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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Ninth Day: Sunday, May 14, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 96-20-17-15—21%W, 54%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The Quality Road gelding FUNNY QUESTIONS ran well in his first start 
against winners when stepping up in class to $30K starter allowance 
company for trainer Steve Hobby, where he demonstrated a nice turn of 
foot from off the pace at nearly 15-1, made a clear lead then was caught in 
the shadow of the wire by a nice horse and next-out winner in Long 
Station. The dark bay has finished in the money in five-of-nine lifetime 
starts, responds to jockey Joe Rocco, Jr.’s handling and this fellow’s form 
has been honest since he returned from an extended layoff back in mid-
February. He’s sitting on a “bullet” five-furlong work locally and is well 
spotted in this “non-winners of two lifetime” heat; rates top billing. 
WESTFEST is the controlling speed in the race, as he’s quicker on paper 
than SPEIGHTFUL SONG, and this well-bred gray colt by Unbridled’s Song 
out of a stakes-winning mare has improved in each start since entering 
trainer Steve Asmussen’s barn. On the down side, he “got late” on the drop 
when facing similar company in his last start in Lexington, and he has 
been the beaten favorite in five of his past seven races. His form may have 
been enhanced by a “muddy”, sealed strip in his last outing, and he may 
want a longer trip than six-furlongs, as the lone win of his career was at a 
mile trip at Santa Anita; figures for part, taking a stand against for top 
honors at a short price. SIR DOUGLAS has some “sneaky good” back-class 
having hooked the likes of nice horses such as Taco, Oscar Performance, 
Kitten’s Cat and Tip Tap Tapizar, and he woke up on the drop in his first 
start off a brief freshening by trainer Ron Moquett. He has a license to 
move forward in the second start of his current form cycle; contender. 
SPEIGHTFUL SONG sports solid past form at distances from five and a half 
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to six-furlongs, and he turns back in distance in this spot for trainer Ian 
Wilkes. Chestnut gelding has faced a couple of nice horse in Lex Vegas and 
Homespun Hero, respectively, in his past two races and is another that 
figures to improve in his third start off a layoff. He will be relegated to a 
stalking trip, as WESTFEST looks to be a shade quicker from the opening 
bell, but he drops in class and is offered for a tag for the first time; threat. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-5-6-3 
 
 
RACE TWO 
JUNKET rates a slight edge for top honors in this $50K starter allowance 
affair that features a compact, albeit well-matched field of six. I’m not 
crazy about the inside post draw coming out of the partial chute, but he ran 
well to be second, beaten a diminishing half-length by a nice horse in 
Reckling in his first start off a near two-month layoff at Oaklawn Park, and 
he’ll be tighter this go-around. He lost all chance in his lone off the board 
effort, as he was in tight quarters and had to check at the five-sixteenths 
pole three starts back, and he’s multiple stakes placed sprinting on a 
Tapeta surface at Woodbine. Son of Algorithms was cut out to be a good 
horse and figures to be more focused wearing blinkers for the first time; 
choice. STAND AND CHEER was in deep waters in his last start in the 
Illinois Derby (G3), where he set a moderate pace and was bankrupt in the 
stretch going a nine-furlong trip. He will appreciate the class relief sliding 
into the $50K starter allowance ranks, and he finished two lengths to the 
good of a nice horse in Excitations three starts back in New Orleans for 
trainer Scott Becker, whose barn is winning at an eye-catching 32 percent 
clip for the year to date; contender. ENCHANTERA ran a big race in the 
mud off a layoff at nearly 6-1 in his most recent start at Keeneland, and 
bested the top choice by a nose the last time he was seen facing starter 
allowance foes under the Twin Spires. Throw out his lone effort around 
two-turns and his form looks pretty salty, as he was a good third in a tough 
turf sprint in New Orleans three starts back and broke slow in the 
penultimate outing sprinting on the dirt in a heat that went in 1:10 3/5. 
