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Keeneland Race Course: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirteenth Day: Wednesday, April 26 
Post Time: 1:05 P.M. Eastern 
Meet Stats to date: 114-31-19-17; 27% winners, 59% in the 
money 
 
 
RACE ONE 
The seven-year-old gray DOUBLE OURS exits some quick sprint races at 
Oaklawn Park, and this consistent gelding has placed in 20-of-29 lifetime 
starts and has finished in the money in six of his past seven races. He 
delivered as the favorite facing open $35K types in his most recent start, 
besting Go Vo, who won a race at Keeneland earlier in the meet, by a length 
and change. He should get a good pressing/stalking trip in this six-furlong 
sprint; rates top billing in a contentious heat. STORMY PACIFIC hasn’t had 
his picture taken since last fall at Churchill, where he beat the top choice 
on the square for a quarter in a race that went in a snappy 1:10 3/5. Deep 
closer’s form has ben suspect thus far in 2017 and he’s one for his past 16, 
however he fits with this crew on class, occasionally jumps up and runs a 
big race at a square price, and the Steve Manley barn has made the most of 
limited starters at the meet. Rider switch to Corey Lanerie noted; threat. 
The New York-bred ROYAL ASSET hasn’t been seen at the races in eight 
months and all three of his lifetime wins to date have come against state-
bred company. Lightly raced five-year-old is the controlling speed of the 
race on paper, but he has the looks of a “need-the-lead” type, will likely be 
sent from his wide post draw and DOUBLE OURS has enough natural speed 
to keep him honest early. He’ll make his first start for a tag in this spot and 
Loose On The Town, who beat him eight lengths and change last summer at 
Belmont, won a allowance race sprinting on the grass on Saturday’s 
program; contends on the drop. WHYAREYOUAWESOME had a big year in 
2016 winning four-of-eight starts, and he will make his 2017 debut in this 
spot for trainer Conor Murphy. Chestnut finished with interest and was 
only beaten a length and change versus open $50K types under the Twin 
Sprires in his last start, however he’s a lackluster one-for-four lifetime in 
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Lexington and is better at distances from seven-eighths to one mile. He 
loves Churchill and may be a start away from his best effort. He’s a minor 
award candidate today, but give him a long look when he runs next in 
Louisville at a slightly longer trip. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-6-2 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The gray colt DIRECT DIAL has been training forwardly for trainer Steve 
Asmussen, whose lone win at the meet to date was with a two-year-old 
first-time starter. Texas-bred son of Too Much Bling fetched a healthy 
$105K at public auction—so he figures to be an athlete—and he’s sitting on 
a sharp :47 2/5 move breezing from the gate for an outfit that typically 
sports slow public breezes; gets the nod. JERSEY TOWN CAT owns a huge 
advantage over a majority of the entrants in this field in that he has a race 
under his belt, and he didn’t run too poorly on debut two weeks ago, where 
he was bumped around at the start and drifted while breaking from a wide 
post draw without the benefit of a horse to his outside. He finished nine 
lengths and change behind a daylight winner in that affair, and he was only 
beaten a length and three-quarters for second at 7-1. He will be tighter and 
fitter this go-around, and trainer Carl Deville puts blinkers on his charge 
for the first time in this spot which should help this fellow be more focused. 
He’s 10-1 on the morning line; likely overlay. The bay colt PETE MARWICK 
is a $35,000 son of Soldat that has been training forwardly for trainer 
Kenny McPeek, who sent out the sharp two-year-old winner Ten City 
earlier in the meet. Florida-bred has some sharp gate moves and the three-
panel blowout six days ago in :36 2/5 should have him on his toes. Rider 
change to Brian Hernandez, Jr. noted; threat. MUGROSITO gets wheeled 
back off a week’s rest after finishing non-threatening fourth in his debut 
run, where he faced the sharpest juvenile winner of the meet to date, Ten 
City. Gray son of Haynesfield will be tighter this go-around and will likely 
move forward in his second career start. 12-1 morning line price only adds 
to the appeal; useful when spreading in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-8-11 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The late-running homebred GOTIT TODO will love stretching out to a 
distance at which he’s a perfect two-for-two lifetime, and the consistent 
bay mare has finished first-or-second in seven of her past nine starts and 
has annexed the exacta in 11-of-24 lifetime outings. She slides into the 
starter allowance ranks in this spot, and she was only a half-length off Blip 
n’ The Bye when she was last seen at the races, and that rival was second, 
beaten two and a quarter lengths at 3-1 in a tough, high-end optional 
claiming/allowance heat on Saturday. Would ignore his last start off a 
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layoff where he had to check sharply late in the race, and I like that he has 
kept honest form while ascending in class. He’s been facing tougher rivals, 
Shaun Bridgmohan is a great finishing rider and while there isn’t a 
preponderance of early speed types in here to set up his late kick, he gets 
an extra furlong to work with and has closed into soft splits in the past; the 
