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THE GREEN SHEET 
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John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Twelfth Day: Friday, May 19, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 114-24-19-18—21%W, 54%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
I AM MISS BROWN has hit the board in 50 percent of her lifetime starts 
and hasn’t missed the trifecta to date from four appearances in 2017. Bay 
daughter of Big Brown will make her second start off the claim for trainer 
Chris Hartman, and the seven-year-old hooked a nice mare in Rhodium, 
who won twice last month at the short Keeneland meet, in her last start, 
and she was competitive against honest starter company this winter in Hot 
Springs. There isn’t much pace signed on in this heat, she figures to be 
prominent early under jockey Albin Jimenez, and will love stretch out to a 
mile an a sixteenth trip; rates top billing. LUCY’S REVENGE gets wheeled 
back off a week’s rest after failing to fire from off the pace facing $16K 
starter allowance company, and she hooked the Churchill-loving, 
consistent mare Sugar Cube in that affair. Negatives include the quick 
turnaround and while she has shown some early lick in the past, she’s 
better when allowed to settle and make one run and there aren’t a lot of 
front-running types in this heat. She’s eligible for improvement making the 
third start of her current form cycle, attracts the services of Corey Lanerie 
and will appreciate the class relief; major player. ULTRA ARUMBA (BRZ) 
has won four-of-seven lifetime starts in Louisville and will be tighter in her 
second start off a layoff, but her form has been suspect of late and she was 
a non-factor in her last start at Keeneland when facing similar starter 
allowance company. She will appreciate stretching out to this two-turn 
mile and a sixteenth trip, and if you throw out her effort two starts back at 
Turfway on Polytrack—a surface she clearly doesn’t care for—her form 
looks better. She’s a tick cheap for this crew, however, and is a closer in a 
race that figures to have a soft early splits; tab for a minor award. 
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CHEYENNE BLUES steps up in class to the $8K starter allowance ranks in 
this affair, but she’s a perfect two-for-two at Churchill Downs and will make 
her first start off the claim for the high-percentage Karl Broberg barn. 
Oklahoma-bred failed to menace in her last start against $7,500 starter 
allowance types at Oaklawn Park, and she will stretch out around two-
turns off her last race to a distance at which she’s two-for-13 lifetime; on 
the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-6-1 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The homebred VIDA LEVA EU ran a huge race on debut at Keeneland at 
19-1 to be second behind the nice juvenile filly Buy Sell Hold, who came out 
of that heat to win the Kentucky Juvenile Stakes versus open company on 
opening night at Churchill. Bay daughter of Tizdejavu has a marked 
advantage over every other entrant in this field in that she has a start 
under her belt, and she exits one of the fastest juvenile races at the 
recently competed Keeneland meet. I’m not crazy about the wide post 
draw, but she has race experience at the gate and jockey Albin Jimenez is 
very good on front-running types and hustling one from the opening bell. 
She has plenty of upside and will be tighter this go-around; major player. 
CONTRARIAN has a route-oriented pedigree being a daughter of Lemon 
Drop Kid, but this filly sports some pretty sharp works at Keeneland, 
including a :47 flat move from the gate nine days ago, and trainer Kenny 
McPeek’s two-year-olds ran well in Lexington this spring; threat right out 
of the box. TOUCHDOWN TROJANS is a first-time starter by first-crop sire 
Shanghai Bobby out of a Tale of the Cat mare that brought $100,000 as a 
yearling at Keeneland last September. It’s worth noting that Shangroyal, a 
Shanghai Bobby colt trained by Wesley Ward, broke slow and was fourth of 
seven on debut in yesterday’s first race, beaten five length and change for 
all the money. Trainer Steve Asmussen’s outfit does excellent work with 
its’ juvenile stock, so this filly will be well prepared for her first start; 
threat under Lanerie. The John Oxley homebred BEAUTIFUL STREET is a 
bay Street Cry (Ire) filly out of a stakes-placed Sky Mesa mare that earned 
$176,065, and she sports a sharp work tab for trainer Mark Casse—who 
won yesterday’s first race with the two-year-old first-timer Mo Diddley 
($2.80)—including a :46 4/5 move from the gate in Lexington on April 27; 
demands your attention in the paddock and post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-3-7-4 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The bay gelding MIGHTY MAD takes a hard drop in class in this spot from 
maiden allowance company into this maiden claiming affair for a dime. Son 
of Ready’s Image hasn’t been seen at the races in a tick over seven-months, 
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but he exits some quick heats and faced a next-out winner in his last start, 
which was clocked in a swift 1:10 flat. He has been the beaten favorite in 
all three of his prior races, but he has never been in this cheap, has a bit of 
an early lick and draws the one-hole; rates top billing on the stout class 
drop. OUT OF THE OFFICE woke up when he was dropped in for $10K in his 
most recent start, where she stalked a quick pace and held well to finish 
second at nearly 24-1, at a seven-furlong trip 17 days ago in Louisville. 
