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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Fifteenth Day: Thursday, May 25, 2017 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 144-36-24-23—25%W, 58%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
Deserved morning line favorite COPPER BULLET will be tough to beat in 
the evening’s first, as the $200,000 More Than Ready colt exits the 
quickest (4.5F in :51 1/5) juvenile race at the recently concluded 
Keeneland meet, where he was a game second, beaten less than two 
lengths by an impressive Todd Pletcher trained first-timer, Salmanazar, 
after breaking from the one-hole coming out of the chute in a big field in his 
career debut. He has a big advantage over most of these entrants in that he 
has a race under his belt and has all kinds of upside making just his second 
career start; holds all the aces. SPECIAL FORCES is a Candy Ride (Arg) colt 
that fetched $220,000 at Keeneland last September and has ben training 
forwardly for trainer Mark Casse, who has a two-year-old first-time winner 
at the meet, as Mo Diddley won last Thursday’s opener at odds of 2-5. This 
fellow is a half-brother to the fleet-of-foot multiple graded stakes winning 
mare Stonetastic and has some snappy public gate moves at Keeneland, 
including a :47 4/5 breeze on May 4th, followed up six days later by a 1:00 
3/5 work from the gate on May 10th; major player right out of the box. SKY 
PROMISE was third, five lengths behind the top choice on debut in 
Lexington and ran professionally for trainer Kenny McPeek. The Sky Mesa 
colt broke slow from the nine-hole in a four and a half-furlong affair and 
came running in the stretch, splitting rivals in the process, to be beaten six 
and a half lengths for al the money. He’ll improve on that effort in this spot, 
gets first-time Lasix and should relish the extra sixteenth of a mile. He 
figures to be a decent price with the top two choices garnering all the 
public’s attention; contender. TEMEMON exits a pretty quick race at 
Keeneland (4.5F in :51 3/5), where he broke slow and rallied from off the 
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pace in the lane to be second behind a daylight winner. I’d like to see a 
breeze between that effort and this start, but the son of Tale of Ekati gained 
some valuable seasoning in the debut run and will certainly be tighter this 
time around. The price figures to be square; using in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-7-1 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The gray AFLEET JAY will make his first start of the claim for the J.R. 
Caldwell barn, an outfit that has won an ultra-impressive 10-of-15 races at 
the tilt, hitting at a strike rate of 67 percent. Northern Afleet gelding was 
the beaten chalk in his last start against lesser adversaries three-weeks 
ago in Louisville but may have needed the effort off a near two-month 
layoff, and he had a brutal trip and was bumped repeatedly in deep stretch 
which certainly compromised his chances of winning that heat. He’ll be 
tighter this time around and this guy figures to get a great trip stalking a 
hot pace carved out by ALL SHACKED UP, HEAT ROAD, and JUST DUE; 
choice. ALL SHACKED UP did all the heavy lifting and hung around to be a 
good third, beaten a half-length by an honest horse in Reckling in his last 
start facing “non-winners of two races lifetime” allowance/$40K optional 
claiming adversaries in a heat that went in a snappy 1:10 2/5. He drops 
down into straight conditioned claiming company in this spot and has a 
touch of back-class, as he is minor stakes-placed sprinting in Arizona and 
was fourth of 10, beaten 14 lengths and change by Conquest Mo Money in a 
$100K stakes race four starts back. He’ll be right in the thick of projected 
swift opening fractions, but he can get game when engaged on the front end 
and the class relief works in his favor; contender. ATTRACTION has been 
stuck in this “non-winners of three races lifetime” condition for a while, but 
the son of Blame has hit the board in four-of-seven starts since being 
haltered by Angel Montano for $50,000 last fall at Keeneland, and he will 
turn back in distance and return to the main track in this spot. He couldn’t 
get the job done in his last outing against a weaker field, but he cleared the 
“two lifetime” condition sprinting on the dirt in Louisville and has been 
first-or-second in three-of-four starts lifetime on the main track under the 
Twin Spires. He’ll come running from off the pace, turns back in distance 
and there’s plenty of early speed in here to set up his late kick; threat. 
