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Keeneland Race Course: Spring Meet 2017 
Twelfth Day: Sunday, April 23 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. Eastern 
Meet Stats to date: 105-28-17-15; 27% winners, 57% in the 
money 
 
 
RACE ONE 
The eight-year-old ROYAL BLESSING has been banging heads with slightly 
tougher rivals on the grass in Hallandale Beach of late, and he hasn’t 
missed the trifecta in his past two starts on the main track. Chestnut 
Kitten’s Joy gelding won his last main track start pressing a quick pace 
facing similar company back in the fall at Keeneland at 5-1, and he’s been 
facing tougher rivals of late in Hallandale Beach. Trainer Brendan Walsh 
sent out Shelbysmile ($10.20) to win yesterday’s fifth race in addition to 
winning the Illinois Derby (G3) with Multiplier ($10.80). He has enough 
natural speed to lay close to projected pacesetter BAGPIPES; choice. 
BAGPIPES is the controlling speed in a race without a preponderance of 
front-runners, and the bay comes into this affair riding a three-race wining 
streak hooking suspect $16-$20,000 open claiming types at Mahoning 
Valley and Sam Houston, respectively. On the down side, he has had things 
his own way on the front-end in his past three wins when allowed to dictate 
a slow pace, and he stretches out an eighth of a mile in this heat. He’ll be 
tighter in his second start off a layoff, but looks to be a cut below others in 
class; hangs around for a minor award with a top try. O T B BOB is a deep 
closer that steps up in class in a race where the early pace figures to be 
soft. Late-runner should appreciate stretching out to nine furlongs, 
however his one-for-six lifetime local record is a bit of a concern; best effort 
yields a minor award. NORTHEAST BOUND is a closer devoid of any early 
lick in a race where the opening splits should be soft. He’s a little better on 
turf, but he won a $16K conditioned claiming race at Gulfstream three 
starts back over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack and there figures to be 
residual moisture in the racetrack today from yesterday’s wet weather in 
Lexington. The race shape from a pace perspective works against his 
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chances, however; looks like an also-ran.  
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-6-5  
 
 
RACE TWO 
SISTER KAN has never missed the trifecta from five prior starts on the 
main track, and this chestnut filly takes a noticeable class drop into the 
$50K, “non-winners of two” lifetime claiming ranks in this heat. Florida-
bred broke her maiden for a $75K tag at Churchill Downs last fall by open 
lengths, and she ran well at Oaklawn facing $50K starter allowance types 
in her first start against winners, then improved upon that effort when she 
caught a “fast” strip two starts back. She was making up ground in the last 
eighth of a mile the last time she was seen in Lexington at a six and a half 
furlong trip, and she will try seven panels for the first time this afternoon; 
major player. SEA HOLIDAY is a lightly-raced Harlan’s Holiday filly that 
broke her maiden on debut by open lengths on the grass in New Jersey, 
beating eventual stakes winner Dynatail in the process, and the daughter 
of Harlan’s Holiday gave a good account of herself in her first start against 
winners off a near two-month layoff in her most recent race at Tampa. She 
drops into conditioned claiming company for the first time and will make 
her main track debut for trainer Christophe Clement, however she’s bred 
to handle the surface change and will get first-time Lasix in this spot. She 
looks “live” on the drop; turf-to-dirt angle playable. PINCH HIT woke up 
when she was dropped in for a $40K tag in her most recent start at 
Oaklawn Park, where she wore down a next-out winner while being hard-
ridden in the final furlong when wearing blinkers for the first time. She 
makes the lateral move into the $50K “non-winners of two lifetime” 
conditioned claiming ranks in this spot for the high-percentage Brad Cox 
outfit and will be tighter in her second start off the sidelines but will try 
winners for the first time; on the fringes. MORE THAN KISSES is a 
$250,000 More Than Ready filly out of an Unbridled’s Song mare that will 
try the main track for the first time, and she’s bred top and bottom to 