play of the day. The ultra-consistent bay mare DELUSIONAL K K has 
finished in the money in an impressive 17-of-22 lifetime starts, and she 
gets wheeled back off 19 days rest by trainer Michelle Lovell looking for 
her second victory of the meet. She exits a slow race, however the chestnut 
likes Keeneland and fits on class despite the step up into starter allowance 
company, as she was competitive against $16K starter types last spring at 
Keeneland and Churchill Downs. She responds to jockey Brian Hernandez, 
Jr.’s handling; contender. RHODIUM is another who gets wheeled back off 
short rest looking for her second win of the meeting while stepping up in 
class from the $7,500 starter ranks in her most recent start. She’s the 
quickest from the gate on paper and is the controlling speed of the race, but 
she stretches out a eighth of a mile to a distance at which she’s zero-for-
four lifetime. She likes Keeneland, is razor-sharp, as she’s a neck shy of 
winning her past three starts, and was dead-game two starts back for a 
$40K tag to be a close second to the hard-knocking Game Time Decision at 
15-1. She’s 5-2 on the morning line and the final eighth of a mile may be 
her undoing this afternoon; likely for part, taking a stand against for top 
honors at low odds. MANGO’S MUSE is another who has retained honest 
form while moving up in class, and she was compromised in her last start 
as she had to steady while buried inside on the rail at the quarter-pole. She 
likes seven-eighths of a mile and ran well in her only prior appearance in 
Lexington but looks to be a cut below others in here in class; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-6-7 
 
RACE FOUR 
I’d like to see another horse to SALMANAZAR’s outside, but the wide post 
draw isn’t detrimental coming out of the chute, and this $180,000 son of 
Shackleford figures to well-prepared at the gate for his debut run by 
trainer Todd Pletcher’s barn. He’s been training gap-free for the public 
since late March and debuts with Lasix and Johnny Velazquez; can pop at 
first-asking. KOWBOY POSSE is one of four entrants in this race with the 
distinct advantage of having a race under his belt, and he broke from an 
inside post draw in a big field in his first start, was jostled about at the 
break, yet still managed to finish fourth of 11, beaten seven and a half 
lengths for the win at nearly 22-1.  Blinkers on noted; improvement 
expected at a price. TIGERBEACH is a $27,000 son of Treasure Beach 
(GB), who is by Galileo (Ire), that makes his career debut for trainer John 
Hancock, whose outfit points its’ juvenile stock for this meet and has 
enjoyed a great spring in Lexington winning at a 22 percent clip. The April 
15th work in :47 4/5 from the gate is sharp,  jockey Paco Lopez is at his best 
on speed and is excellent hustling one out of the gate. He’ll be in the mix 
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early; threat. SKY PROMISE is a $55,000 son of Sky Mesa that will make 
his career debut for trainer Kenny McPeek off a trio of sharp half-mile gate 
works, a similar pattern to the barn’s other juvenile starters at the meet. 
Note the rider change to Corey Lanerie, who replaces the injured Robby 
Albarado; demands your attention in the paddock and post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 12-3-7-11 
 
 
RACE FIVE  
CHANNEL MARKER seems to be at his best when engaged early in the 
race, and this chestnut son of English Channel may find himself on the lead 
from his inside post draw in this paceless affair. He has improved in each 
start off the layoff and ran a good race in his first start for trainer Bill 
Mott, whose barn is due for some better luck in Lexington. He’s graded 
stakes-placed on the weeds, owns a back-class advantage and will get a 
ground-saving trip on the hedge under jockey Joel Rosario. I like that he 
was gaining ground in the lane after bulling his way between rivals in his 
last start, and he stretches out an eighth of a mile in this affair. He’s 
eligible for improvement in third start of his current form cycle; major 
player. The beautifully-bred MAKARIOS (he’s by Giant’s Causeway out of a 
Mr. Prospector mare) ran a huge race in his first start against winners at 
38-1 to be beaten a length and a half in the Transylvania Stakes (G3T) on 
opening day of the meet, and he will return to entry-level allowance 
company in this spot for trainer Nick Zito. Chestnut broke his maiden 
going a mile and three-sixteenths on the weeds and figures to get a good, 
mid-pack stalking strip in this spot stretching out a sixteenth of a mile, but 
he has had issues at the gate in the past, both loading and breaking. He 
needs a clean, uneventful start but will contend returning to allowance 
company; he’ll be finishing in the lane. HOLIDAY BONUS was the beaten 
favorite at Tampa in his last start, however he figured to need that effort 
off a near five-month layoff, and that race looks even better when one 
considers he was bumped and broke slow, yet rallied to finish third, two 
lengths and change off the win. He’ll be tighter in his second start off the 
layoff and attracts the services of Javier Castellano; threat. AVIE’S MESA 
improved when wearing blinkers in his most recent start in South Florida, 
where he responded when put flat to the boards in his second start against 
winners. Late running son of Sky Mesa acts like he will relish this mile and 
an eighth trip on turf, and he will provide value on the tote board; don’t 
ignore.  