WILDWOOD DANCER will make his second start off the claim on the drop 
for trainer Al Stall, and he hooked a tough group of open $40K claiming 
types in his last outing off a brief layoff. He drops into the conditioned 
claiming ranks in this affair and won for fun the last time he was seen on 
this class level in New Orleans four starts back, only to be disqualified from 
purse money. He has a license to move forward in the second start of his 
current form cycle; formidable. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-7-3 
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RACE THREE 
The seven-year-old mare JURY WISE gets wheeled back to the races by 
trainer Chris Hartman off a good effort versus $5,000 open claiming types 
in Louisville on May 3rd. She was the beaten favorite in that heat, but she 
was game when dropping from the $7,500 starter allowance level at 
Oaklawn, as she was engaged in a protracted speed-duel with fellow 
entrant DIXIE LOVER for three-quarters of a mile and only succumbed in 
the shadow of the wire to be beaten a half-length for the win. A similar 
scenario is likely to unfold in this affair, but this mare seems to be a bit 
more tractable than DIXIE LOVER, will be getting nine pounds from that 
rival as the “bug boy” Rayan Gazader is named for a return engagement, 
and the chestnut’s form of late in the nickel claiming ranks is sharp. 
Thinking she turns the tables on DIXIE LOVER this time around; gets the 
nod. DIXIE LOVER ran huge in her Churchill debut when stepping out of 
Arkansas-bred company in her last start, as she engaged the top choice 
from the opening bell and put her away late on the square. Negatives 
include her inability to string winning efforts together in the past and two 
of her last three wins have been against restricted company and $6,250 
conditioned claiming types in Minnesota, respectively. She’s fast, however, 
will make only her third start for the high-percentage Karl Broberg outfit, 
and can clearly get game late when hooked from the opening bell; 
contender. HANG ON ANNIE is sharp right now currently riding a two-race 
win streak for trainer Brian Michael, and this consistent First Defence filly 
has finished in the money in 10 of her past 14 starts. She figures to be part 
of a quick early pace and isn’t as fast as DIXIE LOVER on paper, however 
she does stretch out a sixteenth in this spot which figures to put her right 
in the mix when they spring the latch. She has never hit the board in the 
past at this six-furlong trip on dirt, will fuel an honest pace and she steps 
out of conditioned into open claiming company in this spot; hangs on for a 
minor award with a top effort. RILLA’s recent form is lackluster to say the 
least, but this chestnut daughter of Drosselmeyer drops in class to a level 
where she should be more competitive, and she has finished in the money 
in three-of-five lifetime starts in Louisville. She did hook a next-out winner 
in her last race against slightly tougher rivals in South Florida, but she 
beat one horse and finished nearly 10 lengths off the winner; the class drop 
is the biggest attraction. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-4-8-5 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
LADY SOUL hasn’t been seen at the races in nearly 11-months, but this 
chestnut daughter of Speightstown has faced some “live” maiden allowance 
foes in her past three dirt starts including a pair of next-out winners on 
debut at Gulfstream last March, eventual grade two stakes winner Linda in 
her second start and a pair of next-out winners at Monmouth Park last 
summer. She’ll make her first start for a tag in this spot for trainer 



	 4	

Rodolphe Brisset, a former assistant to Hall of Famer Billy Mott whose first 
career starter was a good third while wide at Churchill earlier in the meet. 
She figures to get a great trip stalking DEVILISHLY SUPERIOR and 
MILADY ROCKS; fires fresh. AWESOMETASTIC was the recipient of a 
rough trip in her last start, where she was kissed into place money after 
getting bumped around and having to steady at the eighth-pole caused by 
fellow entrant MILADY ROCKS lugging-in in deep stretch. Her form 
logically improved on the drop, she has demonstrated mild improvement 
with blinkers, and trainer Brendan Walsh’s outfit had a hat trick on 
Sunday’s program at Churchill—War Union ($8.40) in the third, Golden 
Domer ($3.40) in the sixth and British Humor ($6.20) in the nightcap. 
Harlan’s Holiday filly is eligible for improvement making her third start off 
the sidelines, and she’s another that will benefit from an anticipated hot 
early pace, as she figures to settle and make one run turning back in 
distance. Jockey Lanerie was in the boot for two of this barn’s three wins 
on Sunday; contender. The speedy MILDAY ROCKS’s best effort of late was 
aided by a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack, and she failed to beat a horse in her 
last start facing similar adversaries, though she was engaged in an early 
speed duel at a one-turn mile trip and had to steady at the three-sixteenths 
pole, which obviously compromised her chances. She will have to deal with 
DEVILISHLY SUPERIOR from the opening bell, as that rival has a 
comparable early lick, but she will appreciate turning back to a three-
quarter mile trip in this affair; hangs around for part with a top try. 
