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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Twentieth Day: Thursday, June 1, 2017 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 193-52-35-30—27%W, 61%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
RED ALERT didn’t show much on debut in Louisville, but the chestnut colt 
gets wheeled back off two weeks rest by trainer Steve Asmussen and will 
drop in for a $40,000 tag against a soft field in this spot. Justin Phillip colt 
was the recipient of a wide trip between rivals in the debut run and figured 
to get a lot of seasoning out of the effort, and the winner of that heat was a 
heavily-favored Uncle Mo first-timer trained by Mark Casse that broke 
horribly and just got up in the shadow of the wire. He has plenty of upside 
making just his second career start; choice on the drop. E NINE sports a 
couple of sharp recent public works in Lexington, including a : 47 2/5 
“bullet” move from the gate at Keeneland on May 20th. Sire Overdriven (by 
Tale of the Cat) won the Sanford Stakes (G2) at Saratoga as a two-year-old 
and has the stakes winner Arm Runner, who recently won the Desert Code 
Stakes sprinting on the downhill turf course at Santa Anita. There are a 
couple of gaps in the work tab, but he demands your attention in the 
paddock and post parade; capable at first-asking against a light bunch. The 
lone filly BANGLE bumped her stablemate Shivoo at the start on debut in 
Aqueduct, where she staked a slow pace and was bankrupt in the stretch 
drive. It’s worth noting that Shivoo was beaten seven lengths and change 
as the heavy favorite on the drop in a four-horse field in Monday’s first 
race. Well-bred Giant’s Causeway filly gets in light with the bug boy Rayan 
Gazader named for the assignment, gets first-time Lasix and drops in for a 
tag for the first time, but she may want more ground and turf. “Bullet” :36 
2/5 breeze on May 23rd noted; more interested as the price increases. 
COUNTRTY CRUS relinquished a clear lead in his career debut going four 
and a half furlongs over a “muddy”, sealed strip at Belterra Park 11 days 
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ago but the gray son of Country Day (by Speightstown) will be tighter this 
time around making the second start of his career and will be prominent 
early in this five and a half-furlong sprint. He exits a pretty slow heat (4.5F 
in :54 2/5), however, and the filly BANGLE has a comparable early lick; tab 
for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-4-3 
 
 
RACE TWO    
The bay Flatter gelding TURN BACK TIME is a deserved 2-1 morning line 
favorite in this spot and looks like a solid play in the second half of the 
early double, a six and a half-furlong sprint for open $5K claimers on the 
main track. Five-year-old was surging late but was on the wrong end of a 
blanket finish in his last start versus a tougher field of $5,000 types to be 
beaten a neck by the dead-game Ship Disturber. He ran well for a dime 
three starts back in Hot Springs, where he was two lengths and change 
behind a next-out winner, and he’s a neck shy of winning his past two 
starts on this class level; major player. LOVE YOUR HUMOR ran well off the 
shelf in his last start at Churchill 18 days ago for trainer Michael Porter, as 
the son of Sharp Humor rallied from well off the pace while six-wide and 
was only beaten two lengths and change by Tiree, who came out of that 
race to run second versus $5,000 starter allowance company in the third 
race at Churchill on Sunday. He figures to move forward in his second start 
off a layoff and gets the services of Calvin Borel, on the rail; contender. The 
veteran campaigner and 13-time winner AZEG is a tick cheap for this crew, 
but he comes into this heat riding a two-race winning streak—the most 
recent of which on a synthetic surface at Arlington 12 days ago. Versatile 
son of Eddington can handle any surface but is at his best over a “fast” 
main track, therefore he should appreciate the surface change, but he 
creeps out of conditioned $4,000 claiming company and hasn’t been a 
factor in his past two outings against open $5K types; on the fringes. 
SHOTENOUGH TO POP will make his first start for trainer Billy Connelly in 
this affair, is capable of running a winning race fresh and will appreciate 
turning back in distance to this six and a half-furlong sprint. The early 
pace figures to be honest enough to set up his late kick and the step up to 
open claiming company and his lackluster recent form will only enhance 
his odds (15-1 morning line); using in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-1-3-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The homebred TOSHA TALIFERO ran like she needed her last start off a 
three-month plus layoff, as she carved out a quick pace of :22 2/5 and :45 
4/5 before fading in the stretch against open $25K stock in Louisville 19 
days ago. She’s the controlling speed of the race on paper—especially 
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getting in light with the seven-pound apprentice Rayan Gazader named for 
the assignment—as she’s a tick faster on paper than RUN AWAY’S SIS and 
she put that rival away early two starts back when she dead-heated for the 
win for a quarter at Oaklawn in a six-furlong heat that was clocked in a 
quick 1:10 3/5. All four of her lifetime wins have been at this six and a half-
furlong trip on he main track, and she will be tighter this time; major 
player on the drop. DELUSIONAL K K gamely beat a next-out winner by a 
head the last time she was seen facing open claiming company and while 
that was for a dime at Keeneland, this chestnut mare has been competitive 
against $16K starter allowance types in the recent past and has never 
been off the board at Churchill Downs. I like the slight turn back in 
distance, and trainer Michelle Lovell has made the most of limited 
opportunities thus far in 2017; contender. HOT YANKEE faced an honest 
mare in Dustem Carolina in her last start against similar competition, and 
her chances were compromised in that heat, as she made a move stalking 
the pace, was all dressed up with nowhere to go, then was one-paced in the 
lane. Louisiana-bred owns a win versus open company, was a good third 
two starts back facing $17,500 types in the mud, and she has a versatile 
running style. She has placed in an impressive 15-of-19 starts lifetime over 
a “fast” strip; threat with a clean trip. RUN AWAY’S SIS has faltered in her 
past three starts off the shelf and returns to the races off a near two-month 
hiatus in this spot for trainer Chris Richard. She did win her only prior 
start under Twin Spires, but she steps up in class from conditioned to open 
claiming company and was well-beaten by the top choice three starts back 
in Arkansas; seems destined for a minor placing.  
