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Keeneland Race Course: Spring Meet 2017 
Fourth Day: Wednesday, April 12 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. Eastern 
Record: 30-7-7-3; 23% winners, 57% in the money 
 
RACE ONE 
Trainer Wesley Ward and jockey Julio Garcia have won both previous baby 
races at the current tilt, and they will team up with the Trappe Shot colt 
McERIN in this $60,000 four and a half furlong affair for the juveniles. 
Waterford Stable homebred sports a couple of nice speed-oriented public 
works in South Florida and, more impressively, a solid, easy half-mile 
breeze from the gate locally. There’s no value to be had with this chestnut 
colt, however one eliminates Ward runners two-year-old races at 
Keeneland at their own peril. He’ll break running; choice. The lone filly 
BANGLE has a turf route-oriented pedigree, as she’s by Giant’s Causeway 
out of a Unbridled’s Song mare, however she’s another entrant trained by 
Wesley Ward, whose outfit wins at a high-percentage, especially with 
juveniles making their career debut. Bay miss posted a public work a full 
second faster than stablemate McERIN—who was breezing from the gate—
on April 1 in Lexington and while she was bred by the trainer, she’s owned 
by high-profile connections; foolish to slight her chances. CROSSFIRE 
fetched $30,000 as a yearling, and her public work tab since mid-January 
is pretty consistent. Trainer John Hancock arguably does his best work 
with juveniles and points his young horses for Keeneland’s Spring Meet. 
Lanerie has been riding the barn’s babies; contender. INDIAN 
INTERPRETER was a $30,000 Ocala two-year-old in training purchase 
earlier this year and will debut with Lasix. I like the wide post draw coming 
out of the chute, but would like to see a horse breaking to his outside, as 
young horses making their first start can break outward without company 
to their outside. He’s 8-1 on the morning line; worth a look in the paddock 
and post parade.  
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-3-8 
 



	 2	

 
RACE TWO 
Even though the fleet-of-foot BOTTLE WALK figures to be part of a quick 
early pace in this $20K conditioned claiming heat, the bay filly takes a 
noticeable class drop in this affair from the “a other than” allowance ranks 
in New Orleans and is the class of a weak field. Daughter of Tale of the Cat 
figures to get a pressing/stalking trip under jockey Julien Leparoux—who 
already has five winners at the meet—as the Louisiana-bred ACTIVE 
RUNNER looks to be a shade quicker than this fellow on paper. Four-year-
old was a good second to a next-out winner when last seen in Lexington, 
and she has never missed the exacta going seven-eighths of a mile; major 
player. The appropriately named ACTIVE RUNNER has fired off :21 and 
change opening quarter-mile splits in two of her past four starts, and she 
figures to set a pressured pace from her inside post draw—not always 
advantageous coming out of the chute. Louisiana-bred will appreciate the 
surface change back to the main track in this spot, and while she exits 
restricted company at Fair Grounds, this will be her first start in the 
conditioned claiming ranks and she catches a light field. Turf-to-dirt angle 
looks playable and she’s on the drop; contender. The chestnut filly NATIVE 
INDY finished in the money in 10-of-15 starts in 2016, has a money finish 
over Keeneland’s main track and won her past two starts going seven-
eighths of a mile, albeit over a synthetic surface. Saint Ballado filly likes to 
come from off the pace on the main track, and she figures to get honest 
splits in front of her to set up her late kick. The race shape from a pace 
perspective works in her favor; tab for a minor award. ALTA RITA hasn’t 
missed the exacta in her past two starts off layoffs, and she returns to the 
races off a near two-month hiatus in this spot. Throw out the turf starts at 
Kentucky Downs and Indiana Downs and her form looks better, however 
her best races have been at distances between five and half and six and a 
half furlongs. Seven-eighths may be beyond her scope; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-4-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The front-running chestnut gelding BRUNERSTOWN gets a favorable pace 
setup in this $20K maiden claiming affair going a mile and a sixteenth on 
the main track, as he figures to get a clear lead and set a moderate pace for 
the first quarter-mile, as this heat has a dearth of early speed types. He 
does like to quit but his best race to date was on dirt at Churchill, and he 
returns to the main track in this spot off an encouraging third-place effort 
at Turfway on Polytrack facing slightly lesser stock at nearly 16-1. There 
are no world-beaters in here, and he’s, incredibly, 12-1 on the morning line 
against a pretty soft crew; choice, gate-to-wire. LO’S JOURNEY didn’t pick 
his feet up against maiden $7,500 types at Ellis in his only prior 
appearance on dirt, however he has shown improvement of late against 
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tougher adversaries since the blinkers came off at Keeneland last fall, 
where he was overmatched at 92-1 in a mile and a half turf race hooking 
maiden allowance company. He was flying late while wide in his most 
recent start when stretching out around two turns, and he hasn’t missed 
the trifecta in four of his past five starts; contender. Trainer Andrew 
McKeever, who had a winner on the drop on Sunday’s card (Forty Acres, 
$12.20) is throwing the kitchen sink at FRONTLINER looking for form 
reversal—blinkers on, first-time gelding, turf-to-dirt and, most importantly, 
a hard class drop. He did hook Florida Derby (G1) winner Always 
Dreaming in his career debut but has shown little to date at the races; class 
descent is the biggest appeal. HOWLIN MAD SMITH has been served up in 
his past three starts against maiden $20K rivals and is a deep closer in a 
field that lacks front-running types. On the positive side, he has never tried 
two turns on dirt and returns to the main track off a lackluster turf debut 
in his last start, and he has finished in the money in three of his past four 
outings on the main track; minor award candidate. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-8-6 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
SECEDE, a War Front homebred, is the controlling speed in this nine-
furlong maiden allowance event for three-year-old fillies, and the bay ran a 
big race when getting Lasix for the first time in her two-turn turf debut at 
Tampa Bay Downs back in early March, where she was beaten a neck for 
all the money after setting legitimate splits as the 2-1 favorite. She has a 
license to move forward in the second form of her current form cycle, and 
jockey Leparoux is winning at a healthy 27 percent clip thus far at the 
meet; choice. The late-running filly UNION WAY comes into this heat with a 
pair of nine-furlong grass races under her belt, the most recent of which 
was a strong fourth-place finish at Gulfstream, where she rallied to be 
fourth of 13 while breaking from the 11-hole, beaten three lengths by a 
next-out winner while running in the seven-path in the stretch. Bay Union 
Rags filly was a good third despite hopping at the start in her last start off 
a layoff, and trainer Rusty Arnold sent out Romantic Vision ($8.80) to win 
an allowance race on Sunday’s card. She demonstrated marked 
improvement in her last start when getting blinkers for the first time; 
contender. EMPRESSOF THE NILE finished two lengths and change in 
front of UNION WAY in her most recent start at Gulfstream Park, and she 
is another entrant that has improved with the addition of blinkers. The 
best effort of her career to date was going nine furlongs on turf, and she’s 
eligible for improvement making the third start of her current form cycle. 
She has been a different filly on the weeds; threat. I love Exchange Rate 
fillies, and the chestnut AUNTIE’S THE ONE is bred to like the surface 
change to turf. She fetched $155K as a yearling and acts like she will 
appreciate the extra sixteenth of a mile in this spot, as she hit her best 
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stride too late in her most recent outing going a mile and a sixteenth at 
Oaklawn Park, where she was beaten four lengths and change by a next-
out winner. She’s 10-1 on the morning line; likely overlay. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-6-4 
 