DEVILISHLY SUPERIOR has never been close in three prior starts and 
returns to the races off a six-month plus layoff in this spot for trainer Buff 
Bradley, but she has some early speed in a soft maiden claiming sprint and 
will make her first start for a tag. She has been training forwardly but may 
be a start away from her best effort; seems destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-8-5 
 
 
RACE FIVE   
I’ll take a shot with NITE OF THE HUNTER, who is 6-1 on the morning line, 
in Thursday’s fifth race, an open $16,000 claiming event at a one-turn mile 
trip on the main track. Temple City gelding takes a significant class drop in 
this spot, and he was only beaten six lengths and change in his last start 
against open $20K claiming/“non-winners of three other than” allowance 
types at Mahoning Valley over a deep, “muddy”, sealed racetrack that he 
may not have cared for. He’s one for his last 10 but has been facing much 
tougher company and gets in light with the five-pound “bug boy” named for 
the riding assignment. He figures to get a good trip stalking the pace; 
choice on the drop. RAGE RIOT returns to the races off 22 days rest for the 
white-hot J.R. Caldwell barn and drops in class off a quartet of efforts 
against $10K-$7,500 starter allowance types in Hot Springs. He’ll turn 
back to a one-turn trip for the first time in 12 starts and has finished in the 
money in 80 percent of his lifetime starts going eight furlongs on the main 
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track, primarily at two-turn trips. He attracts the services of Brian 
Hernandez, Jr., and it’s difficult to ignore anything this outfit currently 
leads over at the tilt; threat. The veteran campaigner O T B BOB is another 
on the drop, and this gelded son of Full Mandate gave a good account of 
himself versus much tougher rivals the last time he was seen at a one-turn 
mile trip at Churchill, and he turns back in distance off his past six starts. 
On the down side, he’s two for his last 15 and couldn’t handle $7,500 “non-
winners of a race in a year” types three starts back in Hot Springs; comes 
running from off the pace in the lane for a minor placing. JACK TRIPP is 
yet another entrant dropping in class looking for form reversal, and this 
chestnut son of Flatter may have needed his last start off a near two-month 
freshening, where he finished a scant quarter-length behind RAGE RIOT 
while facing $10,000 starter allowance adversaries. He will be tighter this 
time around making his second start off a layoff, but his last two wins have 
come against slightly lesser stock at Oaklawn and Turfway, respectively; 
tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-1-8 
 
 
RACE SIX—Updated: 5/25/17, 3:20 P.M  
The sixth this evening has been taken off the turf and will be run on the 
main track at a one-turn, eight-furlong trip and, as such, this heat was 
scratched down to a six-horse field. With that in mind, the main track only 
entrant PADEN, whose seven-of-eight lifetime wins have been in Louisville, 
looks formidable drawing into this affair. Dark bay son of Cowboy Cal 
returns to the races off a near two-month layoff but is capable of running a 
winning race fresh and has finished in the money in 50 percent of his 
lifetime starts over “off” main tracks. He went to the sidelines off a pair of 
dull efforts but has since been freshened up by trainer Tom Amoss, and he 
won an open $40K heat by open lengths the last time he was seen under 
the Twin Spires. He’ll be forwardly placed in a race without a lot of early 
pace signed on, and he has an affinity for this one-turn mile trip; choice. 