He’s an honest horse; threat. GAME OVER aired on debut at nearly 8-1 
facing $40K maiden claiming rivals in Hot Springs, but he beat a nice horse 
and next-out winner in The Gipper in that affair and covered six-furlongs 
in 1:10 4/5, quick for that class level. $100K Mineshaft colt will try 
winners for the first time and make his first start for a new outfit this 
afternoon, but this guy clearly has some ability. He attracts the services of 
Corey Lanerie and has all kinds of upside making just his second career 
start. He makes up half of a formidable, uncoupled Ron Moquett entry; lots 
to like. 
 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-3-2 
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RACE THREE 
INSIDE JOKE is a well-bred chestnut filly by Distorted Humor out of a 
Storm Cat mare that takes a hard drop in class from maiden allowance 
company to the $20K maiden claiming ranks in this heat for the white-hot 
Brad Cox stable. She set a disputed, slow pace at Indiana Grand off a two-
month plus layoff in her last start and caved as the heavy favorite, but 
she’ll be tighter in her second start off the shelf, ran well on the grass to be 
beaten three-parts of a length on debut in her previous start around one-
turn, and she turns back in distance in this spot. The class drop is too hard 
to ignore; major player. SALES CALL finished a neck to the good of a next-
out winner when second behind a daylight winner in her first try on the 
main track, and she dips slightly in class in this spot for trainer Neil 
Pessin, who annexed yesterday’s Unbridled Sidney Stakes with Nobody’s 
Fault ($7) for these same connections. I’m not crazy about the post draw, 
but hopefully jockey James Graham can work out a stalking trip coming 
out of the partial chute. She’s eligible for improvement making just her 
third career start; contender. The New York-bred PLUTO FLIGHT couldn’t 
get the job done for a $12,500 tag at Indiana Grand in her last outing, but 
she is an improving filly that has yet to put forth a poor effort from two 
prior starts. She was bothered and had to steady at the start in the debut 
run on Polytrack, where she finished a nose off a next-out winner, and she 
was a solid second behind a next-out winner in her last start. I like the 
wide post draw coming out of the partial chute, and she will be a good price 
stepping up in class; threat. The gray filly UNFADING BEAUTY has pretty 
dicey current form and hasn’t hit the board since last summer at Indiana 
Grand, but she has never been in this cheap, faced a pair of next-out 
winners in her last start, and hails from the barn of Greg Foley, an outfit 
that has been on fire at the current tilt. She probably wants two-turns and 
turf, but it’s hard to ignore anything this barn currently leads over; can’t 
toss her with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-1-7-5 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The deserved 9-5 morning line favorite, HOLLYWOOD HANDSOME, has a 
distinct back-class advantage over this compact field, and the bay son of 
Tapizar figures to get an honest pace in front of him in this heat to set up 
his late kick with MORE THAN WORDS, HOWELL MOUNTAIN and 
GRANDPA’S DREAM all wanting to be on or near the early lead in this mile 
and a sixteenth affair. His chances were compromised by a wide trip in the 
Illinois Derby (G3), and he was only three-lengths off the multiple stakes-
winner Girvin two starts back in the Louisiana Derby (G2). He was rolling 
late in his last start against entry-level allowance competition and will 
relish the class relief in this spot; holds all the aces. WAR DADDY’s form 
has been sharp since he returned from a near two-month layoff at Fair 
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Grounds back in early February, and he has been nails in his past two 
starts on dirt. It took a while for the $300,000 son of War Front to break 
his maiden, but he ran a big race in his first start against winners to be 
beaten a dirty neck for the win in a nine-furlong trip at Keeneland, where 
he finished two and a half lengths clear of fellow entrant HOWELL 
MOUNTAIN. I like that he turns back slightly in distance; contender. 
