smith, who is selective with his 
mounts and is always tough in graded stakes races in California. He has 
been pounded at the windows in all three of his prior starts and that trend 
will continue today; contends at low odds. GORMLEY’s lone off the board 
effort from three prior starts was in last fall’s Breeder’s Cup Juvenile (G1), 
where he bobbled at the start and cost himself a front-running position, 
which compromised his chances. Bay son of Malibu Moon outran his washy 
looks in the Sham (G3) in his most recent start, where he pressed rapid 
splits and beat the well-regarded American Anthem on the square over a 
“sloppy”, sealed racetrack. He returns to the races off a 60-day plus 
freshening in this spot, and will have to employ a stalking tactic again in 
this heat, as he’s not as fast as ILIAD. He likes the main track in Arcadia 
and owns a grade one stakes win at today’s mile and a sixteenth trip on 
dirt; threat. I’m throwing out VENDING MACHINE’s last start, where he 
clearly didn’t care for the synthetic surface at Golden Gate Fields in the 
$100K California Derby. Chestnut son of Hard Spun has won two-of-three 
dirt starts lifetime in Arcadia, comes into this heat fresh and hails from the 
white-hot Peter Miller outfit, whose runners are winning at an eye-opening 
30 percent clip at the meet. He seems to respond to jockey Arroyo’s 
handling and is 20-1 on the morning line; synthetic-to-dirt angle looks 
playable. 
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SELECTIONS: 6-4-5-2 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Triple Bend (G1) 
(6:38 P.M. Eastern): 
The star-crossed MASOCHISTIC hasn’t been seen at the races since his 
maligned second-place effort in last year’s Breeder’s Cup Sprint (G1), 
where he was disqualified from purse money for testing positive for the 
synthetic anabolic steroid Winstrol (Stanozolol). The fleet of foot, lightly-
raced seven-year-old gelding is the only entrant in this field capable of 
reeling off a sub-45 second half mile and winning by open lengths, and he 
made all the pace to win this race in 2015 as the favorite, covering seven 
furlongs in a rapid 1:20 1/5, three ticks off the three-year-best at Santa 
Anita going seven-panels. He’s capable of a winning effort off the sidelines, 
loves the main track in Arcadia and is undefeated at this seven furlong 
trip; choice, gate-to-wire. SILENT BIRD likes to win and is a scant half-
length off being six-for-six lifetime. Bay son of Sumer Bird is a perfect four-
for-four at Santa Anita and is a stakes winner at this seven-furlong trip in 
Arcadia for trainer Mark Glatt. Five-year-old is capable of a winning effort 
off the shelf and it’s hard to knock his consistency. He’ll be a playable price 
(4-1 on the morning line) with MASOCHISTIC and KOBE’S BACK also 
assembled in this spot; foolish to slight his chances. The closer KOBE’S 
BACK was a non-threatening third as the chalk in last year’s edition of The 
Triple Bend (G1), but he’s a multiple graded stake winner on the main 
track at Santa Anita, is most effective at this seven furlong trip and is 
capable of a winning effort off a lengthy layoff. He doesn’t figure to get 
super quick splits to set up his late run, as there isn’t a lot of early speed in 
this race on paper; rallies for part with a top effort. The last time POINT 
PIPER had his picture taken was off a layoff, and the seven-year-old may 
appreciate turning back in distance for the first time in 12 starts. He has 
been training forwardly for Jerry Hollendorfer during his time away from 
the races, but his lackluster lifetime record on the dirt at Santa Anita is 
reason for concern; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-3-2 
 