WICKED WINK steps up in class and will make his first start off the claim 
for the hot barn of trainer J.R. Caldwell. Bay son of Distorted Humor was 
competitive against entry-level allowance types on the grass this winter in 
New Orleans and won his only start over a “fast” main track on the drop in 
his last start. He was unplaced in his only prior appearance in the “slop” 
but hooked a next-out winner at Belmont Park in that heat and was in the 
eight-path at the top of the stretch. He’ll likely lay close to projected 
pacesetter MONGOL G on the stretch out; contender. SABRENA’S BLING 
has put forth a couple of big efforts in his past two starts in the slop, and 
the deep closer has a reliable late kick. He turns back in distance and there 
isn’t a lot of early speed in here to set up his closing move, but he cannot be 
dismissed based on his affinity for a wet racetrack; threat. ROCKY TOUGH 
ran well when stepping up in class to open $50K claiming company in his 
most recent start, and he will appreciate that this heat has been taken off 
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the grass, as he is better on the main track and has a past win over a 
“muddy”, sealed strip. He’ll turn back in distance to a one-turn trip for the 
first time in 10 starts, but he fits with this crew and has a reliable finishing 
move from off-the-pace; turf-to-dirt angle playable. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-8-7-3 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
CURLINS VOW is a perfect one-for-one in Louisville and has faced a couple 
of nice horses in his past two starts in Lex Vegas and Homespun Hero, 
respectively, and he had to steady in the stretch in his last start and was 
jostled about at the break in the penultimate effort. Trainer Mike 
Tomlinson’s outfit is winning at a sharp 27 percent clip thus far at the 
meet, and this late-running half-brother to the multiple grade one winner 
Runhappy may get a favorable pace set-up if GRAY SKY and SHUT THE 
BOX engage the front-running PHILOCTETES the first quarter-mile. He’ll 
be dangerous if he gets away in good order and has a clean trip; rates top 
billing. FORGE AHEAD FRANKIE hasn’t been off the board in his past three 
starts off the sidelines and comes into this heat off a brief freshening for 
trainer Wayne Catalano. He has been stuck in this condition for a while, but 
he stretches out to a distance at which he has finished in the money in two-
of-three lifetime efforts, and he should be a bit more in touch with the early 
pace with the slight distance extension. He’s siting on a “bullet” half-mile 
public breeze in :47 2/5 on May 13th at Churchill; contender. SHUT THE 
BOX returns to the races off a near six-month layoff as a gelding for trainer 
Chris Richard, and he will return to his preferred surface—dirt—in this 
heat. Bay son of Hard Spun will appreciate turning back in distance off his 
past three outings to this one-turn trip and if you throw out his last start, 
where he was in the 11-path at the quarter-pole and consider that he 
hooked a useful Billy Mott-trained next-out winner in Ballagh Rocks two 
starts back, his form is pretty salty for this outfit; turf-to-dirt, route-to-
sprint angles playable. GRAY SKY ran well against similar company when 
stretching out in distance in his first start off a three-month hiatus, and 
this $700K son of Tapit has finished in the money in six-of-eight lifetime 
starts under the Twin Spires for Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas. He’s 
well suited for this seven-furlong trip, will be tighter this go-around and 
doesn’t have to be on the front-end to be a factor; plenty to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-3-2 
 
 
RACE EIGHT— Updated: 5/25/17, 3:20 P.M 
The nightcap “get out” race this evening has been taken off the turf and 
will be run at a mile and a sixteenth trip on the main track. The race was 
scratched down to a field of seven and main track only entrant 
FAIRYBROOK looks formidable drawing into this affair. Bay Union Rags 
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filly should get a great trip stalking projected pacesetter SHOWREEL (GB), 
and she was only a length off a next-out winner when dropping in for a 
$50K tag in her last start off a near two-month layoff. It doesn’t hurt that 
she has never been worse than second over a wet surface and has never 
been off-the-board at Churchill Downs; choice. FRONT ROW DEBBY was 
well beaten but did finish third in her only prior start over a “wet-fast” 
strip facing maiden $30K types in Lexington last fall. Daughter of 
Pleasantly Perfect is out of the Argentine champion mare Campagnarde 
(Arg) and has finished in the money in six-of-nine lifetime starts; 
contender. SHOWREEL (GB) creeps up in class off the claim for trainer 
Wesley Hawley, but she is fast and figures to have things her own way on 
the front-end in this off-the-turf heat, as no other entrant that has 
previously run is capable of rattling off a :21 2/5 opening quarter like this 
filly did in her last start in her main track debut over a “fast” surface at 
Keeneland. It stands to reason if she likes the turf, she’ll like the slop; 
hangs around for a minor award with a top try. The homebred TIFF is a 
first-time starter by Algorithms that makes her career debut for a $40,000 
price tag for trainer Billy Mott, and the bay sports an extensive public 
work tab that is gap-free since late March. I’m not crazy about her rail post 
draw for the debut run, but she gets Lasix, is bred top and bottom to handle 
an “off” track and gets the services of Florent Geroux. There are no world-
beaters in this heat; demands your attention in the paddock and post 
parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 17-16-8-2     