HOWELL MOUNTAIN is a Bernardini colt that has run well in a pair of 
starts for trainer Anthony Hamilton, Jr., and this fellow did a lot of the 
heavy lifting on the front-end in his first start against winners and gamely 
hung around to finish third behind fellow entrant WAR DADDY in a nine-
furlong contest in Lexington 23 days ago. Well-bred colt has a license to 
improve in the third start of his current for cycle; threat a square price. 
AWESOME THOUGHT will appreciate returning to his preferred surface—
dirt—in this spot, and he was second to a nice horse in Leofric two starts 
back in Hot Springs at 25-1 facing $50K optional claiming/“two other 
than” allowance foes. Bay son of Lemon Drop Kid has finished in the money 
in three-of-five starts lifetime in Louisville but has consistently 
inconsistent form; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-3-6 
 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The Janney/Phipps homebred ASTICOU TRAIL looks primed to get her 
picture taken in this nine-furlong maiden allowance event for the fillies on 
the Matt Winn Turf Course, as the daughter of Hard Spun ran a big race off 
a two-month layoff at Keeneland for trainer Shug McGaughy but cost 
herself the win by drifting out in deep stretch. Improving filly figures to 
move forward of that effort in her second start off the sidelines, and she 
figures to get a decent trip stalking the pace under jockey Julien Leparoux. 
She has never run a bad race with Lasix; choice. BLUEGRASS SUNSET 
hasn’t ben seen at the races in nearly 10 months, but she ran an honest 
race on debut at Saratoga last summer for trainer Chad Brown, finishing 
fourth behind a pair of next-out winners including the eventual stakes 
winner Sassy Little Lila, who is also trained by Brad Cox. She has plenty of 
upside making just her second career start, and this outfit has been reeling 
off wins with aplomb at the tilt. She may be a start away from her best 
effort and will get bet, but it’s difficult to ignore anything this barn sends 
out at the present time in Louisville; contender. The Italian-bred RED 
DANE (ITY) will get a ground-saving trip on the hedge—important in a mile 
and an eighth turf race—and she was only two lengths and change off the 
top choice in her first start on turf off a layoff 36 days ago in Lexington. 
She has effective tactical speed and figures to improve in the third start of 
her current form cycle; threat. BONNIE ARCH has finished in the money in 
three-of-five turf starts lifetime and ran well in her last outing at Tampa 
Bay Downs when turning back to an eight-furlong trip on the weeds. She 
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stretches back out to a nine-furlong trip in this affair, a distance at which 
she has lacked a winning bid in the stretch drive in the past; seems 
destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-10-1-7 
 
 
RACE SIX 
AMERICAN SPARROW is an improving bay gelding that faced a tough field 
in his last start at Keeneland, and he made a mild rally from off the pace 
between horses. He’s eligible for further improvement making just his 
third career start, he’s offered up for a tag for the first time, and will make 
his first start as a gelding this afternoon. He hooks a nondescript crew of 
high-end maiden claimers in this spot; choice, at a square price. FACTION 
CAT exits a tough race at Keeneland that went in a swift 1:09 4/5, as Fifth 
Title ($12.60) came out of that heat to graduate from maiden allowance 
company in the fifth race on yesterday’s card at Churchill. He’s another 
that will make his debut as a gelding and for a tag, and he has a license to 
move forward in his third start of the shelf. He has placed in six-of-nine 
lifetime starts and figures to prominent from the outset on the rail, 
especially with the late jock switch to Didiel Osorio, who can hustle one out 
of the gate; contender. MINEFIELD hooked a tough crew on debut last fall 
at Churchill Downs facing the likes of Greeley and Ben and Hence, and he 
was bothered at the start in that race and was wide at the quarter-pole. 
He’s offered up for a tag for the first time and is sitting on a sharp, “bullet” 
move in :47 flat in preparation for this heat; improvement expected. 
