
	 1	

 
THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
Spot Plays (through 3/25/17): 
62-16-7-9 
26% winners; 52% in the money 
 
Spot Plays: Gulfstream Park 
April 1, 2017 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Gulfstream Park Oaks (G2) 
(4:57 P.M. Eastern): 
The bay filly TEQUILITA has reeled of three consecutive wins at three 
different racetracks and is coming off a gritty half-length victory at 14-1 in 
the Forward Gal (G2) in Hallandale Beach in early February. The last time 
she was beaten was by eventual grade one stakes winner Dancing Rags last 
September, and she comes into this mile and a sixteenth test fresh. 
Consistent filly has been first-or-second in five-of-six starts lifetime and is 
bred to handle the stretch-out in distance, as her sire won the mile and a 
half Belmont Stakes (G1) and her dam was a grade two stakes winner at a 
mile. She has been training forwardly during her down time and acts as if 
she’s tractable enough to rate in her first start around two turns, as the 
early pace figures to be honest in this heat; rates top billing. The gray filly 
JORDAN’S HENNY was a half-length shy of winning the Davona Dale (G2) 
at 19-1 in her first start off a near 90-day layoff, an effort even more 
impressive considering she was engaged in a pressured duel after a half 
mile in :46 and change and was narrowly beaten for all the money stepping 
way up in class out of the maiden ranks. Her connections have seemingly 
always held her in high regard, and she has never been worse than third 
since getting blinkers for the first time last fall at Keeneland. She’s still 
eligible for the “non-winners of two lifetime condition”, but she likes the 
main track in Hallandale Beach, will be tighter making her second start off 
the sidelines and is 8-1 on the morning line; lots to like. NONNA BELLA 
broke her maiden at first-asking at even money, then handled a five-horse 
entry level allowance field at 40 cents on the dollar, where the daughter of 
Stay Thirsty made all the pace after a half-mile in :46 flat and six panels in 
1:10 4/5 before winning clear. She’s obviously a filly with some talent, but 
she was a bit green in the lane in her allowance score, where she got the 
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final eighth in a pedestrian :13 3/5, and she figures to be in the midst of a 
hot early pace in this spot stretching out around two turns for the first 
time. She’s 2-1 on the morning line and continues her class ascent in this 
spot; best effort yields a minor award. SALTY was getting to NONNA 
BELLA in her career debut at 24-1, where she broke from the two-hole in a 
12-horse field, and she aired for her new connections when getting Lasix 
for the first time and stretching out to a seven-furlong trip in her South 
Florida debut in early March. Talented daughter of Quality Road is 9-5 on 
the morning line, however her form figures to regress hooking winners for 
the first time coming back to the races in less than 30 days off a big effort 
while stepping up in class and trying two-turns for the first time; more 
interested as her price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-7-6 
  
 
Spot Plays: Fair Grounds 
April 1, 2017 
 
RACE TEN—The Twinspires.com Fair Grounds Oaks (G2) 
(5:41 P.M. Eastern): 
The Coffeepot Stable homebred FARRELL is the controlling speed in the 
2017 renewal of the Fair Grounds Oaks (G2), a race which came up light on 
talent, and she’s the class of the field, a combination which will make her 
tough to reel in at criminally short odds. Well bred daughter of Malibu 
Moon is undefeated in two-turn races, has won her past three starts by a 
combined total of 12 lengths and is not only undefeated in New Orleans, 
but also is a perfect three-for-three lifetime going a mile and a sixteenth on 
dirt. Furthermore, she has a license to move forward making the third 
start of her current form cycle; thinking she’s gone—gate-to-wire. The 
lightly-raced Southern California invader VEXATIOUS steps up to graded 
stakes company in this spot, but the bay daughter of Giant’s Causeway was 
a good third in her first start against winners, where she hooked open 
company, didn’t get a clean trip and was only beaten five lengths and 
change by the well-regarded colt Battle of Midway in her first start off a 
three-month plus layoff. Well-bred miss is a full-sister to grade one stakes 
winner Creative Cause and to grade two stakes winner and Belmont Stakes 
(G1) runner-up Destin, and she has never been off the board for Hall of 
Fame trainer Neil Drysdale. Her recent bullet work in :47 4/5 for a 
conservative outfit indicates that she’s on her toes, and she will be tighter 
this time around making her third start off the shelf. She demands your 
attention in the paddock and post parade; threat. The improving filly 
CORPORATE QUEEN ran a big race off a two-month layoff for her new 
connections in her first start against winners finishing a length behind the 
undefeated filly Nonna Bella, who is 2-1 on the morning line in the 
Gulfstream Park Oaks (G2). Gray daughter of Colonel John will be tighter 
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making her second start off the sidelines, overcame a speed-biased South 
Florida strip in her last start and has improved with Lasix and no front 
bandages; lots to like. The closer WICKED LICK is still eligible for the “non-
winners of two races lifetime” condition, however she was only beaten two 
lengths and change by the top choice two starts back in a muddy renewal 
of the $145K Silverbulletday Stakes. Homebred has been first or second in 
four-of-seven lifetime starts, however there isn’t a lot of pace assembled in 
this affair to set up her late run; seems destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-4-3  
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Twinspires.com Louisiana Derby (G2) 
(6:21 P.M. Eastern):   
It’s hard to get past morning line favorite GIRVIN in the 104th Louisiana 
Derby (G1) that, like its counterpart for sophomore fillies, came up a bit 
soft on talent for this year’s renewal. The lightly raced colt is a perfect two-
for-two on the main track at Fair Grounds and is a mere three-parts of a 
length from being undefeated. Son of Tale of Ekati has retained honest 
form while ascending in class, is eligible for improvement making the third 
start of his current form cycle and has stablemate HOTFOOT entered as an 
apparent “rabbit”, ensuring lively early splits to set up his finishing kick. 
The only negative will be the deserved short price; choice. I’ve been on 
board the GUEST SUITE train since last Fall and while I was disappointed 
with his one-paced effort late in the Risen Star (G2), he didn’t run that 
poorly when one considers he made up ground and was only beaten four 
and a half lengths for all the money. He’s a colt that has always acted as if 
he wanted to go a route of ground, so this mile and a eighth trip figures to 
be right in his wheelhouse. Quality Road colt has a license to move forward 
in his third start off the sidelines, and he sports a quartet of sharp A.M. 
moves since his last race; threat. LOCAL HERO was dead-game in the Risen 
Star (G2)—his first start against winners—as he broke running, sprinted 
clear while setting an honest pace and was collared at the eighth pole to 
finish third, beaten less than five lengths for all the money. Hard Spun colt 
is another who figures to improve making his third start off a layoff, and 
he’s a bit quicker on paper than the other speed in the race, MONACO and 
HOTFOOT. He clearly has some talent and more than likely gained valuable 
seasoning in his last start; contender. SENIOR INVESTMENT has crossed 
the finish line first in his past three starts, and he has demonstrated 
marked improvement since getting Lasix four starts back. Chestnut colt 
has hooked some live maidens in the past, and he out-gamed his 
stablemate It’s Your Nickel, who came back to win a stakes, two starts back 
in New Orleans only to be disqualified to seventh. Improving sort steps up 
to graded stakes company but figures to get an honest pace to set up his 
late run; rallies for part with a top effort. 
 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-3-4 
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Spot Plays: Gulfstream Park 
April 1, 2017 
 
