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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirteenth Day: Saturday, May 20, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 123-28-20-19—23%W, 54%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The connections of SIMPLY GREAT seemed to have found a class level at 
which this daughter of Greatness can be competitive, as her form improved 
when she dropped down into the maiden $30K ranks, and she has faced a 
trio of next-out winners in two of her past three races. She gets wheeled 
back off 16 days rest after getting shuffled back and running on again the 
final eighth of a mile in her first race with blinkers. She exits a quick heat 
and figures to be prominent early in a small field without a lot of front-
running types assembled; gets the nod. INDIAN TRICK was only two 
lengths off a next-out winner in her last start at Oaklawn Park for trainer 
Jack Van Berg, and she creeps down in class into this nondescript maiden 
$30K heat in this affair. She’s the likely pacesetter in a field without a lot 
of early speed signed on, and she gets in light with the five-pound 
apprentice Rogelio Miranda named for the assignment. She stretches out 
an eighth of a mile and will take her first-crack at a seven-furlong trip this 
afternoon; contender. PARKING TICKET takes a marked class drop from 
maiden allowance company into this $30K maiden claiming event, and 
she’s eligible for improvement making her second start off an extended 
layoff. Five-year-old’s form is consistently inconsistent, but she will 
appreciate the class relief; contends on the drop. TAPIZAR’S MAGIC is 
another that drops in for a tag for the first time out of maiden allowance 
company, and this bay daughter of Tapizar will appreciate tuning back in 
distance and trying the dirt for the first time in this spot. She has all kinds 
of upside making just hersecond career start; improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-2-5 
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RACE TWO 
BAETYKATY returns to the races off a two-month plus layoff and drops 
down to the open $32K claiming level in this heat for trainer David Vance. 
Chestnut mare loves a mile and a sixteenth on the main track, having won 
seven-of-13 lifetime outings at this trip on dirt, and she has been first-or-
second in her past two starts off the sidelines. She has effective tactical 
speed, which will serve her well in this heat; choice. MERILORE is another 
entrant that descends in class and will stretch out a sixteenth of a mile in 
this spot for trainer J.R. Caldwell, whose outfit is winning at an eye-
catching 55 percent strike rate at the current tilt, and this seven-year-old 
mare was only a length and change off Big World two starts back, who 
came out of that race to win the La Troienne Stakes (G1) at Churchill 
earlier in the meet. She hasn’t visited the winner’s circle in a while but has 
been facing some tough customers in her past three starts (Miss Mo Kelly, 
Sugar Cube, Tiger Moth, etc.); contender. RITZY LASS will make her first 
start of the claim for trainer Kenny McPeek and takes a double-jump up in 
class in the process. Daughter of Old Forester set a moderate pace and held 
off a nice horse and next-out winner Dustem Carolina in her last start at 
Keeneland, but her best efforts in the past have some against lesser 
adversaries. Churchill-loving C ISLANDSURPRISE hasn’t shown any early 
lick in a while but come into this race fresh and has a license to do so, and 
the top choice figures to be in the mix early as well, thus this mare doesn’t 
figure to have an easy time of things on the front-end, like last time; hangs 
around for a minor award with a top effort. C ISLANDSURPRISE is the 
“horse for the course” in this heat, as the bay daughter of Badge of Silver 
has annexed four-of-eight starts lifetime under the Twin Spires. Her form 
has been sketchy since last summer and she has failed to menace in her 
past three starts off a layoff, but the class drop works in her favor; can’t 
eliminate based on her affinity for the local surroundings. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-4-2-3 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The Street Boss filly BURMA ROAD has never run a bad race on the grass 
for trainer Ian Wilkes, and was only beaten two lengths and change by a 
nice Chad Brown-trained Juddmonte Euro-import in Antonoe in her first 
start off an extended layoff while taking her first crack at “two other than” 
company at Keeneland. She has effective tactical speed, won her lone start 
over the Matt Winn Turf Course by open lengths and figures to be a 
playable price with the grade one stakes-placed filly SASSY LITTLE LILA 
breaking just to her inside, and that filly hasn’t been seen at the races 
since New Year’s Eve. She’ll be tighter in her second start off the shelf; 
rates top billing. SASSY LITTLE LILA returns to the races off a near five-
month layoff for the high-percentage Brad Cox outfit, but she cleared the “a 