DADDY’S PLACER will make his first start in nearly four months in this 
spot and is yet another entrant that has been gelded since his last start. He 
has been the beaten favorite in two of his past three outings for trainer 
Tom Amoss, blinkers haven’t done the trick, and he was the beaten chalk 
at Delta Downs the last time he was seen at the races. He has faced some 
“live” maiden allowance fields in the past hooking the likes of Practical 
Joke and J Boys Echo, but his best efforts in the past have been in two-turn 
races; tab for a minor award.  
 
SELECTIONS: 8-1-5-2 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
DUJAC rates a slight edge in this ultra-competitive open $50,000 claiming 
affair going a flat mile on the Matt Winn Turf Course, as the bay gelding 
drops down in class off his past five starts and has run well in two of his 
past three starts off the sidelines. I like that he turns back to this flat mile 
trip in this spot, which will help him rate off the early speed, as he is more 
effective when allowed to settle and make one run. He figures to get a 
ground-saving, stalking trip behind GO GO ROCKET and possibly GALTON; 
choice. HIGH NOON RIDER finished eighth but was only beaten two lengths 
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and change for the win in his first start off a layoff facing tougher company 
at Keeneland, a race he figured to need coming off a big effort in the $107K 
Barbados Gold Cup over a “good-soft” course at Garrison Savannah in 
Bridgetown, Barbados. Well-bred bay is a past stakes winner at this eight-
furlong trip on the weeds and will appreciate the class relief in this spot He 
will likely improve in his second start off the shelf and is 5-1 on the 
morning line; contender. GO GO ROCKET has won four straight races off 
the claim for the high-percentage Brad Cox barn, has annexed two of his 
past three starts off the shelf and returns to the races off a near two-month 
hiatus in this spot. I likes that he showed a new dimension in that he rated 
off the pace and fired in his last race, but he figures to be sent from his 
wide post draw in this spot, as he tends to break running and there isn’t a 
preponderance of early speed types signed on in this affair. He steps up in 
class a bit, but has been competitive against tougher rivals in the past at 
Churchill. He’s undefeated on turf; formidable. GALTON comes off a couple 
of tough beats at the hands of GO GO ROCKET in his past two starts in New 
Orleans, and his last win over a uniform grass course was nearly a year 
ago, where he beat lesser stock on the weeds at Churchill by a hard-fought 
neck. He has been in the money in three-of-four lifetime starts on the local 
course and in an impressive 22-of-31 lifetime outings, but his zero-for-11 
record lifetime on the weeds at an eight-furlongs trip is a bit of a concern; 
using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-8-9 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
There’s a lot of pace signed on in this six-furlong maiden allowance affair, 
but the track is playing fast today in Louisville, as Westfest won today’s 
opener—a $50K maiden claiming event—that went in 1:07 4/5, two-fifths 
off the three-year-best time going three-quarters of a mile at Churchill. 
That said, I’ll go with STONE MOUNTAIN, who is a fleet-of-foot son of 
Discreetly Mine that will hopefully be relegated to a stalking trip turning 
back in distance for trainer Rusty Arnold in this speed-laden affair. He set 
an honest pace then tired in the lane at a seven-furlong trip in his last start 
at Keeneland in his first outing off a two-month plus layoff. He’ll be tighter 
this go-around, faced a “live” group of maidens two starts back in a field 
that featured graded-stakes placed Patch and a next-out winner, and he 
ran well on debut at Gulfstream Park over the winter; choice. CLASS WON 
exits a key race that stopped the watch in a swift 1:09 4/5, as Coal Front is 
a nice horse and Fifth Title came back to break his maiden on yesterday’s 
program at Churchill. $110,000 son of Caleb’s Posse has tons of upside 
making just his third career start, but he’s a front-runner in a field 
peppered with early speed, and he has had little left to offer the final eighth 
of a mile in his past two starts when he was engaged on the front-end; 
figures for part, taking a stand against for top honors. MAIN ROAD is a fast 
Quality Road gelding that will fuel an honest pace in this heat, and this 
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fellow has a pronounced tendency to quit late after pressing or making the 
early lead, and that scenario figures to unfold again in this affair; seems 
destined for a minor award. STRONG YEN hooked a next-out winner in his 
most recent start at Oaklawn Park, and he figures to get a good, mid-pack 
trip stalking quick early splits, as he turns back in distance off a one-mile 
heat in Hot Springs in his spot; more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-10-7-4 
 
 
RACE NINE 
MO KNOWS has won her past two starts off a layoff for trainer Wesley 
Ward and returns to the races off a near six-month hiatus in this spot. 