 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-4-3 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
WEST VILLAGE takes a solid drop in class from open $50,000 claiming 
company into this $30,000 “non-winners of three races lifetime” heat in 
this affair, and the bay son of Lemon Drop Kid has affinity for Churchill 
Downs, having won two-of-three lifetime starts under the Twin Spires. He’s 
likely to move forward in the third start of his current for cycle, he has 
shown minor improvement of late with blinkers, and he split a field of 10 
tougher rivals in his last start when turning back to this mile trip on the 
weeds, where he was in the six-path at the quarter-pole and was only 
beaten three lengths for all the money; rates top billing. BINGO KITTEN 
has been the beaten favorite in three of his past five starts, but he was 
making up ground late in his last race facing similar company, where he 
finished a length and change behind stablemate Mambo At the Gym, and 
that rival came back to be third, beaten a length for the win against $16K 
starter allowance company at Churchill on May 28th, and his chances were 
compromised in that heat as he got pinned in and bottled up in the final 
sixteenth of a mile. He’s another that has a license to improve in his third 
start of a layoff; contender. STAR CROSS has solid turf form having been 
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first-or-second in four-of-seven lifetime outings on grass, and he will get a 
ground-saving trip on the hedge from his inside post draw. He steps up in 
class to the “non-winners of three lifetime” claiming condition but will be 
tighter making his second start off a near two-month layoff, and he is siting 
on a sharp five-eighths “bullet” breeze in 1:00 1/5 over a “sloppy” surface 
at Churchill on May 25th. He may want a little longer trip than eight-
furlongs, but he does own a past win going seven and a half panels on the 
lawn; threat. I’M READY TO ROLL has caught “good” turf courses in his 
past two starts, prefers “firm” terrain, and he probably needed his last race 
off a five-month layoff for trainer Helen Pitts. He uncorked a late rally to 
win his last start on the Matt Winn Course facing $30K “two lifetime” 
adversaries in Louisville last fall and will tighter this go-around; best effort 
yields a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-2-1-4  
 
RACE FIVE 
The $135,000 Quality Road colt OFF ROAD has faced some salty maiden 
allowance company in the past hooking the likes of Multiplier, Girvin and 
Excitations, and he returns to the races off a brief freshening and turns 
back in distance for the Asmussen barn. He went to the sidelines flat and 
his best effort to date has been around two-turns, but he ran a deceptively 
good race on debut at this six-furlong trip, as he got shuffled back in a 
“live” heat that went in 1:10 1/5 and he was only a nose off third. He has a 
consistent, gap-free public work tab during his time away from the races 
and will make his first start for a tag; choice. MISTAKE PRESENT is a 
$335,000 Kitten’s Joy colt out of a Storm Cat mare that hasn’t hit the 
board from three prior outings, but he faced eventual stakes winners 
Yoshida and Cowboy Culture, respectively, in his first two starts on turf 
then set a quick pace and quit at a one-turn mile trip when wearing 
blinkers in his dirt debut on May 14th. He’ll creep into the maiden claiming 
ranks for the first time, will turn back in distance to a six-panel sprint, and 
he has an license for improvement in the third start of his current form 
cycle; some things to like. GENTLEMAN RICHIE has improved of late when 
the blinkers went back on four starts back, and he has finished in the 
money in four-of-six starts off the claim for trainer Steve Manley. He has a 
penchant for minor awards having finished second-or-third in eight-of-11 
lifetime starts, but he has a versatile running style and is sitting on a 
“bullet” half-mile move over a synthetic surface at Arlington in :47 flat on 
May 26th; threat. NICHOLAS AND ME is a first-time starter by the top 
young sire Union Rags out of a Giant’s Causeway mare that fetched 
$75,000 as a yearling, but he is the recipient of a poor post draw getting 
the one-hole for his debut run. Bay colt has an extensive public work tab 
that has a couple of gaps, but he has been training forwardly of late; 
demands your attention in the paddock and post parade. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-6-4-1 
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RACE SIX 
HOLD ME BLACK is a fleet-of-foot son of Hold Me Back that will appreciate 
returning to the main track, as he was bumped around at the start in his 
last race, was forced to come from off the pace and had no late kick on turf. 