other than” allowance condition at Belmont in her last start off the 
sidelines, and just missed winning the American Oaks (G1T) after doing all 
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the heavy lifting over a “good” turf course at a nine-furlong trip. Consistent 
daughter of Artie Schiller has never run a bad one on the weeds, has been 
training forwardly during her down time, and returns to allowance 
company for her 2017 debut off a pair of game efforts in stakes. She will 
have to deal with the top choice and possibly FLYING TIPAT on the front-
end, however she’s tractable enough to rate and finish; major player. YOU 
CHEATED is an overlay at 10-1 on the morning line, as the bay daughter of 
Colonel John ran a big race in her turf debut against a tough field at 27-1, 
rallying from off the pace to be beaten a diminishing length and change for 
all the money by Shaan, a nice Shadwell Farm horse making that was 
making her turf debut. The early splits figure to be honest enough assist 
her late kick, and she has a license to improve in the second start of her 
current form cycle; threat at a square price. The Illinois-bred ROSIE MY 
ROSIE ran like she needed her last start off a near two-month layoff and 
drops down in class off that effort in for a $62,500 tag in this affair. She’s 
clearly a better filly on the dirt and her zero-for-11 lifetime numbers on the 
weeds do not inspire much confidence, but she was only three-parts of a 
length off the nice mare Daddy’s Boo over “yielding” terrain the last time 
she was seen on turf. She has won two of her past three starts and is 
another who will be tighter making her second start off a layoff. She’s 12-1 
on the morning line; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-7-3 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The Into Mischief gelding MANHATTAN MISCHIEF looks to have the field 
in today’s fourth, a $10K starter allowance affair going six-furlongs on the 
main track over the proverbial barrel, as he just made short work of an 
arguably tougher field in Lexington 23 days ago. The bay possesses 
dangerous tactical speed and beat fellow entrant FAVORITE COACH on the 
square in the Keeneland score by seven lengths and change, covering 
seven panels in 1:23 1/5, quick for the class level. He hasn’t been worse 
than second since being claimed by the red-hot J.R. Caldwell barn five 
starts back, and it doesn’t hurt that he’s the controlling speed of the race; 
major player right back against starter $10K foes. FOURTH OF JULY is 
another consistent horse that has retained sharp form while moving up in 
class since he was haltered by his new connections for $10,000 last fall at 
Keeneland. Versatile son of Street Cry (Ire) can handle dirt and synthetic 
surfaces and is a perfect one-for-one lifetime in Louisville. He cuts back 
slightly in distance to a trip at which he’s zero-for-four lifetime and four of 
his five career wins have been for a tag. He’s a tick below some others in 
class, however his consistency is admirable; threat. FAVORITE COACH 
loves Keeneland but is zero-for-five lifetime at Churchill Downs, however 
he is coming off a huge year in 2016 where he won five-of-nine starts for 
trainer Phil Sims, and he seems to be rounding back into form. He was no 
match for the top choice in his last race, but he was in the six-path at the 
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quarter-pole and stayed on in the stretch drive. He will appreciate the 
slight turn back in distance to this six-furlong trip in this spot and is 
eligible to move forward in the third start of his current form cycle; likely 
for part, taking a stand against for top honors. GREELY IS BACK returns to 
the races off a two-month and change layoff and may be a start away from 
his best effort, but he has finished in the money in four-of-eight lifetime 
starts under the Twin Spires and typically runs his race to pick up a piece 
of the purse money. He has come up short in his past four starts against 
slightly lesser starter allowance company, however; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-5-4 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
GRIDIRON CAT hasn’t been seen at the races in a tick over two months but 
has run well in two of his past three starts off the shelf and will make his 
first start off the claim for trainer Brad Cox, who not only wins at a high-
percentage in this type of situation, but also knocked out the second on 
today’s card with Sassy Little Lila ($3). Son of Discreet Cat’s lone lifetime 
win has been on the weeds and his best form on the main track has been 
over surfaces containing some moisture. He was fifth as the chalk in his 
last start at 70 cents on the dollar, but he was only beaten two lengths for 
all the money, hopped at the start and had traffic problems late. He has 
never run a bad race for a tag; choice. SCARF IT DOWN hooked a tough 
entry-level allowance crew in his first start off a near two-month layoff for 
trainer Neil Pessin, and he drops in for a tag for the first time in this heat. 