Chestnut figures to get a good stalking trip in this spot under jockey Miguel 
Mena, and trainer Jimmy Baker seems to have found the class level at 
which this guy can be competitive. I like that he turns back an eighth of a 
mile off his last start; contender. COWBOY QUINN has retained flat form 
despite dropping in class but is eligible for improvement making the third 
start of his current form cycle. He was only a length and change off a next-
out winner in his last start at Keeneland despite being five-wide at the 
quarter-pole, and the best effort of his career to date has been sprinting on 
the main track. He gets a positive rider switch to Brian Hernandez,. Jr.; 
cannot eliminate with confidence. AFTER THE GOLDRUSH returns to the 
races off a near two-month layoff for the Chicago-based Roger 
Brueggemann barn, and this gelded son of Brother Derek’s form off the 
shelf is suspect. He does creep down in class in for $10,000 this afternoon 
off a trio of efforts facing $12,500 types at Fair Grounds but was well 
beaten last summer at Arlington for a $7,500 tag; seems destined for a 
minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-8-6 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
I’ll take a shot in the fourth on the card—a $50K “non-winners of two races 
lifetime” claiming event on the grass—with the price play MARINE PILOT, 
as the son of Line of David has been banging heads with tougher 
adversaries all winter at Oaklawn Park, and we couldn’t get a read on his 
turf form as he clipped heels and lost the rider in his grass debut at 
Churchill six days ago. He gets wheeled back off the non-effort, where he 
actually broke well from the 12-hole before losing the jock, and I like that 
he turns back an eighth of a mile in this spot. There are no world-beaters in 
here, and he’s 15-1 on the morning line with veteran reinsman David 
Flores in the boot; choice, at a price. HARDLY HOME will make his first 
start off the claim for trainer Eddie Kenneally, whose outfit wins at a high-
percentage in this type of situation. Gelded son of Hard Spun has improved 
in each start since getting blinkers for the first time three starts back, and 
he has finished in the money in 40 percent of his turf starts lifetime. He 
may want more ground, but he woke up when he was offered for a tag for 
the first time and has finished with interest from off the pace in his past 
three races; contender. SPACE MOUNTAIN has iffy form off the sidelines 
and will return to the races off a two-month plus hiatus in this heat for 
trainer Rusty Arnold, though he drops in for a tag for the first time and will 
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make his first start as a gelding this afternoon. He will appreciate 
stretching out in distance off his past three starts and has faced some 
deceptively tough company (Lex Vegas, Siding Spring, Camelot Kitten, 
Giant Run, Isotherm, etc.) in the past; threat on the drop. SIX SCHILLINGS 
drops in for a tag for the first time, but he’s zero-for-six lifetime on the 
weeds and has been stopped on frequently of late. He does have useful turf 
form in the entry-level allowance ranks facing honest company such as 
Special Ops, Ballagh Rocks and Long Ago, but his form was going south 
before he was stopped on; the class drop is the biggest attraction. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-7-8-9 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
LADY KAY gave a good account of herself when she dropped in for a $50K 
tag in her last start at Churchill Downs 16 days ago for trainer Wayne 
Catalano, as the daughter of Pleasantly Perfect broke on the bridle, got 
shuffled back, was six-wide at the quarter-pole yet ran on in the lane to be 
second behind a daylight winner. She continues her class descent in this 
spot, has all kinds of upside making just her third career start, and she’ll 
get a ground-saving trip on the fence under Corey Lanerie; rates top billing. 