RACE FIVE 
The Stroll filly WALKABOUT was only beaten two lengths in the Falls City 
Handicap (G2) when she was last seen at the races last November at 
Churchill Downs, where she rallied from off the pace to be third at 23-1. 
Bay miss is capable of running well fresh, she’s a head shy of winning her 
past two starts against allowance company and has finished first or second 
in three-of-five starts lifetime at this time and a sixteenth trip on the main 
track. Throw out her effort over a “good” racetrack in a $200K stakes in 
Oklahoma three starts back and her form looks even better; rates top 
billing. TWIRL GIRL is a perfect two-for-two on the main track at 
Keeneland, and this stakes-placed daughter of Twirling Candy gamely 
cleared the “a other than” allowance condition off a layoff when she last 
ran in Lexington. Four-year-old filly stretches out off her past four starts, 
and she has prior money finishes on the main track and the turf course at 
Fair Grounds in two-turn races. She has placed in seven-of-11 starts 
lifetime; horse for the course. FACTORY OF FAITH is the lone four-time 
winner in this field, and her past two main track starts for her new 
connections are solid. Five-year-old daughter of Bluegrass Cat hasn’t 
missed the exacta in her past four starts on dirt, and the Matt Shirer barn 
has made the most of limited starts in 2017. She was off the board in her 
only prior outing in Lexington but will be tighter in her second start off the 
sidelines; threat. I like the way the undefeated filly LONGWING LILY won 
both her races at Tampa, as she had to check at the three-eighths pole and 
rallied to win while wide from off the pace in her maiden score, then she 
split rivals when beating winners at first-asking. I have to wonder how 
tough that optional claiming/entry-level allowance heat was in Oldsmar, 
however, as she was 40 cents on the dollar in a six-horse field. Talented 
daughter of Concord Point will step up second-tier allowance company for 
the first time and catches deep field; more interested as the price 
increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-5-6-2 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The $250,000 Blame colt OUR STORMAN NORMAN always seemed to be 
cut out to be a good horse on dirt, prompting his connections to try him in 
the Delta Jackpot (G3) as a juvenile, where he broke running and was 
engaged in a prolonged duel throughout legitimate splits before tiring in 
the lane. Bay colt has been given plenty of time since that effort, and he 
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broke his maiden by open lengths at Keeneland when last seen turning 
back in distance to a seven-furlong trip. Mark Casse and Live Oak 
Plantation teamed up to win back-to-back graded stakes on the Blue Grass 
Day program with Awesome Slew ($8.20) in the Commonwealth Stakes 
(G3) and Holding Gold ($38.20) in the Shakertown Stakes (G2T). Love the 
turn back in distance, and he gained valuable seasoning against winners in 
his most recent outing; choice. The cleverly-named EXCITATIONS hasn’t 
missed the trifecta from three prior starts, and he gave a good account of 
himself in his first start against winners, albeit in a six-horse field in a race 
that he was bet down to 70 cents on the dollar. Into Mischief colt was only 
a head off top Kentucky Derby (G1) contender and multiple graded stakes 
winner Girvin in his career debut, and I like that he has a two-turn race 
under his belt in his third start off the shelf while turning back to a seven-
eighths trip in this spot; contender. STAPLETON has never run a bad race, 
is a half-length shy of being stakes-placed and was a good third in his first 
start against winners. I’m not crazy about the inside post draw coming out 
of the chute, however this guy hooked a “live” group of maidens in his 
career debut, then tried stakes company before graduating by open 
lengths. He’s another that will benefit from turning back to a one-turn trip; 
threat at a square price. I’m not loving that DILETTANTE is an Unbridled’s 
Song colt that brought $7,000 at public auction, however the gray has 
outrun his sales price and exits graded stakes company in this spot. I like 
the outside post draw coming out of the chute, Hall of Famer D. Wayne 
Lukas takes the blinkers off and turns his charge back in distance, and this 
colt has some “sneaky” back class in the maiden ranks hooking the likes of 
Fact Finding, Rockshaw, Greeley and Ben and Proforma in the past; 
improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-2-11 
 