Bay son of Twirling Candy will appreciate turning back in distance to a six-
furlong trip at which he has placed in 50 percent of his lifetime starts, and 
he will be tighter this time around making his second start off the sidelines; 
contends on the drop. CALMBEFORETHESTORM will return to the races 
off a 370-day layoff in this affair but will make his first start for a claiming 
tag and turns back in distance off his past three races. He seems to be 
better when allowed to settle and make one-run and the cut back to this 
three-quarter mile trip will help him pull that off in this spot. The gap 
between the March 31st breeze at Payson and the April 21st move at 
Churchill is a bit concerning, and he probably needs this effort in order to 
move forward off the extended year-plus hiatus; tab for a minor award. 
SWAMP RULER was re-claimed by trainer Ron Moquett two starts back for 
$30,000, and the conditioner drops his charge back in for $30K in this 
spot off an effort in Hot Springs for a $50K price tag in which he was pulled 
up and did not finish. He was a good third in his only prior start in 
Louisville and has placed in three-of-five lifetime outings, but he’s tough to 
get overly excited about based on his current form; on the fringes. 
 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-1-4 
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RACE SIX 
The bay filly SAVANNAH BELLE has never put forth a poor effort in her 
career, and she gave a good account of herself against a tough field in her 
first attempt at this nine-furlong trip on turf, as she rallied from off the 
pace, split rivals and was making up ground over “good” going in the final 
furlong. She may be a little better on dirt but has useful turf form and has 
been first or second in five-of-seven lifetime starts; rates top billing. 
DANCING WAVES (IRE) hooked a pair of next-out winners in her first 
North American start, but was a one-paced fourth after dropping from 
grade three stakes company and getting Lasix for the first-time. Late-
running daughter of Zoffany (Ire) acts as if she will appreciate the stretch 
out to a mile and an eighth trip in this spot, and she has been training 
forwardly for Brad Cox since early April but may be a start away from 
firing her best shot off a near fourth-month freshening. She will attract 
many backers at the betting windows; logical contender, taking a stand 
against for the win. GENTLE KITTEN has improved in each of her starts 
against winners and will be tighter making her second start off a  near 
three-month layoff in this affair. Deep closing chestnut Kitten’s Joy filly 
has placed in 50 percent of her turf starts lifetime, will get a ground-saving 
trip on the hedge and hooked a next-out winner the last time she was seen 
on the weeds in Louisville; lots to like. TALMADGE TAP’s lone win from 
four prior starts was on Polytrack at Turfway, but she has faced some 
tough customers in the allowance ranks (Wessex, Someday Soon and 
Torrent), and she didn’t run poor poorly in her turf debut, where she was 
beaten three lengths and change for all the money, splitting a field of 12 off 
a layoff. She will likely move forward in her second start off the shelf and 
should get a great trip stalking the pace under Calvin Borel; more 
interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-1-4 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The veteran campaigner QUIET MAN looks tough for the high-percentage 
Karl Broberg outfit on the drop in for a nickel in this open claiming route 
race and while it’s difficult to get a line on class at Will Rogers Downs, he is 
descending the proverbial claiming ladder and was competitive in the 
$15K conditioned claiming ranks in New Orleans over the winter. Touch 
Gold gelding should get a great trip stalking the pace under veteran 
reinsman David Flores; major player. BOB’S GONE WILD was tipped out 
and made up a ton of ground late when trying open $5K claiming stock at 
Churchill Downs three weeks ago, and he makes up half of s formidable 
entry sent postward by trainer J.R. Caldwell, whose barn has already 
knocked out a pair of races on today’s card—Merilore ($4.20) in the second 
and Manhattan Mischief ($2.40) in the fourth—and is winning at a very 
high-percentage for the meet. It’s hard to ignore anything this barn 
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currently leads over, and he’s coupled with the useful MAGIC OF 