 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-8-3 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The bay DUNK A DIN improved in his first start after being haltered by 
Maggi Moss and trainer Tom Amoss, and he looks like he has the field in 
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today’s sixth—a non-descript $20,000 “non-winners of two lifetime” 
conditioned claiming affair—over the proverbial barrel. He was beaten a 
short neck against maidens for a $30K tag when he was last seen in 
Lexington, and he has finished in the money in four-of-five lifetime starts 
at this mile and a sixteenth trip on the main track; choice. ELITCH drops in 
for a tag for the first time and catches a soft $20K crew of conditioned 
claimers in this spot. Bay son of Flatter’s form has improved with blinkers, 
and he was honest at Tampa Bay Downs over the winter against maiden 
allowance and entry-level allowance company. Draw a line through his last 
start on the turf, a surface he clearly didn’t care for, and he had a troubled 
trip when he was last seen in Lexington. Turf-to-dirt plus the drop equals 
contender. ORIENTAL CROWN relinquished a clear early lead while setting 
a slow pace in his last start, however it was his first against winners, and 
he was beaten less than five lengths for all the money. He is another that 
has improved with blinkers, is eligible for improvement in the third start of 
his current form cycle and is a better horse on dirt. He’ll have to tangle 
with the top choice again but gained valuable seasoning in his last start; 
useful when spreading in the exotics. MCHENRY didn’t miss the trifecta in 
a quartet of starts over the winter in New Orleans facing maiden claiming 
company for a quarter, but he was no match for the top choice three starts 
back in an off-the-turf affair in the slop, and he will try winners for the first 
time in this heat; best effort yields a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-6-8 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
GIANT PAYDAY is a versatile colt that can handle dirt, turf and synthetic, 
and he returns to allowance company in this spot off a pair of honest 
efforts against grade three stakes company. Well-bred son of Giant’s 
Causeway figures to be more in touch with the early pace wearing blinkers 
for the first time and is the class of the field; rates top billing. SOGLIO’s 
effort in the Spiral Stakes (G3) is better than it first looks on paper, as he 
stumbled at the start, was in the four-path at the three-sixteenths pole and 
was only beaten six lengths and change for all the money in his Polytrack 
debut. Homebred son of Scat Daddy has finished in the money in five-of-six 
turf starts lifetime and is minor stakes placed on the grass on the West 
Coast behind the useful horse Vending Machine. His lone off-the-board 
effort on the weeds was in Lexington last fall, where he ran fourth as the 
even money chalk, but he endured a rough trip against an honest group of 
maiden allowance types. He’ll be tighter this time around and gets a 
positive rider switch to Javier Castellano; Polytrack-to-turf angle playable. 
GORGEOUS KITTEN has legitimate excuses in his only two prior off-the-
board efforts, as he was bumped and bothered at the start in the John 
Battaglia Memorial Stakes two starts back over a synthetic surface at 
Turfway, and he had to steady in his second career turf start at Gulfstream 
last December. I like the way he finished against stakes company in his 
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most recent outing, and he slides into the allowance ranks in this spot; 
can’t dismiss with confidence. YOUNG AMERICAN returns to the races as a 
gelding off a two-month plus layoff, and he’s a deep closer in a race that 
figures to have a slow early pace with a lack of front-running types 
assembled. Son of Congrats fired like a shot from well off the pace when he 
was last seen on turf, and he’s 10-1 on the morning line. Late rider switch 
to jockey Corey Lanerie noted; useful in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-5-2-7 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
I’ll take a shot in the nightcap—a wide-open $20K maiden claiming event—
with the first-time starter OVERHOLD, a chestnut filly that is bred to sprint 
and is trained by Wesley Ward, who not only won the day’s opener with 
Royal Asset ($6.80), but also hits at a high-percentage with first-time 
starters, no matter the age. Her public work tab has a couple of significant 
gaps, but she’s been training well recently, including a :48 4/5 move from 
the gate locally on April 5; looks formidable right out the box in for a $20K 
tag. LOVE ME IN MALIBU improved when dropping in for a quarter two 
starts back on the grass at Gulfstream, as she was only beaten four lengths 
and change for the money despite getting bumped at the start and being 
wide on both turns. She was held up in her last start on turf then was flying 
late hooking $20K rivals in South Florida, and she has a prior money finish 
in the past sprinting in the main track. Castellano in the boot noted; major 
player. LYONS BAY VISTA broke running and weakened in the drive when 
dropping in class in her most recent start, when she turned back to an 
extended sprint and got Lasix for the first time. I like that she cuts back 
and eighth in this spot, and she’s eligible for improvement making the 
third start of her current form cycle; hangs on for part with a top try. LIKE 
A HAINT ran well on debut sprinting on the main track for a quarter last 
fall at Churchill, and she stumbled at the start and was wide in her most 
recent race nearly five months ago over a Polytrack surface she probably 
didn’t care for. There are no world-beaters in here, and she’ll appreciate 
the surface change but may be start away from her best effort; tab for a 
minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-6-8-2   
 
 
    


