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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Twenty-Seventh Day: Sunday, June 11, 2017 
Post Time: 12:45 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 258-72-46-41—28%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The bay gelding ENCHANTERA has been sharp in a pair of starts since 
returning from a brief freshening back in late April for trainer Vickie 
Foley, and I like how this son of First Defence retained good form while 
stepping up to this $50K starter allowance class level in his last race at 
Churchill 17 days ago. He has never missed the exacta at this seven-panel 
trip on the main track, and he figures to get a nice forwardly placed trip 
pressing the free wheeling speedster MAIN ROAD; rates top billing. 
PHILOCTETES slides into $50K starter allowance company out of the 
entry-level allowance ranks, where he did all the heavy lifting on the front 
end in his last start and was a game second, beaten a length for the money 
in a seven-furlong heat that went in an honest 1:23 2/5. Gelded son of A.P. 
Warrior was only three lengths and change off the nice horse Tom’s d’Etat, 
who won yesterday’s ninth race—a $62,500 optional claiming/second-tier 
allowance heat—by two lengths and change as the even-money favorite. 
The only concern is he’s kind of a “need the lead” type, and MAIN ROAD 
has a quicker early lick on paper. He’s been hooking tougher foes of late, 
however; contender. MAIN ROAD—a $350,000 Quality Road gelding out of 
a stakes winning Fit to Fight mare—is a half-brother to the turf graded 
stakes winner Upgrade and is one fast fellow. He’s the “speed of the speed” 
in this heat, as no other entrant is capable of laying down :21 and change, 
:45 and change splits early and hanging around late. He’ll take his first 
crack at winners in this spot, but he’ll break running, gets an 
advantageous post draw coming out of the partial chute, and may be tough 
to collar if he can get away with a :46 and a few ticks half-mile split; threat 
on the front-end. CATANOVA is riding a two-race winning streak coming 
into this heat for trainer Mike Tomlinson, whose outfit is winning at a 
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sharp 32 percent strike rate at the tilt. He steps up in class but won like a 
good thing on the rise in his last start, and he has been first-or-second in 
four-of-six starts lifetime at this sometimes tricky seven-panel distance on 
dirt; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-6-3 
 
 
RACE TWO 
RED HOT CHILE looks like a solid play in the second half of the early 
double—a maiden allowance affair for three-year-olds and up to be 
contested at a five-eighths trip on the Matt Winn Turf Course. The chestnut 
son of Leroidesanimaux (Brz) is one of two entrants in the field that has 
prior experience sprinting on the grass (IT IS DEJAVU is the other), and 
he was a honest third of nine in his turf debut 18 days ago at Indiana 
Grand, where he pressed a quick pace and tired in the races’ final stages. 
He hooked a pair of next-out winners in his debut run at Keeneland in a 
heat that went in a snappy 1:10 2/5, and he has plenty of upside making 
just his third career start. He attracts the services of Corey Lanerie; 
choice. TIZ TOO MUCH is an $80,000 son of Tiz Wonderful out of an Indian 
Charlie mare that will make his first start for Randy Morse, whose outfit is 
more than capable of getting one ready to run right out the box and does 
its’ best work with sprinters. He has four published gate works; can pop on 
debut at a square price. IT IS DEJAVU returns to the races off a brief 
freshening but went to the sidelines flat, though he did get shuffled back 
from the four and a half-furlong pole to the seven-sixteenth pole in his last 
start, and he faced an honest turf sprinter in Kiss the Toad in his career 
debut at Fair Grounds last December. He returns to the races as a gelding 
and is sitting on a sharp :47 1/5 breeze under the Twin Spires on May 26; 
improvement expected. INDY HILL tends to break running then backs up 
in the lane, but he turns back in distance in this spot and will try sprinting 
on the weeds for the first time for Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas. 