BELIEVING; contender. The consistent FROST OR FRIPPERY has been 
grinding on for nearly a year without being stopped on, and the bay son of 
Lewis Michael has never been worse than third against $5,000 claiming 
stock. He has finished in the money in all five of his 2017 starts, he’ll get a 
ground-saving trip and the fence, and it’s encouraging that Brian 
Hernandez, Jr. stick with him; threat. HELLO PEOPLE is clearly better on a 
synthetic surface, however he has won two of his past five races and had to 
steady at the five-sixteenths pole in his last race, which certainly 
compromised his belated bid. He’s a tantalizing 12-1 on the morning line; 
useful when spreading in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-1a(part of entry)-2-5 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
SOLVE’s current form is atrocious, but he will make his first start off the 
claim on the drop for trainer Steve Asmussen, and this bay son of Flatter 
cleared the “three lifetime” condition three starts back in Hot Springs for a 
$40,000 price tag. He has run well at Churchill Downs in the past, as he 
was competitive under the Twin Spires last summer in the $50K starter 
allowance ranks. He’s 5-1 on the morning line for an outfit that wins at a 
steady clip first off the claim; choice, at a square price. AURORA’S KID ran 
well on the drop in his last start, where he was second of nine, beaten two 
lengths and change facing open $16K claiming rivals at Oaklawn. He 
hasn’t missed the trifecta in his past six starts against claiming company 
and his effort two-back is clearly a throw out, as he was in deep waters 
hooking a pair of salty next-out winners in a heat that went in 1:10 1/5; 
contender. FUHRIOUS WARRIOR drops in class off a lackluster fifth-place 
effort in his first crack at open company, and he take a double-jump down 
in class this afternoon for trainer Jordan Blair, who has made the most of 
limited opportunities in 2017. He was competitive on this level facing 
conditioned company over the winter at Tampa Bay Downs and has a 
license to move forward in the third start of his current form cycle; threat. 
AZTEC LION has finished in the money in each of his races since he was 
claimed for $5K by the Maggi Moss/Tom Amoss tandem six starts back at 
Fair Grounds, but he failed to make an impact his last race against $5K 
starter allowance company, and he lurks upward in class in this spot. He 
gets away from Restless Rambler this afternoon, but looks to a tick below 
other in class; on the fringes.  
 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-1-4 
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RACE NINE 
The Sierra Farm homebred MEISTER LEGEND ran a brave race off an 
extended layoff when stretching out around two-turns on turf for the first 
time, as she broke from the three-hole in a big field and rallied from off the 
pace between rivals to be beaten a diminishing length and a quarter for all 
the money at odds of 71-1. Her price obviously won’t be nearly that good 
this afternoon, but she will likely improve on her last effort making her 
second start off the sidelines, and I like that she turns back a sixteenth of a 
mile. She’ll get a ground-saving trip on the hedge from her inside post 
draw; choice. AIRCRAFT CARRIER hasn’t been seen at the races in over 
eight months, but she has never run a bad race on the grass for trainer 
Paul McGee and was only a length off a consistent turf filly in Burma Road 
the last time she was seen in the afternoon at Kentucky Downs last 
September. Mizzen Mass miss out of a War Chant mare is bred to relish 
two-turns on the lawn and will stretch out for the first time in this spot; 
fires fresh. I like Exchange Rate fillies, and AUNTIE’S THE ONE is 
improving for trainer Kenny McPeek. Chestnut miss has never put forth a 
poor effort in her career, and I like how she bulled her way between foes in 
her last start and finished with interest. She endured a tough trip two 
starts back trying to close sandwiched between rivals when finishing 
behind the top choice at Keeneland in early April; further improvement 
expected. The well-bred Lemon Drop Kid filly LA MANTA GRIS ran well off 
the layoff in her last start at Keeneland for trainer Rusty Arnold and 
figures to move forward off that effort in this spot. The gray has finished in 
the money in 50 percent of her turf starts lifetime while facing honest 
company at Keeneland, Churchill, and Saratoga, but she’s the recipient of 
