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Keeneland Race Course: Spring Meet 2017 
Second Day: Saturday, April 8 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. Eastern 
Record: 10-4-0-2; 40% winners, 60% in the money 
 
RACE ONE 
This high-end optional claiming, “non-winners of three lifetime” allowance 
heat drew a compact field but it came up salty, as one can make a case for 
any horse in the race. With that in mind, I’ll go with the price play 
IMPROVISER, who is a healthy 10-1 on the morning line and figures to go 
off at an even higher price. Son of Nobiz Like Shobiz proved to be an astute 
claim for $15K, as he stepped up in class and handled conditioned $30K 
claiming types by open lengths in 1:10 2/5 despite getting bumped hard at 
the break. Undefeated colt will be tighter making his second start off the 
shelf, is bred to handle the extra eighth of a mile in distance and should get 
a good trip stalking the pace; “live” longshot. BITUMEN is a grade-three 
stakes winner at this six-furlong trip on dirt and he will appreciate turning 
back in distance in this spot. Mineshaft colt exits grade-one stakes 
company and returns to the allowance ranks looking for a reversal form, 
and he hasn’t ben seen at the races for six months. He’s a fast, talented colt 
and is a contender in this heat on back class alone, however he’s unproven 
beyond three-quarters of a mile, will be a short price and may be a start 
away from his best effort; likely for part, taking a stand against for top 
honors. CHIEF KNOW IT ALL pressed the pace and won his last start off a 
layoff for fun, and he returns to allowance company after a lackluster 
performance in the Southwest Stakes (G3) at Oaklawn. Gray Flashy Bull 
colt turns back to a seven-furlong trip in this spot which seems well within 
his scope, and he has finished in the money in five-of-seven starts lifetime 
for the high-percentage Brad Cox outfit; contender. The lone filly in the 
field, CON TE PARTIRO, returns to the races off an extended layoff, 
however she won a $100K stake at Saratoga off a lengthy freshening in the 
past, and she beat colts when breaking her maiden at first asking in 
Lexington last spring over the Headley course at a four-and-a-half-furlong 
trip. Scat Daddy filly ran well down the hill at Santa Anita in her most 
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recent start facing open company, where she was beaten less than three 
lengths for all the money in a $101K stakes. On the down side, she’s 
unproven beyond five panels on dirt, a surface on which she has shown 
speed in the past and the early splits figure to be honest in this heat. She 
seems to be better on grass; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-3-1 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The chestnut mare ETIQUETTE broke her maiden buy 10 lengths when 
turning back in distance to a sprint for trainer Graham Motion last 
September in Maryland, and the well-bred daughter of Tapit is less than 
two lengths shy of being a perfect three-for-three for her new outfit. Five-
year-old has finished in the money in 70 percent of her starts lifetime, and 
she was a scant neck off the win against a tough entry-level allowance field 
when she was last seen in Lexington. She’s capable of a winning effort 
fresh; rates top billing. TRUE ROMANCE is a mere one-for-18 lifetime, 
however the daughter of Yes It’s True loves to run second and held her 
own against “a other than” allowance company last summer at Saratoga. 