Well-bred English Channel colt hooked eventual stakes winners Arklow 
and Cowboy Culture in the maiden allowance ranks, but he has been beaten 
by double-digit length totals in his past five starts; his experience is his 
greatest asset. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-7-8-5 
 
 
RACE THREE 
SHARM will make his second start off the claim for the Asmussen barn in 
this spot, and the chestnut son of Majestic Warrior overcame a rough trip 
in his last start to finish with good energy, where he was beaten by a length 
and change facing similar stock in Louisville back in early May. Gelded son 
of majestic Warrior has shown mild improvement with blinkers, and I like 
his gritty effort on the rise in his last race and that he’s turning back a 
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eighth of a mile in this spot; gets the nod. GREELY IS BACK has a penchant 
for minor awards but is a fairly honest horse that generally runs his race 
and picks up a paycheck. Dark bay homebred drops into conditioned $16K 
“three-lifetime” company in this affair off four outings against $7,500-
$10,000 starter allowance types in Hot Springs over the winter, and he 
hasn’t missed the trifecta in his past four starts when he has been offered 
up for a tag, the most recent of which was against $30K types at Churchill 
last fall, where he was a good third at 18-1. He always provides value at the 
windows; lots to like. WICKED WINK didn’t show much in his first start off 
the claim on the step up to allowance company for trainer J. R. Caldwell, as 
the bay colt beat one horse and was getting-out the backstretch. He won his 
last start when turning back in distance from a mile to a six-furlong trip, 
albeit against “non-winners of two lifetime types”, however that heat went 
in a quick 1:10 2/5, especially fast considering the class level, and he beat a 
next-out winner by a nose on the square; contends on the drop. TWENTY 
GAUGE has strung several good efforts together thus far in 2017, having 
finished in the money in five-of-six starts this year after going zero-for-10 
in 2016. Five-year-old has tired on the front-end in his past three outings 
since stepping up from the $7,500 ranks back in April at Keeneland, but 
he’s at is best in six-furlong sprints and has finished in the money in five of 
his past six races. He gets in light with the five-pound “bug boy” Rogelio 
Miranda named for the assignment; useful in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-3-4 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
Trainer Neil Howard, whose barn sent out the impressive first-time starter 
Diamonds At Dawn ($16.60) to win yesterday’s nightcap, has a nice filly 
on his hands in STONETACULAR, a well-bred gray daughter of 
Speightstown out of a stakes-winning Malibu Moon mare that is a length 
and three-quarters from being a perfect four-for-four lifetime. She aired 
buy four lengths in wire-to-wire fashion in the slop on Oaks Day, but she’s 
tractable enough to rate and while she steps up two “two other than” 
allowance company for the first time, she ran well in her first start against 
winners three starts back and takes the next natural progression in class 
in this spot. She’s two-for-two under the Twin Spires; major player. BLUE 
PRIZE (ARG) is an Argentine import that will make her North American 
debut off a near eight-month layoff, but trainer Ignacio Correas sent out 
the South American raider Dona Bruja (Arg), who annexed yesterday’s Old 
Forster Mint Julep Handicap (G3T) and paid $13.20 to win, a filly that was 
also returning to the races off a lengthy hiatus. Chestnut Pure Prize filly 
has never run a bad race in her career, as she’s less than a length from 
being a perfect four-for-four lifetime, and she won a Group 1 stakes race 
the last time she was seen at the races in October 2016. Her :47 2/5 half-
mile breeze at Keeneland five-days ago says she’s on her toes, and she will 
run with Lasix for the first time in this spot; major player. MINER’S CAT 
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has improved in each start in 2017 since returning to the races off a 
lengthy layoff back in April, where she was fifth of nine but was only 
beaten a length and change by a pair of next-out winners in a blanket 
finish. The daughter of Mineshaft has a license to improve making the 
third start of her current form cycle; contender. MOTOWN LADY hasn’t 
tried the dirt for a while, but she does have a money finish over a “fast” 
strip to her credit in the past, and she has faced a couple of tough 
customers on turf in her last two starts as Sassy Little Lila is a stakes 
winner and Antonoe won yesterday’s Just A Game (G1T) at Belmont in 
impressive fashion. The high-percentage Bret Calhoun barn fares well with 
horses moving from the grass to the main track; using in exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-6-1 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The seven-year-old veteran TARPY’S SURPRISE has been sharp on this 
class level in his past two starts off a lengthy layoff for trainer Dale 
Romans, and he will appreciate stretching out to a distance at which he has 
all four of his lifetime wins. He should get a great trip stalking MORNING 
BUZZ—who beat him a dirty neck on the square in his last race at 50-cents 
on the dollar—and the free-wheeling NITE OF THE HUNTER. Son of Into 
Mischief has room for further improvement making his third start off the 
shelf, and he’s a consistent horse that has placed in 15-of-21 lifetime 
outings; choice. SALSA’S RETURN may have needed his last start off a 
short layoff, he’s a better horse on dirt, and will return to the main track in 