JEMROSE is a well-bred Harlan’s Holiday filly that has demonstrated mild 
improvement with blinkers, and she ran the best race of her career to date 
in her last start at Keeneland hooking $30K maiden claiming rivals. Throw 
out the turf efforts and the race two-back where she was bumped at the 
start and was wide on both turns facing tougher company, and her form 
looks better. She has never been in this cheap; contender. PERFECT PRIZE 
ran well off a near two-month layoff on the drop in her last start in 
Lexington 29 days ago, where she set a pressured, moderate pace when 
dropping in for a $30K tag and getting Lasix for the first time. She will 
have to deal with quicker, front-running types drawn to her inside and is 
the recipient of an unfortunate wide post draw in this mile and sixteenth 
affair, but she will likely improve in her second start off the sidelines and 
creeps down in class; threat. HIGH STREET was well bet on debut for a 
$40K tag in Lexington for the high-percentage Brad Cox barn, but was a 
bad fourth over a “muddy”, sealed racetrack that she may not have cared 
for. She will stretch out around two-turns for the first time, continues to 
drop in class and deserves another chance over a “fast” strip. I don’t like 
that she hesitated at the start in the debut effort; improves if she breaks. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-7-5 
 
 
RACE SIX 
DOUBLE FIRST will make her first start off the claim for trainer Tom 
Amoss, whose outfit wins at a high-percentage in this particular situation. 
Chestnut daughter of Majestic Warrior creeps up in class but has won both 
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her previous starts for a tag, gets first-Lasix and should like the surface 
change to turf, as she’s out of a Giant’s Causeway mare. She should get a 
ground-saving, stalking trip from her inside post draw and figures to be a 
playable price (4-1 on the morning line) as she takes a double-jump up in 
class in this spot; gets the nod in her grass debut. CINDER ran well on the 
drop in her most recent race a shade over two months ago in South Florida 
facing comparable competition, especially when one considers that she 
broke inward at the start and finished with good late interest. She has 
placed in 60 percent of her starts lifetime on the weeds and has never 
missed the exacta on the Matt Winn Turf Course; contender. The Arkansas-
bred AVISIONOFCHOCOLATE was beaten a dirty nose at nearly 23-1 in her 
turf debut at Churchill 17 days ago, and she should get a decent trip 
stalking the pace from the seven-hole in this spot under jockey Jon Court, 
who is back for a return engagement. Deeps closer was more in touch with 
the early pace on turf, and she finished second in a $100K stakes versus 
state-breds in her fourth career start; some things to like. DORODANSA 
failed to menace in her only prior start on the weeds, but she takes a 
noticeable drop in class from $40K optional claiming/second-tier allowance 
company at Indiana Downs into this $40K “non winners of three races 
lifetime” heat in this spot. Daughter of Bellamy Road has room to move 
forward in her third start off an extended layoff; using in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-7-8 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
AZTEC SENSE was on the wrong end of a photo finish for the win in his 
first crack at $16K conditioned claiming company in Louisville 17 days 
ago, however his zero-for-10 lifetime record under the Twin Spires is 
reason for concern. The late running son of Street Sense will appreciate the 
extra sixteenth of a mile and the early pace figures to be honest in this 
heat as CONFEDERATE RAGS, CANNINGTON, DARK ARDEN, SHOE 
MONEY and possibly STRONG BREEZE all want to be prominent early, 
which will set up his late kick; comes running in the stretch drive. STRONG 
BREEZE broke his maiden right out of the box for a $35K tag for trainer 
Eddie Kenneally, but he will make his first start on the main track and 
take his first swing at against winners in this spot. Bay gelding’s pedigree 
leans more to the green, as he’s by Mizzen Mast out of a Dayjur mare, but 
he demonstrated some moxie in the debut run to overcome an awkward 
start and prevail in the shadow of the wire by a hard-fought neck. He 
returns to the races off a four-month plus layoff but gained some valuable 
seasoning in the debut effort. He’s spotted to be competitive in his first 
start against winners in for $16K against “non-winners of two lifetime” 
types; contender. The chestnut Arkansas-bred SHOE MONEY has never 
put forth a poor effort from four prior starts, and he gave a good account of 
himself in his first start against open company in his most recent start in 
Hot Springs, where he gave way late and was forced into traffic problems 
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yet was only beaten two lengths and change for all the money in a race that 
was clocked in a quick 1:10 3/5 considering the class level. He’s 10-1 on 
the morning line; useful when spreading in exotic wagers. 