Tactical speedster will be a pace factor, but could be a race away from her 
best performance returning off a five-month plus hiatus; figures for part, 
taking a stand against for top honors. The well-bred filly ANNATHELA (by 
Elusive Quality out of a Storm Cat mare) returns to allowance company 
after an uninspiring fourth place effort in the $50K Minaret at Tampa Bay 
Downs, and she has finished in the money in her past five races outside of 
stakes company. She seems to be at her best at this six-furlong trip and 
attracts the services of Julien Leparoux; threat. The Successful Appeal 
filly TOASTED will face winners for the first time in this spot, but she broke 
her maiden by open lengths at Tampa Bay Downs and her only off the 
board effort from five prior starts was at Churchill Downs last fall where 
she bore out at the start and never picked up the bit. She’s capable of a 
money finish off the shelf; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-6-4 
 
 
RACE THREE 
I’ll take a shot with another price play in the day’s third on the card—a 
$62K optional claiming, second-level allowance event that promises to 
have a hot early pace—as ESPOSITO (6-1 morning line) figures to get a 
great trip stalking anticipated swift early fractions. Canadian-bred son of 
Ghostzapper hasn’t been seen at the races since last summer, where he 
was beaten 14 lengths and change in the $1 million Queen’s Plate—the first 
leg of the Canadian Triple Crown—on a Tapeta synthetic surface, however 
he cleared the “one other than” allowance condition off a near six-month 
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freshening. Bay colt sports sharp dirt form sprinting and is stakes placed 
over a “sloppy” main track around two-turns. Synthetic-to-dirt angle looks 
playable; likely overlay. SCHIVARELLI drops in for a tag off a pair of flat 
efforts facing stakes company and will get blinkers for the first time in this 
affair. Montbrook gelding has never missed the trifecta from three prior 
starts in Lexington and hasn’t been worse than third in his past five 
outings hooking optional claiming/allowance company. I like the fact that 
Julien Leparoux takes the call, and his mount is capable of a winning effort 
off the sidelines; contends on the drop. The fleet of foot MANIACAL has 
never run a poor race in his career, however he returns to the races off an 
extended layoff in this spot and has been stopped on frequently in his 
impressive, albeit limited racing career. Wesley Ward homebred made all 
the pace in the Amsterdam (G2) at Saratoga when he was last seen at the 
races and finished a length and change off eventual multiple grade one 
winner Mind Your Biscuits in a six-and-a-half-furlong race that went in a 
snappy 1:15 1/5. Chestnut is a length shy of being undefeated in Lexington 
and is capable of a winning effort off a layoff, however CONTROL STAKE 
and MAYOR MAC have comparable early speed and this fellow figures to be 
in the midst of a hot pace; hangs around for a minor award at low odds with 
a top effort. MALIBU SUNSET returns to trainer Wayne Catalano’s barn 
after getting served at low odds for trainer Bob Baffert in the $151K 
California Chrome Stakes at Los Alamitos last April, and he will make his 
first start in 11 months and change in this heat. Well-bred Bernardini colt’s 
(he’s out of a Storm Cat mare) lone sprint effort was won in front-running 
fashion and there are a handful of other entrants that are quicker than he 
is on paper. He’ll be relegated to a stalking trip and may be a start away 
from his best effort; more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-2-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The improving colt GIUSEPPE THE GREAT just missed the win when 
stretching out to a seven-furlong trip in his most recent race in South 
Florida, and he was only two lengths and change off the likely favorite for 
this race, SWITZERTLAND, in his career debut at Gulfstream. Looking At 
Lucky colt should get a ground-saving, stalking trip on the fence under 
jockey Nik Juarez, a talented young rider, and his primary adversary—the 
aforementioned SWITZERLAND—will have to use some of his natural speed 
early to compensate for his wide post draw. His 3-1 morning line odds 
seem legit; choice. The $500,000 Speightstown colt SWITZERLAND was 
hammered down to 40 cents on the dollar in his career debut in Hallandale 
Beach, where he pressed honest fractions and was a solid second, beaten a 
length for all the money and finishing two and three-quarter lengths to the 
good of the top choice. That maiden allowance heat went in a slow 1:12 1/5 
and they came home in an ordinary :13 and change, however this fellow 
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has plenty of upside to him and will likely move forward making just his 
second career start in this affair. Jokey Joel Rosario will have to use some 
of his mount’s speed to get position breaking from the 12-hole but, of the 
horses than have run before, there isn’t a ton of speed assembled, though 
he may hook up with GIUSEPPE THE GREAT again from the opening bell 
just as they did at Gulfstream. This isn’t a very deep maiden allowance 
race by Keeneland standards; major player. SOUPER FLY OVER hasn’t 
been seen at the races since last summer, however he ran well in his career 
debut at Monmouth to finish second, beaten two and a quarter lengths for 
all the money, while splitting a pair of next out winners in the process. 