He has finished in the money in all five of his past starts over a “fast” main 
track, but he’s a need-the-lead type that while a tick quicker on paper, may 
have to deal with NICKY NUMBERS and THE GIPPER from the opening 
bell. He has faced honest maiden allowance company in the past, improved 
when dropping into the claiming ranks to get his confidence back, and he 
seems well spotted in the $50K starter allowance affair. He gets in light 
with the seven-pound apprentice in the boot; choice, gate-to-wire. The 
Louisiana-bred DEADLY RULER has never missed the exacta from five 
prior starts, and the son of Roman Ruler broke his maiden impressively by 
open lengths when he dropped into open maiden claiming company, 
stalked a hot pace and drew off in the lane for trainer Greg Foley, whose 
outfit is winning at a high-percentage at the tilt. He’ll try winners for the 
first time but has run well in his only starts in the past when he hasn’t 
encountered some kind of trouble. He’ll factor with a clean trip; contender. 
SIR DOUGLAS has improved in a pair of starts for trainer Ron Moquett, 
and he exits an incredibly fast heat that went in 1:07 4/5 for maiden $50K 
claimers, a couple of ticks off the three-year-best time for three-quarters of 
a mile at Churchill. Throw out his past turf races—a surface he doesn’t 
seem to care for—and his form looks a lot better; threat in his third start off 
the shelf. BECAUSE IT’S TIME has faced a pair of next-out winners in two 
of his past three starts, and he woke up when dropping in for a quarter and 
turning back in distance in his last start, where he used a mid-pack 
stalking trip to his advantage and won by open lengths in a heat that went 
in 1:10 2/5. He’ll make his first start off the claim while stepping up in 
class and taking his first crack at winners in this spot; tab or a minor 
award.  
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-6-3 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The lightly-raced Gio Ponti gelding PONTIFICAL broke his maiden on debut 
sprinting on the grass in New Orleans then validated that effort with a 
good try in his first start against winners—generally the sign of a nice 
horse. He fetched $180K as a yearling, is bred to love the stretch out 
around two-turns, and he gets first-time Lasix in this spot for trainer Paul 
McGee. He’ll be much tighter in his second start off an extended layoff and 
should get a decent trip stalking SEA ROVER and possibly ZAMBIAN; 
choice. DERBY CHAMPAGNE lacked a winning bid in the stretch in his last 
turf start, where he finished a head behind fellow entrant DAWN RAIDER, 
but he hooked a nice horse in Speight Swiftly in that heat and has never 
been off the board on the Matt Winn Turf Course. He’ll get a ground-saving, 
stalking trip from his inside post draw, has a touch of tactical speed and 
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won his only prior start at this mile and a sixteenth trip on the grass; lots 
to like. DAWN RAIDER out-finished DERBY CHAMPAGNE in his last start 
at Churchill 29 days ago, and the chestnut son of Scat Daddy has never put 
forth a poor effort on the weeds. His form has improved while stepping up 
in class since trainer Buff Bradley took the blinkers off two starts back and 
his form looks even better when one considers he was six-wide at the 
quarter-pole in his last start and was bumped around at the break in the 
two previous efforts. He’s 6-1 on the morning line; overlay material. 
ZAMBIAN returns to the races off a six-month plus layoff for trainer 
Darrin Miller, but he’s capable of running a winning race fresh and has 
finished in the money in six-of-seven lifetime outings on the lawn. Versatile 
sort is capable of winning on the front-end or from off the pace, and he was 
on the wrong end of a win photo after doing all the heavy lifting in a tough 
beat when he was last seen on the Matt Winn Course last fall; fires fresh. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-1-2-7 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The bay Uncle Mo gelding MO BOURBON hasn’t been seen at the races in 
nearly 10-months and takes a marked class drop from maiden allowance 
company at Saratoga last summer into this $20,000 maiden claiming 
affair this evening, typically not a great sign. Positives include his sharp 
public work tab during his time away from the races, and there are no 
world-beaters in this heat. He attracts the services of Corey Lanerie; 
playable on the drop. SAFE PASSAGE has been competitive in his past two 
starts on this class level, and the tactical speedster sports solid past one-
turn form. If you draw line through all of his past starts around two-turns, 
he’s easier to get excited about; contender. TOUGH STUFF drops in class 
from maiden $50K company and will get blinkers for the first time for the 
high-percentage Brad Cox barn, and he came out of his race at Churchill on 
May 4th to fire a “bullet” :46 4/5 half-mile move at Indiana Grand five days 
ago. He only beat two horses on debut, but was bumped and bothered at the 
start in that affair; improvement expected. UNO MAS BRANDY has 
endured troubled trips in two of his three lifetime starts, he improved 
when dropping down to face $30K maiden claiming company in his last 
outing for trainer Chris Hartman, and this chestnut colt continues to creep 
down in class in this affair. He exits a quick race that went in 1:10 2/5, but 
I would like to have seen him breeze back off the May 3rd effort. He’s an 
overlay at 6-1 on the morning line, however; threat. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-10-3     
 
 