handle the surface change for trainer Steve Margolis, whose outfit is 
winning at a healthy 23 percent clip to date for 2017. Her form has been 
erratic with blinkers, however her chances were compromised in her first 
start for her new barn, when she was bumped around at the break in a five 
and a half furlong turf sprint. She had to have needed that effort off an 
extended layoff; improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-8-5-6 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The well-named Hard Spun filly GRATEFUL looks like she has the field in 
today’s third race—an entry-level allowance affair going a flat mile on the 
turf—over the proverbial barrel, as the $250K two-year-old in training 
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purchase has never run a bad race on the turf in New York or South 
Florida for trainer Todd Pletcher, whose outfit is sporting an eye-catching 
60 percent win clip at the tilt. Bay miss won her last start off a layoff 
despite having to steady in the stretch drive, and she just missed second in 
a “live” entry-level allowance affair in her first start against winners at 
Gulfstream back in late January, as the winner of that heat, Dream 
Dancing, came back to win the Herecomesthebride Stakes (G3T) at 
Gulfstream and the runner-up, Chubby Star, won a turf allowance on the 
Blue Grass Day undercard in Lexington on opening weekend. She’ll get a 
ground-saving, stalking trip on the hedge under Castellano; rates top 
billing. The homebred SHES TRICKEY is another filly that has never put 
forth a dull effort on turf, as she’s been a close second in a pair of prior 
grass appearances sprinting and going at route of ground. Daughter of 
Proud Citizen is minor stakes placed at a seven-eighths trip on the main 
track and has never missed the trifecta from five lifetime starts for the 
high-percentage Tom Proctor barn. She’ll be forwardly-placed in a race 
peppered with front-running types, but she has been able to rate in sprint 
races in the past and acts as if she’s tractable enough on paper to settle and 
fire; contender. GENTLE KITTEN may have needed her last start off a brief 
freshening, and this late-running daughter of Kitten’s Joy has honest past 
form over “firm” terrain. The course figures to have a bit of cut in the 
ground after yesterday’s soggy, inclement weather, and she caught a 
“good” course in her career debut. She should get an honest pace to set up 
her late kick, but her first start against winners was uninspiring; tab for a 
minor award. The Shadwell Farm homebred SAMEEHA ran well over the 
winter in three dirt races in Hot Springs, but the daughter of Street Cry 
(Ire) out of a King’s Best mare will try the weeds for the first time in this 
heat and is bred to relish the surface change. Bay filly controlled a 
moderate pace when breaking her maiden stretching out around two-turns 
in her last race, beating a next-out winner in the process as the favorite. 
She will face winners for the first time but has been training forwardly 
since the debut score and is 6-1 on the morning line; likely overlay. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-6-9-2 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The bay filly LADY LT. descends in class into the conditioned $20,000 
claiming ranks in this spot and will try the dirt for the first time this 
afternoon for trainer Rusty Arnold, who won yesterday’s nightcap with 
Awestruck ($4.20). Three-year-old daughter of U.S. Ranger had to steady 
on the hedge at the three-eighths pole in her last start and had a rough trip 
when in over her head in the $60,000 Mrs. President’s Stakes at 
Gulfstream two starts back. She broke her maiden for a $30K tag in South 
Florida and jockey Corey Lanerie had a natural hat trick on yesterday’s 
program; contends on the drop. TIZ MADNESS is a better horse on a 
synthetic surface, but this well-bred daughter of Tiznow out of an Empire 
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Maker mare takes a hard drop in class in this spot into conditioned 
claiming company looking to notch an elusive second lifetime win. Her best 
past form on the main track has been in slow races against suspect 
allowance company at Sam Houston, and she has a penchant for minor 
awards; looks second best again. QUIET SCORE has never hit the board on 