$400K son of Ghostzapper will make his first start for trainer Mark Casse, 
who puts blinkers on his charge for the first time. He figures to prominent 
early with the hood on and stretching out a quarter-mile; threat. Whitney 
homebred AMERICAN SPARROW was the recipient of a wide trip and was 
no match for the top choice in his debut run at Gulfstream Park, but 
trainer Ian Wilkes doesn’t crank his charges up early and tends to race his 
stock into shape. I like the slight turn back to this six-and-a-half-furlong 
trip; tighter this time. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-12-9-5 
 
 
RACE FIVE  
The chestnut CHANNEL MAKER figures to get a ground-saving trip on the 
hedge and returns to allowance company for a new barn off a trio of efforts 
against graded-stakes company. His past three losses have come at the 
hands of classy stock including Ticonderoga, Oscar Performance, and Good 
Samaritan, and this fellow obviously has some talent as he broke his 
maiden in a restricted stakes race on the weeds at Woodbine. He’ll be 
tighter in his second start off a layoff for Hall of Fame trainer Bill Mott; 
formidable. HORSE FLY owns some “sneaky” back class having faced the 
likes of quality runners such as Girvin, Hence, J Boys Echo, and Parlor in 
the past, and he sports solid turf form, finishing a close second in his last 
two starts on the green. I like the way this well-bred daughter of Mineshaft 
(he’s out of a Giant’s Causeway mare) rebounded with a solid fourth place 
effort after getting outclassed in the Risen Star (G2), and he has been first 
or second in 50 percent of his starts lifetime. Dirt-to-turf angle looks very 
playable and this guy is 12-1 on the morning line; “live” longshot. BIRD’S 
EYE VIEW is graded-stakes-placed on the grass at Saratoga and figured to 
need his last start off a near-five month layoff, where he finished three 
lengths and change behind Holiday Stone in the $75K Columbia at Tampa 
Bay Downs, and that rival ran huge to be a close second in yesterday’s 
Transylvania Stakes (G3T) at 34-1. The wide post draw is reason for 
concern, but he should improve in the second start of his current form 
cycle; threat. HEAVEN IS WAITING returns to the allowance ranks off a 
pair of off-the-board efforts facing stakes company, and the son of Creative 
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Cause will make his first start as a gelding for the Chad Brown barn in this 
spot. Ramsey homebred finished behind BIRD’S EYE VIEW in last fall’s 
Bourbon Stakes (G3T) in Lexington, however he had a rough trip having to 
steady on the clubhouse turn. He also got shuffled back early in his last 
start over “yielding” ground in a one-turn mile setup at Belmont Park; 
contends on drop with a clean trip. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-12-4 
 
 
RACE SIX—The Commonwealth (G3) 
The multiple-grade-one winner A.P. INDIAN is the class of the field, has 
won nine of his past 13 starts and is a perfect four-for-four on dirt going 
seven-eighths of a mile—all factors that will make him very tough to beat in 
this spot at low odds. Well-bred bay son of Indian Charlie set a track record 
while winning a thrilling renewal of last year’s Phoenix (G2) at Keeneland, 
beating both LIMOUSINE LIBERAL and AMI’S FLATTER, and he possesses 
lethal tactical speed. Love that the seven-year-old comes into this heat 
fresh for the high-percentage Arnaud Delacour outfit, as he ran like he was 
a bit over the top in last year’s Breeder’s Cup, reeling off triple digit speed 
figures versus stakes company at will since last spring. His past two losses 
have come at the hands of the speedy Defrong and the freakish Runhappy, 
and he ran huge in his last start off the shelf versus stakes company in 
New Jersey. He sports a solid work tab at Tampa Bay Downs in 
preparation for his seasonal debut; major player. The seven-furlong 
specialist AMI’S FLATTER won this race last year for trainer Josie Carroll 
and was only three lengths and change off the top choice and LIMOUSIUNE 
LIBERAL when he was last seen in Lexington. The bay’s form improved 
when he was re-introduced to blinkers in the $100K Challenger Stakes at 
Tampa in his most recent start, where he was a game second coming off a 
near two-month layoff. He’ll love turning back to a distance at which he has 
won three-of-four starts lifetime, and he has never missed the trifecta at 
Keeneland; contender. The Live Oak homebred AWESOME SLEW ran well 
in his first start for trainer Mark Casse, rallying to be second behind the 
crack middle-distance horse Sharp Azteca in a grade two stakes at 
Gulfstream in his most recent outing, and the son of Awesome Again has 
finished in the money in 70 percent of his starts lifetime. Bay colt turns 
back in distance off his past seven starts in this affair, and his past sprint 
form is pretty solid. I like the wide post draw coming out of the chute, he 
has a versatile running style and the price will be square; lots to like. No 
doubt LIMOUSINE LIBERAL is a nice horse, but the top choice has owned 
him in the past and it has been almost a year to the day since he last had 
his picture taken. On the positive side, he can be brilliant when he’s right, 
as he set (and still holds) the track record in Lexington for six and a half 
furlongs on dirt when he won a “two other than” allowance race by open 
lengths last spring in 1:15 flat. Son of Successful Appeal gave A.P. INDIAN 
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all he wanted and more in last year’s Phoenix (G2), which went in a track-
record 1:08 2/5, however he stretches out to a distance at which he’s zero-
for-three lifetime in this spot and he has never won with blinkers. Demand 
a square price if you like him; figures for part, taking a stand against for 
top honors.  
