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Spot Plays (through 3/11/17): 
57-16-7-7 
28% winners; 53% in the money  
 
Spot Plays: Oaklawn Park 
March 18, 2017 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Essex Handicap 
(5:57 P.M. Eastern): 
The ultra-consistent SHOTGUN KOWBOY has finished in the money in an 
impressive 15-of-17 starts lifetime and has won two-of-three outings in Hot 
Springs. Front-running Oklahoma-bred hails from a high-percentage outfit, 
and may be tough to run down at a square price under journeyman rider 
Alex Birzer—who recently notched career win 3,000— if he can shake free 
of California invader MOR SPIRIT in a race that is lacking a preponderance 
of early speed. Kodiak Kowboy gelding likes to win, is less than a length 
shy of winning his past four races and is the recipient of a fortuitous inside 
post draw; choice, gate-to-wire. Likely chalk, MOR SPRIT owns a back-class 
advantage over a majority of the field, and he’s coming off a solid effort 
behind stablemate and multiple graded stakes winner Hoppertunity in just 
his second start since last year’s Kentucky Derby (G1). Four-year-old 
hasn’t had his picture taken in over a year and has never won outside of 
Southern California, but he has been first of second in eight-of-10 starts 
lifetime, has never run a bad race in his career and is eligible for 
improvement making the third start of his current form cycle. He has 
enough natural speed to lay close to the top choice if jockey Mike Smith 
decides to press the pace from the opening bell; obvious contender, taking 
a stand against for top honors at a short price. The hard-knocking nine-
year-old DOMAIN’S RAP loves the strip in Hot Springs, has finished in the 
money 15-of-18 starts lifetime at this mile and sixteenth trip on dirt and is 
already a stakes winner at the current meet for the sharp Federico 
Villafranco barn. Illinois-bred had the misfortune of running into the 
buzzsaw Gun Runner in the Razorback Handicap (G3) in his most recent 
start, and he figures to get a good, first-flight stalking trip in a race lacking 
front-running types. He tends to be overlooked at the windows in graded 
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stakes races; has the looks of an overlay. DAZZLING GEM tends to come up 
short in stakes, but he’s a consistent colt that has finished in the money in 
seven-of-10 starts lifetime, and he has an affinity for Oaklawn Park and a 
mile and a sixteenth on dirt. New Orleans invader is coming off a pair of 
solid efforts against honest stakes company at Fair Grounds, and he’s less 
than a length and a half shy of winning his past three starts on the main 
track at this mile and a sixteenth trip; more interested as the price 
increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-2-7-3 
 
RACE TEN—The Rebel (G2) 
(7:06 P.M. Eastern): 
With the likes of UNCONTESTED, MALAGACY and AMERICAN ANTHEM 
assembled in this spot, the 57th running of the Rebel (G3) is destined to 
have a hot early pace, likely a half mile in the :46 and change range if not 
quicker. With that in mind, SoCal shipper ROYAL MO, who figures to be a 
square price, looks poised to post a mild upset in his first start outside of 
the Golden State. Bay son of Uncle Mo toyed with a small, light field in the 
Robert B. Lewis Stakes (G3) in his most recent outing, but that was his 
first start against winners off a lengthy layoff and he won for fun in an 
honest time. It’s a bit concerning that both his wins around two-turns have 
come in gate-to-wire fashion and he isn’t quick enough on paper to make 
the early lead in this race, however he did show he could rally from off the 
pace in his second start, where he broke slow but was rolling late, and he 
figured to learn something from that experience. He has enough natural 
speed to overcome his wide post draw and secure a first-flight stalking trip; 
rates top billing. UNTRAPPED has never missed the exacta from four 
lifetime starts, and he retained honest form while stepping up to graded 
stakes company at Fair Grounds in New Orleans. His three losses have 
come at the hands of formidable sophomores Girvin, Guest Suite and fellow 
entrant UNCONTESTED, and he is eligible for improvement making his 
third start off the sidelines. He had issues at the gate in his first two races 
and traffic issues in his last two starts—he will be a threat here at a price 
with a clean run. He figures to get a good, mid-pack stalking trip, and it’s 
encouraging that Irad Ortiz is in town for the riding assignment; major 
player. MALAGACY has won both his prior starts by a combined total of 22 
lengths and, obviously, could be any kind of runner for trainer Todd 
Pletcher, who shipped One Liner—a son of Into Mischief with a similar 
profile as this colt—from South Florida to win the Southwest Stakes (G3) in 
Hot Springs nearly a month ago. Son of the young sire Shackleford must 
have been a good physical at the sales as he fetched $190K as a two-year-
old, and he has been training forwardly since his entry-level allowance win. 
He’s a low 4-1 on the morning line, figures to be in a hot early pace 
scramble and will try two-turns for the first time, however he’s a raw 
talent that will be formidable if he can rate; cannot eliminate with 
confidence. AMERICAN ANTHEM was a head shy of winning a graded 
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stakes race in his first start against winners where he gamely made all the 
pace in the Sham (G3) at Santa Anita back on January 7 only to be denied 
on the wire by Gormley, who came out of that heat to be a well-beaten 
fourth in the San Felipe (G2) at Santa Anita on March 11. Bay colt is the 2-
1 morning line favorite and is another entrant that figures to be in the mix 
of hot early splits, and this will be his first crack at a mile and a sixteenth 
trip over an unfamiliar racetrack. Race shape from a pace perspective will 
hurt his chances; hangs on for part with a top effort at a short price. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-5-6-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
  