dirt but is another entrant on the drop looking for form reversal. Four-
year-old daughter of Even the Score was all alone on an easy lead after six 
furlongs in a pedestrian 1:13 1/5 and was bankrupt in the drive when she 
was last seen in Lexington facing $30K “non-winners of two lifetime” 
claiming company, and the lone win of her career came against maidens at 
Turfway on Polytrack on New Year’s Eve 2015. It’s been a long time 
between drinks; hangs around for part with top effort. DOUBLE FIRST 
improved markedly when her connections dropped her in for a $35K tag in 
her most recent start at Oaklawn Park, where she stalked the pace and 
won by open lengths under jockey Declan Cannon. Improving chestnut filly 
takes the next logical step into the $20,000 conditioned claiming ranks for 
her first crack at winners, and there are no world beaters in this heat; 
useful when spreading in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-4-1 
 
RACE FIVE 
IRST overcame an eventful start in his career debut at Saratoga and 
finished with authority while breaking from a wide post draw in a six-
furlong race that went in a snappy 1:10 2/5. $180,000 Union Rags colt 
didn’t garner much attention in the debut run, as he went off at nearly 12-
1, but they got the last eighth in that heat in a respectable :12 4/5, and he 
was making up all kinds of ground late. He hasn’t been seen at the races in 
over seven months, but has been training forwardly at Palm Beach Downs 
for the Todd Pletcher barn, an outfit that wins at a high-percentage with 
horses coming back to the races of extended layoffs and is knocking out 
races at a 60 percent clip at the current meet. It’s hard to discount 
anything this barn leads over at the meet; formidable. HEARTWOOD 
hooked a “live” group of maidens in his career debut in Hot Springs and has 
encountered rough trips in both his previous starts. I like that this 
$500,000 son of Tapit has a pair of two-turn route races under his belt and 
turns back to an extended sprint in this spot for Hall of Fame trainer Steve 
Asmussen, and he sports a solid, gap-free work tab since his two-month 
hiatus from racing. He comes in fresh; contender. EXTRICATE makes up 
the other half of a formidable, uncoupled Asmussen entry and this regally-
bred $1.1 million yearling purchase is by the top sire Medaglia d’Oro out of 
the hard-knocking racemare Kid Kate, a stakes winner at age two, three, 
four and five. Bay colt went off favored on debut in New Orleans and was an 
honest second in a six-furlong race that was clocked in a swift 1:10 4/5. He 
has a tons of upside, will more than likely move forward in his second 
career start and figures to be prominent early stretching out around two-
turns for the first time. Even though he returns to the races off a two-
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month layoff, he’ll be tighter and fitter this time around, and he gained 
valuable seasoning in the debut run. He’s bred to be any kind; foolish to 
slight his chances. BOOKMAN is the “speed of the speed” in this heat and 
figures to be on the front-end just after the latch is sprung. City Zip colt 
was dead-game in his last start on Polytrack at Turfway Park, where he 
was in the midst of quick opening fractions in :21 3/5 an :44 2/5 between 
rivals and held well in the stretch drive to be beaten a length and a half for 
the win, a neck for place money. It’s encouraging that he retained honest 
form while moving up in class, and he gets first-Lasix in this heat but 
stretches out to a seven-furlong, 184-foot trip. He’ll ensure an honest pace; 
best effort yields a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-2-7 
 
 
RACE SIX 
I like Exchange Rate fillies, and the homebred VICTORY TO VICTORY broke 
her maiden in the Natalma Stakes (G1T) at Woodbine when she was last 
seen at the races, and her form has improved as the distances have 
increased. It’s worth noting that she will make her two-turn debut in this 
spot, as her past two starts over the mammoth E.P. Taylor turf course at 
Woodbine were contested around a one-turn. She figures to be more in 
touch with the early pace stretching out around two-turns for the first time 
and shlould get a great, ground-saving stalking trip on the hedge. She won 