Dark bay miss sports sharp form on the weeds against allowance company 
and ran credibly in the Mrs. Revere (G2T) over the local course the last 
time she was seen at the races, as she bobbled at the start and had to 
steady at the five-sixteenths pole yet still managed to finish fourth of 11 
against a tough field. Versatile filly can win on the lead on from off the 
pace; rates top billing. The ultra-consistent QUEENOFTHEPALACE (NZ) 
has finished in the money in 16-of-24 lifetime starts and while she has a 
penchant for minor awards, she can generally be counted on to fire from 
off the pace to pick up a share of the purse money. She has never run a bad 
race for the Chicago-based Jimmy DiVito barn, has improved with blinkers 
and was only three-parts of a length off a nice horse in Conquest Babayaga 
in her last start at Keeneland, her first start off a two-month plus layoff. 
She will likely move forward off that effort in this heat; contender. 
SCATTER GUN is a fleet-footed Scat Daddy mare than ran a big race off a 
layoff while facing “three other than” allowance company for the first time, 
and she will be tighter this time around making the second start of her 
current form cycle. He past turf form against allowance company is salty, 
and she ran bravely to be beaten two lengths by QUEENOFTHEPALACE 
(NZ) while setting a quick early pace of :22 4/5 and :46 3/5 in her last 
start; threat. SKY MY SKY stalked the pace and kicked home with 
authority the last time she caught a “firm” turf course, and this $450,000 
daughter of Bernardini has won her past three starts outside of stakes 
company and should get a great ground-saving, stalking trip from her 
inside post draw. She won her only previous start over the Churchill weeds 
and is a candidate for improvement making her third start off a layoff for 
trainer Mark Casse; dangerous returning to the allowance ranks. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-6-1 
 
 
RACE TEN 
AREED looks salty in today’s “get out” race, as the Jack Van Berg trainee 
sports honest current form against $7,500 starter allowance types, has 
finished in the money in his past seven races and drops in class in for a 
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nickel in this heat. Chestnut son of Tapit hooked a next-out winner in his 
last start in Hot Springs and won his last race at this class level under the 
Twin Spires by open lengths. He won his last start off a layoff and comes 
into this heat fresh. Jockey change to Jesus Castanon noted. Ignore the 
wide post draw; major player. DREAM SEEKER hasn’t been seen at the 
races since last September, but he ran a big race off a 12-month hiatus five 
starts back and has finished in the money in four-of-six lifetime starts in 
Louisville. Most importantly, he takes a hard drop in class from the entry-
level allowance ranks into the $5,000 open claiming affair; contends on the 
drop. IKER is a very fast son of Forestry that figures to break running and 
set a pressured pace in this spot, and he won his last start on this class 
level at Hawthorne two starts back. He was out-classed facing starter 
allowance company in his last race and is a tick cheap for this crew, but 
he’s the “speed of the speed” in the race and can get brave late if able to 
shake out a clear early lead; hangs around for a minor award with a top 
try. TIREE has lacked a winning bid in the stretch drive in his past two 
starts facing $5K starter allowance company, and he gets wheeled back off 
15 days rest and drops in class for trainer Steve Asmussen in this spot. His 
best recent form has been in the conditioned claiming ranks, however; on 
the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-7-2-6  