 
SELECTIONS: 8-7-9-3 
 
 
RACE SEVEN—The Shakertown (G2) 
The hard-knocking, 16-time winner HOGY is a crack turf sprint specialist 
that hasn’t missed the trifecta in his past six starts going short on the 
weeds, and he’s coming off a game win over fellow entrant GREEN MASK 
in the $50K Colonel Power at Fair Grounds back in February. Offlee Wild 
gelding doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds to be a factor, and he 
has finished in the money in an impressive 12-of-15 starts lifetime at this 
five-and-a-half-furlong trip on turf. Scott Becker’s barn is off to a good start 
in 2017, winning races at a 31 percent clip, and this fellow responds to 
jockey Florent Geroux’s handling. The only concern is the zero-for-three 
lifetime record on the lawn in Lexington; rates top billing in a competitive 
race. GREEN MASK just missed winning his past two starts off layoffs, and 
this consistent son of Mizzen Mast was only a length off the top choice in 
his most recent start off a near two-month layoff in New Orleans. Six-year-
old has finished in the money in six-of-nine starts since entering the Brad 
Cox barn, and his only off-the-board effort from his past seven starts was 
in the Breeder’s Cup Turf Sprint (G1T), where he broke from the 14-hole, 
had to steady early, and rallied to be a good fifth, beaten two lengths and 
change for all the money. He nearly won the 2015 Breeder’s Cup Turf 
Sprint (G1T) when last seen on the lawn in Lexington, finishing a close 
third behind fellow entrant MONGOLIAN SATURDAY; major player. 
MONGOLIAN SATURDAY’s form has been suspect of late going short on 
turf in South Florida, however the seven-year-old bay gelding will return to 
the site of his 2015 Breeder’s Cup victory in this heat, and he beat the top 
choice on the square the last time he was seen on turf at Keeneland as the 
tepid favorite in last fall’s Woodford Stakes (G3T). Millionaire is sitting on 
a razor-sharp, bullet half-mile move in :46 4/5 at Gulfstream, gets a 
positive rider change to Jose Lezcano and has a license to improve in the 
third start of his current form cycle. He’s the “horse for the course” in the 
race; foolish to slight his chances. RAINBOW HEIR has won two of his past 
three starts off the sidelines and is coming off a game effort in the $125K 
Gulfstream Turf Sprint Stakes in late January, where he just missed 
upending the multiple graded stakes winner Power Alert and finished a 
half-length to the good of Long On Value, who nearly annexed the Group 1 
Al Quoz Sprint last month on the Dubai World Cup card. Consistent 
chestnut has never been off the board for high-percentage trainer Jason 
Servis, and his versatile running style will serve him well in this spot. 