RACE NINE—The Frank E. Kilroe Mile (G1) 
(7:11 P.M. Eastern): 
The strapping chestnut DORTMUND looks playable in his turf debut for 
new trainer Art Sherman, as the consistent son of Big Brown has hints of 
green in his pedigree and figures to get a good stalking trip under jockey 
Victor Espinoza. Five-year-old disappointed as the heavy favorite in last 
year’s Breeder’s Cup Dirt Mile (G1), however all eight of his career wins 
have been without blinkers, and the hood comes off in this spot. When one 
considers his past six losses have come at the hands of grade one winners 
Tamarkuz, California Chrome and American Pharoah, respectively, his 
form looks even more salty. He’s a half-length shy of winning his past three 
starts off a layoff, and has been firing bullets in the A.M. at Los Alamitos 
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during his time away from the races; gets the nod at playable odds. 
CONQUEST ENFORCER is less than three lengths off winning his past eight 
starts, and he has won 50 percent of his turf starts lifetime. The bay son of 
Into Mischief was a game third as the favorite off the shelf in the Arcadia 
(G2) in his most recent start, he has effective tactical speed and has 
finished in the money in three-for-four outings lifetime going eight furlongs 
on turf. He’ll be tighter this time; improvement expected. RING 
WEEKEND’s lone win over the Santa Anita turf came in the 2015 Kilroe 
Mile (G1), where he rallied stoutly while wide to prevail by a length on the 
wire. Chestnut gelding has only managed a pair of gut-wrenching, narrow 
wins since that Kilroe score, however he was only a length off the win 
despite a slow start in the key local prep for this race, where he finished 
behind three rivals (BOLO, WHAT A VIEW and CONQUEST ENFORCER) 
that he meets again in this affair; useful in exotic wagers. BAL A BALI 
(BRZ) has won an impressive 13-of-21 turf starts lifetime and will return 
to the grass in this spot off a lackluster effort in last summer’s Gold Cup 
(G1). Seven-year-old son of Put It Back returns to the races off a near nine-
month layoff, however he’s capable off a sharp effort off the sidelines and is 
particularly effective at a flat mile trip. He was third in this race last year 
over a “good” course; exotics spread play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-5-1  
 
RACE TEN—The Santa Anita Handicap (G1) 
(7:44 P.M. Eastern): 
South Florida invader SHAMAN GHOST looks live in this year’s renewal of 
The Big ‘Cap, as the Adena Springs homebred ran a huge race in his first 
start off the sidelines to be four lengths and change off top handicap horse 
Arrogate in the Pegasus World Cup Invitational (G1), and he will stretch 
out to a distance at which he has been first of second in two-of-three 
lifetime starts. Bay son of Ghostzapper figures to be more in touch with the 
early pace on the slight stretch out, and he owns a decisive back class 
advantage over this field having faced tougher handicap division rivals on 
the East Coast. He hasn’t been off the board in grade one stakes races the 
past two times that jockey Javier Castellano has been in the irons; choice. 
MIDNIGHT STORM is the controlling speed of the race and gets an 
advantageous post draw breaking from the one-hole, however he has been 
beating up on lesser stock in his past two starts on the main track and is a 
better horse on the grass, where he has posted seven of his 10 lifetime 
wins. Son of Pioneerof the Nile has won five of his past six starts with his 
only loss coming in the always tough Breeder’s Cup Mile (G1) where he 
was third behind Tourist and Tepin, beaten two lengths for all the money. 
The race shape from a pace perspective suits him well, however he finished 
last, beaten nearly 37 lengths, the last time he was seen in a mile and a 
quarter dirt heat; likely for part, taking a stand against for top honors. 
TWENTYTWENTYVISION put forth a pair of solid third-place efforts in his 
latest two main track starts, off-the-turf heats that were contested over 
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sealed racetracks, and it doesn’t hurt that he has a dirt-oriented pedigree. 
Bay gelding has never been off the board on the main track in Arcadia from 
five previous starts, and he is eligible for improvement making the third 
start of his current form cycle. This isn’t the toughest Big ‘Cap field ever 
assembled, and he attracts the services of big money rider Mike Smith. His 
12-1 morning line odds only adds to his appeal; lots to like. HI HAPPY 
(ARG) has won six-of-eight starts lifetime, and he has shown improvement 
in a pair of North American starts against graded stakes company on the 
grass. Chestnut son of Pure Prize won his only prior start on dirt by a hard-
fought neck in a $1.8 million group one stake in his native Argentina, and 
he will get first-time Lasix in this affair. He’ll be tighter in his second start 
off the shelf and owns prior wins from eight furlongs to a mile and a half, so 
this mile and quarter trip shouldn’t be a problem for him; has the looks of 
an overlay. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-1-7-4 
 
     
   
 
  