for fun the fist time she wore blinkers, and her recent public breezes in 
Louisville are razor-sharp; choice. ENCHANTING KITTEN broke her 
maiden on debut in a two-turn turf heat at Gulfstream as the 2-1 chalk for 
the high-percentage Chad Brown barn, but she will try winners for the first 
time in this heat. Ramsey homebred is a full-sister to Csaba, a multiple 
graded stakes winner who is, ironically, Kitten’s Joy’s leading earner on 
dirt. It’s hard to ignore any turf runners that this outfit leads over, and she 
impressed in the debut run circling the field, dueling the final eighth of a 
mile and prevailing in the drive; contender. DANCELAND is a well-bred Joe 
Allen homebred (by Tapit out of a Storm Cat mare) whose form has 
improved since she tried the grass and received Lasix for the first time 
three starts back for trainer Shug McGaughey, who is a patient conditioner 
that prefers to race his charges into shape. She was six-wide in her first 
start against winners in Lexington 16 days ago and was sixth of 11, beaten 
four lengths and change for all the money, over a turf course listed as 
“good”. She has a license to improve in the third start of her current form 
cycle; threat. FUN is multiple graded stakes placed on the dirt, however 
she ran a decent race in her turf debut two starts back in South Florida, 
where she was under wraps for three-quarters of a mile and rallied to be 
third when finally cut loose, beaten five lengths for the win. The wide post 
draw is detrimental but she has a back-class advantage and is 8-1 on the 
morning line; cannot eliminate with confidence. 
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SELECTIONS: 1-8-7-10 
 
RACE SEVEN 
 The only poor race of BLIP N’ TH BYE’s nine-race career to date came in 
the $50K Pan Zareta Stakes at Fair Grounds last New Year’s Eve, a race I 
can forgive her for, as she was coming off a short layoff and set a hot pace 
before tiring in the stretch, and she was only beaten six lengths and 
change for the win. Chestnut filly broke her maiden at first-asking by open 
lengths in her only prior start at Keeneland, and her lifetime form against 
allowance company is salty. She is capable of running a winning race off 
the shelf, has never missed the exacta going seven panels on dirt, and she 
ran twice to be a good fourth, beaten two and a quarter lengths for the 
money, in her turf debut against stakes company in New Orleans when she 
was last seen at the races. She was second behind Carina Mia at nearly 21-
1 in last year’s Eight Belles Stakes (G2) at Churchill Downs when last seen 
at this seven-furlong trip on the main track, and she’s 6-1 on the morning 
line; choice at a square price. GAMBLE’S GHOST turns back to a distance at 
which she’s undefeated and has finished first-or-second in six-of-nine 
lifetime starts on Tapeta and turf for trainer Josie Carroll. Canadian-bred 
miss won her last start off a layoff against open company in the Selene 
Stakes (G3) at Woodbine, and while she will try the dirt for the first time in 
this spot, she’s bred to handle the surface change being a daughter of the 
top-class sire Ghostzapper. Note the late rider switch to Corey Lanerie, 
who won three races on yesterday’s card; turf-to-dirt angle playable. MO 
D’AMOUR has been bankrupt in the lane in her past two starts off layoffs, 
and she returns to the races off a five-month hiatus in this spot. Stakes-
winning Uncle Mo filly won for fun the last time she faced allowance 
company, but this a fairly contentious third-tier allowance, high-end 
optional claiming event. It’s difficult to look past the Castellano/Pletcher 
juggernaut, but this filly hasn’t had her picture taken in over a year; likely 
for part, taking a stand against for top honors. STAGEPLAY is a classy 
daughter of Curlin that returns to the races off a near year layoff but has 
been competing exclusively in graded stakes company her past three 
starts. She sports a sharp local work tab for her 2017 debut, won a stakes 
in her last start off the sidelines but is arguably better around two-turns; 
thinking she’s a start away from her best effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-7-2 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The lightly-raced five-year old LOOSE ON THE TOWN was always cut out to 
be a good horse, and he has an excuse for his only poor effort outside 