this spot. His lone win of 2017 was against $32K “non-winners of three-
races in a year” types at Fair Grounds back in January, but the Maggi 
Moss/Tom Amoss combo thought enough of this guy to re-claim him for 
more than they lost him for last December. He was only beaten five lengths 
and change in a $100K stakes race at Sam Houston against a tough crew, 
and he’ll be tighter in his second start off the shelf; formidable. MORNING 
BUZZ has proven to be a useful claim for trainer Steve Asmussen, as the 
bay son of Congrats has never been off the board for his new connections 
and gamely beat a similar bunch of open quarter types 15 days ago in 
Louisville. He should get a great trip pressing the likely pacesetter NITE OF 
THE HUNTER; contender. NITE OF THE HUNTER broke running and wired 
a field of open $16,000 claiming rivals in his last start under the Twin 
Spires 17 days ago, and he will make his first start on the rise off the claim 
for trainer Steve Margolis in this spot. Bay son of Temple City will have to 
deal with MORNING BUZZ from the opening bell but does have a license to 
improve making the third start of his current form cycle. He’s 12-1 on the 
morning line and will be tough to run down again if he’s able shake clear 
early; cannot eliminate with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-5-7-8 
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RACE SIX 
HUNTIN BUDDY broke inward and was bothered at the start on debut in 
Louisville 13 days ago, but the bay son of Invasor (Arg) ran a big race at 
43-1 against a deep maiden allowance crew, splitting a field of 12 to be 
beaten a mere four and a half lengths for all the money. Three-year-old colt 
is out of a Chenin Blanc mare and is bred to handle the surface change to 
grass and to relish the stretch out around two-turns. He gets wheeled back 
off short rest, has plenty of upside making just his second career start, and 
he should be more in touch with the early pace stretching out around two-
turns for the first time. He’s a healthy 8-1 on the morning line; “live” 
longshot. MAKEAMERICAGREAT has never put forth a poor effort from 
four prior starts for trainer Charlie Lopresti, and this well-bred son of 
Street Cry (Ire) was only three-parts of a length off eventual stakes winner 
Cowboy Culture three starts back and has kept honest maiden allowance 
company throughout his career to date. He’ll get blinkers for the first time 
and has a bit of tactical speed; contender. BOYD CROWDER is a first-time 
starter that hails from the hot barn of Brendan Walsh, an outfit that is 
winning at an eye-catching 41 percent clip at the tilt and sent out the first-
time starter Paola to finish second at 5-1 in yesterday’s nightcap. Not For 
Love colt has a dirt sprint-oriented pedigree, but has a couple of “bullet” 
works at Keeneland on his public tab and it’s difficult to ignore anything 
this barn leads over currently at the meet; demands your attention in the 
paddock and post parade. ROLLIN SMOKE’s best effort to date was at this 
mile and a sixteenth trip on the lawn, and this bay son of Lentenor will 
likely improve making his third start off a layoff in this spot. I like the fact 
that Corey Lanerie sticks with him, and this fellow was only two lengths 
and change off a next-out winner in his last race; don’t ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-3-2-1a 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
SHUT THE BOX ran like he needed his last start off a near six-month layoff, 
he will be tighter this time around, and he drops in class off his past four 
starts for trainer Chris Richard. Gelded son of Hard Spun’s best form in the 
past has been with blinkers, and the hood goes back on this afternoon. He’s 
a better horse on dirt, and he has won both his starts outside of maiden 
allowance or allowance company. He has been facing tougher rivals—Forge 
Ahead Frankie, Ballagh Rocks, Zambian, Go Navy Go, Blame Angel— since 
last summer; rates top billing. DUNK A DIN just missed the win in his first 
start off the claim for trainer Wayne Catalano, and the conditioner wheels 
his charge right back off 16 days rest to face similar stock. Four-year-old 
son of Dunkirk has finished in the money in three-of-four lifetime starts 
under the Twin Spires, and he has been sharp thus far in 2017, nailing 
down the exacta in four-of-six outings this year; contender. CUTACORNER 
woke up on the drop in his last start for Hall of Fame trainer Jack Van 
Berg, and this fellow is another that gets wheeled back off short rest to 
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tackle the same class level. Gray son of Even The Score was ambitiously 
spotted throughout his three-year-old campaign and has been there on the 
line in his past two starts against conditioned claiming stock; foolish to 
slight his chances. WILDWOOD DANCER hasn’t had his picture taken since 
last September, but trainer Al Stall, Jr. takes the blinkers off in this spot 
hoping for some form reversal. Dark bay gelding has a license to improve 
making the third start of his current form cycle, and he set a rapid pace of 
:21 2/5, :44 4/5, and :57 flat in his last start and still hung around to be 
second of seven in a heat that went in a blazing 1:09 3/5, especially 
considering the class level. He was competitive against open $32,000 
rivals at Fair Grounds three starts back; threat. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-2-6-3 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The four-year-old filly LADY CONSTANCE exits a “live” heat where she 
hooked two next-out winners including the promising filly Ivy Bell. 