RACE FOURTEEN—The Xpressbet Florida Derby (G1) 
(6:40 P.M. Eastern): 
The late running GUNNEVERA—a Green Sheet favorite—is the class of the 
field in the 2017 renewal of the Florida Derby (G1), and he should get 
honest early splits in front of him to set up his late kick with the likes of 
STATE OF HONOR, THREE RULES, ALWAYS DREAMING and CHARLIE 
THE GREEK entered in this nine-furlong affair. Chestnut finished with zeal 
into an opening quarter of :23 and change and a half in :47 flat to win the 
Fountain of Youth (G2) by open lengths against an arguably tougher field, 
and the opening splits figure to be comparable in this spot. The wide post 
draw shouldn’t be a concern for the Dialed In colt, as jockey Javier 
Castellano figures to ease over to the rail after the break to save ground, 
make his move at the quarter pole and his mount should relish the extra 
sixteenth of a mile. He has been first-or-second in four-of-five starts 
lifetime at Gulfstream and has a license to move forward making the third 
start of his current form cycle; choice. The improving colt IMPRESSIVE 
EDGE wasn’t a factor in his only prior graded stakes appearance, however 
he demonstrated a nice turn of foot to win an entry-level allowance race in 
Hallandale Beach nearly 30 days ago at 50 cents on the dollar by open 
lengths. Bay Harlan’s Holiday colt is bred to relish the stretch-out around 
two turns, and he should get a dream mid-pack, stalking trip and have first 
crack at the fading speed. He has won two-of-three starts since entering 
trainer Dale Romans’ barn, and he has improved as the distance of his 
races has increased. He’s 12-1 on the morning line and this isn’t the 
toughest Florida Derby (G1) field ever assembled; wouldn’t ignore. 
ALWAYS DREAMING fits the profile of recent Todd Pletcher three-year-old 
stakes winners One Liner and Malagacy at Oaklawn Park—well-bred, 
lightly raced horses stepping up in class to graded stakes company—
however, this is Gulfstream Park, and this colt exits a criminally slow race. 
Six-figure son of Bodemeister has won both his starts for the Pletcher 
outfit by a combined total of 15 and a half lengths while getting hammered 
at the windows, however he got away with murder on the front end in his 
last start, doling out four panels in :51 and change and six furlongs in 1:16 
4/5 while beating a 90-1 shot and a 23-1 rank outsider by open lengths. His 
best efforts to date have been on or near the lead, and he’ll have other 
front-running types to deal with from the opening bell if he’s on the bridle 
early. He sports sharp two-turn form and has room to improve making he 
third start of his current form cycle, however he gets tested for class in 
this affair and will garner attention at the betting windows. The race shape 
from a pace perspective hurts his chances; tab for a minor award. The 
speedy THREE RULES broke running and made all the pace in the 
Fountain of Youth (G2) before tiring the last eighth of a mile, and he will 
have to deal with other front-running types while breaking from the 10-
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hole and stretching out a sixteenth in this spot. On the positive side, he 
loves to win, loves Gulfstream Park and has never put forth a poor effort 
from eight starts lifetime. Gone Astray colt is sitting on a sharp five-furlong 
breeze and is eligible for improvement in his third start off a layoff, 
however he figures to be in the midst of an honest early pace and hasn’t 
had his picture taken vs. open company since last summer; hangs on for a 
minor award with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-8-4-10 
  