an unfortunate wide post draw in this mile and a sixteenth turf event. She 
tends to lack a winning bid in the final eighth of a mile; seems destined for 
a minor placing. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-2-11 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Matron Stakes (G3) 
The South Florida invader CURLIN’S APPROVAL is unproven outside of the 
Sunshine State and has lost her past two starts off a layoff, but this isn’t 
the toughest grade three stakes ever carded at Churchill Downs, and the 
well-bred Curlin filly won her only prior start around two-turns against 
grade two company at Gulfstream Park by six lengths. She has effective 
tactical speed which will allow jockey Edgard Zayas to place her anywhere 
he wants in the first flight in this mile and a sixteenth test, and she likes to 
win, having done so in five-of-nine lifetime starts; holds all the aces. TIGER 
MOTH is an overlaid 10-1 on the morning line and drops out of the Apple 
Blossom Handicap (G1) at Oaklawn, where she was well-beaten by the 
classy distaffer Stellar Wind. Daughter of Street Sense is at her best at this 
mile and a sixteenth trip on the main track, and she was a good third two 
starts back behind a couple of nice mares in Streamline and 
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Eskenformoney. She prefers a little moisture in the racetrack, which she 
won’t get this afternoon, but she’s eligible for improvement making her 
third start off the shelf for trainer Brad Cox; contender. WEEP NO MORE 
returns to the races off a nine-month layoff in this spot, but she’s a grade 
one winner at this mile and a sixteenth trip on dirt and her past three 
losses have come at the hands of Songbird and Cathryn Sophia, and she 
won’t find any fillies in here of that caliber. Dyed-in-the-wool closer figures 
to get an honest pace in front of her to set up her late kick as NAYLOR, 
stablemate IMPROV, BELLE HILL and CURLIN’S APPROVAL all want to be 
on or near the early lead; comes running in the stretch drive. WALKABOUT 
is a consistent filly that has placed in 70 percent of her lifetime starts, and 
she has an affinity for Churchill Downs, having finished in the money in all 
five of her lifetime outings in Louisville. She was good third at 23-1 in last 
year’s Falls City Handicap (G2) when she was last seen under the Twin 
Spires, and she will be tighter in her second start off the shelf; using in 
exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-1-11 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN—The Louisville Handicap (G3T) 
REPORTING STAR is the controlling speed in a race choc-full of closers—
always a good betting angle—and while this son of Circular Quay is zero-for-
four lifetime at this12-furlong trip on the weeds, he can get brave on the 
front-end if left to his own devices, evidenced by his big second-place effort 
behind the nice turf marathoner Wake Forest in a grade two stakes at 
Gulfstream Park. He was fractious in pre-race activities in his last race, 
which probably took something away from his late kick, but the race shape 
from a pace perspective certainly favors this fellow. SECRET FASHION 
figures to lay close in the early stages, but this guy is a little quicker on 
paper; choice, gate-to-wire. SOME IN TIEME (BRZ) steps up in class, but he 
ran well against a tough “three other than” allowance crew in his last start 
at Keeneland, where he had no room in the upper stretch drive but 
finished with zeal once he found a clear opening to be beaten a dirty neck 
for all the money at nearly 22-1. He figures to move forward off that effort 
in this spot making his third start off the sidelines; contends at a price. 
BULLARD’S ALLEY hasn’t has his picture taken since he won this race last 
year at nearly 6-1 over a “good” course, but he has finished in the money in 
fifty percent of his starts lifetime going a mile and a half on grass, and he 
was a good fourth, beaten a length and change for all the money in the Fair 
Grounds Handicap (G2T) the last time he tried “firm” going; fires in the 
lane. KAIGUN drops out of grade one stakes company for trainer Mark 
Casse and will likely improve on the class drop and in his third start off a 
freshening. Chestnut son of Northern Afleet has an affinity for 12-panels 
on turf, but his form has been suspect since last spring; useful when 
spreading in exotic wagers. 
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SELECTIONS: 7-4-11-5  
 