Daughter of Bellamy Road will be tighter in her second start of a two-
month layoff for trainer Dale Romans and while her lifetime numbers at 
Churchill and at this seven-eighths trip on the main track don’t inspire 
much confidence, she has never been in this cheap and makes her first 
start for a tag in this spot; choice. WARRIORESS hasn’t been seen at the 
races since December, but she’s a fleet-of-foot filly that will make her first 
start off the claim for trainer Michelle Lovell, who has made the most of 
limited opportunities this year. The top choice has a comparable early lick, 
but she’s a tick faster on paper and coms into this heat fresh. She returns 
to her preferred surface—dirt—in this spot, and she lost her action when 
she jumped tire tracks at the five and a half-furlong marker in her last 
start; turf-to-dirt angle very playable. HOLIDAY’S ANGEL is a better filly 
on the main track and will return to the dirt today, but she turns back in 
distance in this spot after hitting her best stride too late in her last race at 
Churchill on the grass at an eight-furlong trip. Her form against winners 
has been suspect, but she does get slammed down in class from open $50K 
claiming company into this $30K “non-winners of two races lifetime” affair 
for the high-percentage Brad Cox barn. Blinkers-on noted; contender. 
PRETTY GREELEY is a late-running sprinter that acts as if seven-panels 
will be within her scope, and the gray filly drops in class off her past four 
starts for trainer Gary Thomas. She’s capable of running a winning race 
fresh; fires in the lane to fill out exotic wagers. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-3-5 
 
 
RACE NINE 
DURANGO DAN is a well-bred son of Giant’s Causeway that has never run a 
bad race on the grass and will make his first start off the claim for trainer 
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Tom Amoss, whose outfit wins at a high-percentage in this type of 
situation. Dark bay colt “cat-hopped” as part of a 50-cent on the dollar 
entry on opening night over a “good” Matt Winn Turf Course, and this guy 
hooked a “live” entry-level allowance field two starts back at Keeneland 
and was only beaten two and three-quarter lengths for the win; major 
player. NICE NOT NICE is a short neck off being unbeaten on turf and while 
both those efforts were against lesser stock, the bay son of Twirling Candy 
has been improving of late while stepping up in class, and he was only a 
half-length off the win in his last start at Churchill three weeks ago facing 
similar stock over a “wet-fast” strip; looks “live” on the surface change. 
TIZK TIZK has finished in the money in four-of-six lifetime starts for 
trainer Joan Scott and ran well in his last start on the weeds at Tampa Bay 
Downs off a layoff, where he was third of nine, beaten two lengths and 
change for all the money. Son of Tizway has enough tactical speed to 
overcome his wide post draw, and I like how he rated and finished when 
stretching out around two-turns for the fist time after showing an early 
lick in sprints; threat. ROCKY TOUGH is a dyed-in-the-wool closer that can 
typically be counted on to fire from off the pace to pick up a share of the 
purse money, and the gray is another that has held on to honest form 
lately while stepping up in class. The pace figures to legitimate, as GORSE, 
SPARTY BOY and TIZK TIZK all want to be on or near the early lead; comes 
running in the stretch drive.  
 
SELECTIONS: 9-7-8-3 
 
 
RACE TEN 
KID PERFECT’s form has logically improved since he dropped into maiden 
claiming company and started to get Lasix on a regular basis, and this bay 
son of Majesticperfection has a license to improve in his third start off the 
shelf for trainer Kenny McPeek. I like the rider change from the “bug boy” 
to the journeyman, and this guy overcame a rough trip two starts back to 
finish a half-length off a next-out winner facing similar company. He was 
only beaten two lengths and change for $50K tag three starts back at 
Belmont; choice. FACTION CAT loves place money, as the chestnut son of 
Wildcat Heir has finished second in 50 percent of his lifetime starts for 
trainer Jordan Blair, whose outfit is hitting at a solid 22 percent strike 
rate year to date. The class drop from the $75K maiden claiming ranks 
may be enough to get him home in front; contender. HARDLY A SECRET 
hooked a useful horse in Hold Me Black in his last two races, and he will 
run as a gelding for the first time in this heat. Dark bay son of Creative 
Cause is another on the drop looking for form reversal, and trainer Grant 
Forster had made the most out of limited opportunities at the tilt; contends 
on the drop. PRIVATE PARTY will make his second start off the claim for 
trainer Chris Hartman while making his second start off a brief layoff on 
the drop. Well-bred chestnut son of Mineshaft attracts the services of 
Corey Lanerie and while he has never hit the board, the best hop is the 
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drop, as the old racetrack adage goes; tighter this time. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-11-5-12     