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Negatives include his one-for-four lifetime record at this five-and-a-half-
furlong distance on turf, and he only has one published work since his last 
start; contender nonetheless. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-6-2 
 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Madison (G1) 
The bay mare HIGH RIDGE ROAD is a nose shy of winning five-of-six starts 
since entering trainer Linda Rice’s barn, and she’s coming off her first 
graded stakes win in her first crack at a seven-furlong trip over a good field 
in the Barbara Fritchie (G2) at Laurel that included fellow entrant 
CLOTHES FALL OFF. Quality Road mare ran a good race in her career 
debut at Keeneland two springs ago and is capable of winning effort off the 
sidelines. Maryland-based jockey Horacio Karamanos has been white hot 
lately; gets the nod. PAULASSILVERLINING will make her first start for 
the high-percentage Chad Brown barn off a near four-month layoff, and 
she’s coming off a huge year in 2016, as she won five-of-nine starts 
including three graded stakes. Ultra-consistent bay daughter of 
Ghostzapper has finished in the money in 15-of-18 starts lifetime but is 
vulnerable going seven-eighths of a mile. Her last three wins have come at 
distances from six to six and a half furlongs; figures for part, playing 
against for the win at a short price. Southern California invader 
CONSTELLATION has never missed the exacta since she moved into Hall of 
Famer Jerry Hollendorfer’s outfit, and she figured to be a start away from 
her best effort off a two-month plus layoff in her last race, where she was 
flying late at 90 cents on the dollar to be second in the Las Flores (G3), a 
race that also included fellow entrant PONDER LEA. Chestnut miss beat a 
nice filly in Finleysluckycharm in the La Brea (G1) two starts back in a 
seven-furlong heat that went in 1:21 4/5. She’ll appreciate stretching out 
an eighth of a mile in this spot, will be tighter in her second start off the 
shelf and a SoCal shipper (Big Score, $22.40) won yesterday’s feature in 
Lexington; contender. KATHBALLU has been first or second in three-of-
five starts lifetime at Keeneland, and she has won three of her past four 
starts at this seven-furlong trip. Daughter of Bluegrass Cat’s best races 
have come against lesser stock and she steps up to grade one company, 
however she’s sharp right now and is 12-1 on the morning line; value play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-4-3  
 
 
RACE NINE—The Central Bank Ashland Stakes (G1) 
The improving filly ELATE appears to be sitting on a big race for trainer 
Billy Mott, and the well-bred daughter of Medaglia d’Oro has given a good 
account of herself in her past two starts stepping up to stakes company in 
Arkansas and Florida, respectively. She went off favored in the Honeybee 
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(G3) in her last start in Hot Springs, was taken out of her element after 
getting bothered at the start, yet rallied from well off the pace to be third, 
beaten four lengths and change for all the money. She’ll be closer to the 
early pace with a clean trip, sitting behind the likes of SOMEDAY SOON, 
SAILOR’S VALENTINE and TAPPED who figure to carve out an honest 
pace. Mott won this race in 2013 with Emollient; choice. DADDYS LIL 
DARLING didn’t run poorly against a deep field when trying the turf for the 
first time in her most recent outing in the Florida Oaks (G3T) at Tampa 
Bay Downs, but she will appreciate retuning to a dirt surface in this spot. 
Scat Daddy filly overcame a wide post draw and fired like a shot from off 
the pace to be second in the Alcibiades Stakes (G1) last fall in her only 
prior start in Lexington, and she figures to get an honest pace in front of 
her in this affair to set up her late run. Closer will come running from 
downtown; threat to get up in the shadow of the wire. PRETTY CITY 
DANCER got a legitimate pace in front of her but didn’t fire at 3-1 in the 
Davona Dale (G2) in her most recent outing, but that was her first start 
with blinkers and trainer Mark Casse takes the hood off in this spot. 