BASEBALLNBOURBON has never been in this cheap, and the chestnut colt 
ran well two starts back in Lexington facing similar company, as he was 
bumped at the start, stalked the pace and was an honest third of 12 
finishing five and a quarter lengths behind a next-out winner. He seems 
well suited to this six and a half-furlong trip; improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-9-10 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The dark bay FORGIVE was cut out to be a good horse, has never put forth 
a poor effort over a uniform turf course and has been first-or-second in 
three-of-five starts for trainer Mike Tomlinson, whose horses are running 
well at the current tilt. Son of Sidney’s Candy was a good second behind a 
fast turf sprinter in Canadian Flyer in his first start against winners, and 
he beat a nice horse in Lex Vegas on the square when he was last seen at 
the races about two and a half months ago in South Florida. He broke his 
maiden off a layoff by open lengths and has an affinity for a five-panel trip 
on the weeds; choice. NUN THE LESS is a well-bred son of Candy Ride (Arg) 
that tends to run well fresh and returns to the races off a seven-month plus 
hiatus in this spot. Five-year-old turns back in distance off his past 11 
starts, and he was only beaten a length and change in the $75K Texas 
Glitter Stakes at Gulfstream when last seen on the lawn at a five-furlong 
trip. There’s plenty of speed in this turf sprint to set up his late kick, he 
hooked a tough field in a classified allowance race at Keeneland in his last 
start and has been competing in stakes races in 10 of his past 12 outings; 
major player. MANIACAL is a talented son of Kitten’ Joy that should relish 
trying the turf for the first time, and this fellow was less than two lengths 
off the multiple grade one stakes winner Mind Your Biscuits last summer 
in the Amsterdam Stakes (G2) at Saratoga, a heat that went in a snappy 
1:15 1/5 for six and a half panels. The four-year-old chestnut hooked a 
tough crew in his first start off an extended layoff in his last start at 
Keeneland, where he set a quick pace and tired late, but he most certainly 
out something out of that effort and will be tighter this afternoon; dirt-to-
turf angle very playable. CONTROL STAKE is a hard-knocking son of 
Discreetly Mine that has finished in the money in an impressive 16-of-18 
lifetime starts, but he will be making his turf debut in this spot for trainer 
Phillip Bauer, who won the third race on today’s card with Mighty Mad 
($7). The bay has improved in each start off the claim, is eligible for 
improvement making his third start off an extended layoff, and he’s a fleet 
of foot gelding that should appreciate turning back in distance to this five-
eighths trip. The turf is the x-factor and his bloodlines don’t scream grass, 
but’s hard to knock his consistency, and he leads this field in career 
earnings; foolish to slight his chances. 
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SELECTIONS: 4-9-2-7 
 
 
RACE NINE 
LOYALIST will make his first start off the claim for the J.R. Caldwell barn, 
an outfit that not only won yesterday’s nightcap with Learning Curve 
($3.80) but also is winning at a gaudy 60 percent clip at the meet. 
Consistent Cal-bred has hit the board in eight of his past 12 outings and 
exits a quick race that went in 1:10 3/5 at Oaklawn Park. He has been 
popular at the claim box of late and this fellow won his last start for this 
barn by open lengths three starts back in Hot Springs facing comparable 
adversaries; choice. HENDERSON COUNTY didn’t pick his feet up when 
stepping up in class for trainer Steve Asmussen in his last start, but he 
drops back to a level at which he has been competitive in his past four 
races in this affair. Late-running son of Proud Citizen should get decent 
fractions on which to close as SHE READ MY TEXTS and BACKLASH both 
want to be prominent early; comes running in the stretch drive on the 
drop. PATRIOTIC AMERICAN is eligible for improvement making his 
second start off a brief layoff, and he gets in light with the seven-pound 
“bug boy” named for the assignment. He was in a bit over his head in his 
last start for $16,000 and was fanned wide at the head of the lane in a 
roughly run contest. He won his last start on this class level two starts 
back and was only three lengths off the top choice three starts back in 
Arkansas; threat. SHE READ MY TEXTS will be an early pace factor along 
with BACKLASH, but this bay needed a “muddy”, sealed racetrack at 
Belterra Park to clear the “two lifetime” condition for a nickel. He’s quick, 
as he was two lengths and change off his stablemate Shoot Craps two starts 
back at Indiana Grand after pressing a quick pace in a heat that went in a 
blazing 1:09 2/5 for $5K claiming stock. His dirt form is solid, but he’s a 
cut below others in class and will have to fend off BACKLASH early; hangs 
around for a minor award with a top try. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-9-1-8    
 
 