stakes company, as he was brushed at the start then was fanned out six-
wide at the eighth-pole. Well-bred Speightstown gelding ran huge in his turf 
debut last September, where he broke running, set a quick pace and was 
nailed on the line in his first crack at “two other than allowance company”  
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in a six-furlong turf heat that went in a swift 1:08 1/5. He has a versatile 
running style, attracts the services of Javier Castellano and cleared the “a 
other than” allowance condition sprinting on the dirt at Saratoga in 1:10 
2/5 off a long layoff. The x-factor is how he handles the “yielding” ground; 
major player. The veteran campaigner and 13-time winner WHISKEY 
BRAVO leads the field in career earnings and has won 11-of-21 races 
lifetime at this five and a half furlong trip on turf. He’ll make his first start 
for the high-percentage Tom Amoss barn in this spot, and he annexed a 
turf sprint in his last start while stepping up in class, albeit against a 
suspect group of $40K optional claiming, “two other than” allowance types 
in New Orleans. He’s a shade cheap for this crew, but he has won 60 
percent of his past 10 starts and is currently riding a two-race win streak 
into this heat; contender. The consistent CHILTERN STREET has been 
stuck in this “two other than” allowance condition for a while, but the well-
bred chestnut ran a huge race against a tough field when turning back to a 
turf sprint in his most recent start, where he was beaten a dirty neck in a 
blanket finish. Son of Giant’s Causeway out of a stakes-winning Unbridled’s 
Song mare is capable of running a winning race fresh, has been sharp in 
the A.M. during his time away from the races and he hooked a nice horse in 
Bondurant and was only beaten two lengths and change when he was last 
seen on the local turf course. He’ll get a ground-saving, stalking trip on the 
hedge; threat. CANADIAN FLYER returns to allowance company off a 
lackluster effort off a two-month layoff facing a deceptively tough crew in a 
minor stakes at Gulfstream Park in his last start. The bay ran a huge race 
two starts back in South Florida, wiring an honest field going five panels on 
the weeds in a lightning-fast :54 4/5, however his overall turf form has 
been erratic. He figures to be sent from his wide post draw, and it’s 
doubtful he can post those quick splits over “yielding” ground. He sends 
mixed signals; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-8-1-11 
 
 
RACE NINE 
KID PERFECT hasn’t been seen at the races since last September, but he 
was only beaten two lengths and change for the win when he dropped in for 
a $50K tag facing tougher stock at Belmont Park. Bay colt gets in light with 
a seven-pound apprentice named to ride and takes a hard drop in class to 
the maiden $20,000 ranks in this heat; major player. THE HANS SUM ONE 
has shown minor improvement with blinkers and takes a noticeable drop 
in class from maiden allowance company into the $20K maiden claiming 
ranks for high-percentage trainer Mike Maker. He was only six lengths 
and change off Bound for Nowhere three starts back, and that rival came 
out of that race to win an allowance race sprinting on the grass in 
impressive fashion earlier in the meet. The x-factor is how he handles dirt, 
but he’s a son of Hansen out of a Menifee mare and should take to the 
switch. Javier Castellano in the boot noted; contender. 
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The also-eligible DARK ARDEN scratched into the nightcap and looks very 
playable for trainer Tim Glyshaw, as this gelded son of Archarcharch 
catches a weak field and has been competitive against slightly tougher 
adversaries in the past in Kentucky and Louisiana, and he figured to need 
his last start off a layoff and caught a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack that he 
didn’t seem to like. The strip at Keeneland was “fast” for the earlier races 
on the card, and he will be tighter his second start off the sidelines; threat. 
LITTLE BIT IRISH has improved with the addition of blinkers and while he 
steps up in class out of $12,500 maiden claiming company at Oaklawn 
Park, he has faced a trio of next out winners his past two starts. I like the 
rider change to Julien Leparoux; on the fringes.  
 
SELECTIONS: 10-6-13-4    