$825,000 Tapit filly is a half-length shy of wining her past four starts 
including the grade one Spinaway (G1) at Saratoga without blinkers. It’s 
interesting that regular rider Leparoux is named on a 30-1 shot in this 
race, but her connections are looking to change things up hoping for form 
reversal. She has a license to move forward in her third start off a layoff; 
improvement expected. Trainer Casse has been shopping for a spot for 
SUMMER LUCK and decided on this heat, which will be the daughter of 
Lookin At Lucky’s first start around two turns. Consistent filly has never 
run a bad race in her career and has retained solid form while moving up 
in class. She nearly broke her maiden right out of the box in her only other 
start at Keeneland, and she figures to attend the pace on the stretch out 
under jockey Florent Geroux; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-3-5 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Toyota Blue Grass Stakes (G2) 
The $1.2 million colt TAPWRIT rates a slight edge in this year’s renewal of 
the nine-furlong Blue Grass Stakes (G2), as the gray son of Tapit has 
improved since stretching out in distance and is a scant length and a half 
shy of being a perfect four-for-four with blinkers. He has enough natural 
speed to stay close to WILD SHOT, who figures to have things his own way 
on the front-end early in this paceless heat, and he will get the first jump 
on likely favorite MCCRAKEN. He acts as if he will relish the extra 
sixteenth of a mile and is likely to move forward making the third start of 
his current form cycle. Trainer Todd Pletcher has won this race three 
times (Carpe Diem 2015, Monba 2008 and Bandini in 2005); choice. The 
undefeated colt MCCRAKEN returns to the races off a near two-month 
hiatus after sustaining an unspecified minor injury following his win in the 
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Sam F. Davis (G3) over the top choice back in early February. Late running 
colt doesn’t figure to get hot splits in front of him to set up his late kick as 
WILD SHOT is the lone confirmed front-runner on paper, however he 
closed into fractions of :47 1/5 and 1:12 flat in his Kentucky Jockey Club 
Stakes (G2) last fall. Trainer Ian Wilkes shipped the bay son of 
Ghostzapper into Keeneland early to get him used to the surroundings, and 
his local work tab is gap-free and sharp since last month. I’m a little 
worried how he will react in a race coming off a minor setback, but it’s hard 
to knock his past form; major player. PRACTICAL JOKE probably needed 
his last start off a near four-month layoff, where he made a solid move 
from off the pace to finish a good second behind the multiple stakes winner 
Gunnevera, who was the beaten favorite in the Florida Derby (G1) off that 
effort. Bay son of Into Mischief has never run a bad race in his career 
facing, primarily, grade one and grade two stakes company, but all three of 
his career wins have been around one turn. The wide post draw shouldn’t 
be a factor in this nine furlong heat that has a smallish field, and he will be 
tighter in this spot making his second start off a layoff; contender. WILD 
SHOT is still eligible for the “non-winners of two lifetime” condition, but is 
the lone speed in this race on paper, always an attractive betting angle. 
Trappe Shot colt is grade one stakes placed going a route of ground on the 
main track at Keeneland, and he was a game second to MCCRAKEN last 
fall at Churchill and was third to the top choice in his most recent start at 
Tampa Bay Downs. He’s 15-1 on the morning line and will likely go off at 
longer odds. He’s capable of shocking this field at a big price; wouldn’t 
ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-7-5  
 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
The chestnut filly ASTICOU TRAIL has never put forth a poor effort on 
“firm” turf, and her form has improved noticeably with Lasix. Trainer 
Shug McGaughey’s barn is off to a good start in 2017, winning at a 20 
percent clip, and his charge acts as if she’ll like this mile and an eighth trip 
on the weeds and comes into this heat fresh; tab for top honors. I’m not 
crazy about the wide post draw, but STEALING HOLLY is a $475K 
daughter of Tapit that was a good third her turf debut a Delaware Park, 
however she hasn’t been seen at the races since last summer. She sports a 
gap-free South Florida work tab since late February, but may be a start 
away from a winning effort; improvement expected, however. PLAYA 
BLANCA split a field of eight in her career debut at Tampa going a mile, 
where she found her best stride late and rallied to be fourth, beaten five 
lengths for all the money against maiden allowance company. She gets 
Lasix for the first time in this spot and is 8-1 on the morning line. Evans 
homebred hails from a good outfit; has the looks of a overlay. LIDO ran a 
huge race from off the pace in her career debut at Gulfstream back in 
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February, where she was beaten three lengths for the win despite getting 
forced out and having to steady in the stretch. Bay filly will improve with a 
clean trip, but will garner plenty of attention at the windows in this wide-
open heat. She figures for a share of the purse money, but I’m inclined to 
look for value; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-12-8-2 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 