 
RACE SEVEN  
The bay homebred COMMEND has been first-or-second in four-of-five turf 
starts lifetime and while he has shown some early foot in two-turn turf 
races in the past, he’s tractable enough to rate, a tactic he will have to 
employ to win this flat mile turf race peppered with front-running types. 
Son of War Front ran like a short horse off a near three-month layoff when 
he was last seen at the races in New York hooking entry-level allowance 
company as the 2-1 favorite over “yielding” ground on the inner turf 
course going short at Belmont Park. Four-year-old is stakes-placed 
sprinting on grass, and he is a head shy of winning two of his past three 
starts off layoffs. Claiborne/Dilschneider homebred ran big in his only prior 
outing on the Keeneland lawn; major player. LUCKY RAMSEY has never 
been worse than second from three starts lifetime going eight furlongs on 
turf, and the bay gelding has run big in his past two starts off the sidelines. 
Son of Lookin At Lucky sports a versatile running style and has held 
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honest form while banging around the starter allowance ranks on the 
Kentucky circuit. He has finished first-or-second in six-of-eight turf starts 
lifetime, and I like the jock switch to Corey Lanerie; threat. ALASAAL 
broke his maiden when returning to the grass two starts back at 
Gulfstream, where the War Front gelding had things his own way on the 
front end and won by open lengths as the chalk. It’s very encouraging that 
he came back to just be beaten a neck in his first start against winners at 
22-1, and he is sitting on a bullet half-mile breeze around the “dogs” on the 
turf at Palm Meadows in preparation for this start. He has never been off 
the board from five prior outings lifetime on the grass; contender. GIO’S 
CALLING likes the lawn in Lexington, having never been worse than 
second from two prior starts on turf at Keeneland, and he’s a closer in a 
race that, on paper, will have a legitimate early pace to set up his late kick. 
He hasn’t had his picture taken in nearly a year and probably wants more 
than eight furlongs, however he cannot be dismissed on his affinity for the 
local surroundings; useful on the bottom half of exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-10-4-1  
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
PELONCILLO has never been in this cheap and drops in class off three 
consecutive money finishes against tougher adversaries at Fair Grounds. 
Bay daughter of Harlan’s Holiday has placed in 40 percent of her starts 
lifetime, and she will love turning back to a six-furlong trip in this spot, a 
distance at which she has placed in 50 percent of her lifetime starts; looks 
“live” on the drop. DOLL FACE ran well right out of the box in a slowly run 
heat at Turfway on Polytrack, finishing second of six against maiden 
allowance types. Four-year-old daughter doesn’t have a dirt-oriented 
pedigree, however her lone published work on the main track was a bullet 
:59 4/5 move in Lexington eight days ago. I like the fact the she attracts 
the services of Julien Leparoux, and the class drop into the maiden 
claiming ranks obviously works in her favor; contender. OVERHOLD is two 
deep on the also-eligible list, but she is a filly that is bred to sprint that 
hails from an outfit that wins at a high-percentage with its first-time 
starters. Her public work tab is peppered with gaps from mid-January to 
late March, which is reason for concern, but she’s spotted to be competitive 
right out of the box in for a $30K tag; contends if she runs. DONA ELBA 
has useful past form sprinting on turf and has been well-backed at the 
windows in all five of her prior starts, however the Dixiana homebred was 
the beaten chalk when dropping in for a tag in her most recent race in New 
Orleans. She will be tighter in the second start of her current form cycle 
but will be making her main track debut and isn’t bred to handle the 
surface change; seems destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-8-14(also-eligible)-2  
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