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THE GREEN SHEET 
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John M. Gaver III 
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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Twenty-Eighth Day: Thursday, June 15, 2017 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 268-73-49-43—27%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
I’m drawing a line through RIPPIN RANGER’s past three starts—all facing 
tougher rivals—as his last outing at Arlington was on Polytrack, the 
penultimate effort was on a “good” turf course and the start three back in 
Hot Springs was over a “good” main track at a one-mile trip. I like that the 
bay turns back in distance this evening and while the cut-back will take a 
bit of the sting out of his early lick, he has shown a touch of speed in the 
past in sprints and this is a heat devoid of front-runners. He gets an 
aggressive gate rider in Didiel Osorio and takes a two pronged class drop; 
choice, gate-to-wire. BARRY’S SWING had to drop in for a dime to get his 
picture taken, but he did it in impressive fashion, showing a nice turn of 
foot from off the pace and drawing off to win by four lengths and change. 
He’ll face winners for the first time but will take the natural progression up 
the class ladder in for $8K against “non-winners of two lifetime” foes. He 
likes Churchill Downs and was competitive against maiden $50K types at 
Keeneland and Gulfstream, respectively, in the not too distant past; 
contender. MIDNIGHT’S FANTASY takes a double-dip drop in class looking 
for form reversal for trainer Chris Richard and although his form against 
winners is lackluster as best, he does have excurses in two of his past three 
starts. He broke inward and was bumped around in his last race and had to 
steady turning for home in the effort at Churchill on May 2, and he was 
out-classed by next-out winner Long Station three starts back at Oaklawn. 
The zero-for-seven lifetime record in Louisville is reason for concern, but 
there are no world-beaters in this spot; threat on the drop. CONQUEST 
HIOSILVER’s lone win from six prior starts was on a synthetic surface at 
Del Mar in the summer of 2014 and his form against winners has been 
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poor despite a steady descent in class. The positive is he has never been in 
this cheap and catches a soft field; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-6-2 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The gray MAKE NOISE ran a big race on debut for Hall of Fame conditioner 
Jack Van Berg at nearly 15-1, as the son of Graydar broke running, carved 
out a pace of : 22 3/5 and :46 flat before giving up a head decision to Mo 
Diddley, a well-regarded Uncle Mo colt trained by Mark Casse. He has 
plenty of upside making just his second career start, and I like that he has 
three works under his belt since the first race, including a five-panel move 
in 1:01 1/5 six days ago; choice. ORBATRON returns to the races off a brief 
freshening and his sire—Kentucky Derby (G1) winner Orb—was 
represented by his first winner when Earth won a five-furlong turf race at 
Gulfstream Park on June 11. Bay colt backed out of things when in he was 
in tight quarters and was forced to steady at the eighth-pole on debut at 
Keeneland, and that maiden allowance heat in Lexington was just of 
average quality. $100,000 Saratoga yearling purchase’s pedigree is two-
turn oriented, but he figured to garner a world of seasoning in his first 
start; improvement expected. ONEJUMP hooked a promising colt in Copper 
Bullet, who won for fun by eight lengths right out of the box in Louisville 
three weeks ago, but that heat went in a pedestrian :57 2/5 for five-panels. 
He was able to put in a bit of a move from off the pace while five-wide and 
just missed place money by a head, but the chestnut completed five panels 
in :59 2/5, a sharp time for a breeze, not a race. He’ll be tighter this go-
around but seems destined for a minor award. TEMEMON is the most 
experienced entrant in the field, and he was only a length and three-
quarters off ONEJUMP in his last start. He’s another that exits a very slow 
race, but the bay has a license to improve in the third start of his current 
form cycle and will get the services of Brian Hernandez, Jr. for the first 
time; comes running in the stretch drive. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-7-6 
 
 
RACE THREE 
BIG CHANGES hesitated at the start in his last race, was taken out of his 
forwardly placed game and never picked up his feet hooking a good field at 
Oaklawn Park including a next-out winner that aired by five lengths. He’s 
unproven at this nine-furlong trip on the weeds and is probably a better 
horse on dirt, but he has effective tactical speed and past turf form, 
including a length an a quarter score over eventual graded stakes winner 
Flatlined when he was last seen on the Matt Winn Turf Course last spring, 
and he was only two lengths off the win behind the useful turf router 
Watchyourownbobber in a $102K stakes at Indiana Grand last summer. He 
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should get a great trip stalking CHIP LEADER and ONE GO ALL GO and will 
save all the ground on the hedge; rates top billing. The homebred 
SURGICAL STRIKE has room to move forward in his third start off a layoff, 
and he will return to his preferred surface—turf—in this spot for trainer 
Ben Colebrook. Chestnut son of Red Giant had a wide trip and didn’t fire in 
his last race on the synthetic going at Arlington in a grade three stakes, 
and he was only beaten three lengths and change in a “live” heat that 
included eventual Louisville Handicap (G3T) winner Some in Tieme at 
Keeneland two starts back. He was all dressed up, had nowhere to go and 
lost all chance when he had to take up at the eighth-pole in Lexington and 
still ran on, finishing with interest. He’s a grade three stakes winner on 
grass; synthetic-to-turf angle playable. Queen’s Plate winner SIR DUDLEY 
DIGGES has never been worse than third outside of stakes company, has 
placed in 70 percent of his turf starts lifetime, and the dark bay son of Gio 
Ponti unleashed a nice move from off the pace to clear the “two other than 
condition” on Derby Day, besting a next-out winner by a half-length in the 
process. He creeps up in class off his past two starts but has a license to 
improve in his second race off the shelf, has a versatile running style, and 
nine-furlongs on he lawn seems to be right in his wheelhouse; contender. 
The well-bred CHIP LEADER returns to the races off a two-month plus 
hiatus, however the son of Giant’s Causeway has won three of his past four 
starts off the shelf outside of stakes company, and he sports a razor-sharp 
current work tab at Arlington for trainer Louie Roussel. He beat the top 
choice on the square two starts back in New Orleans, but he will have to 
deal with the front-running ONE GO ALL GO, who has a comparable early 
lick, from the opening bell; hangs around for a minor share with a top 
effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-3-4-2 
 
 
RACE FOUR          
DAK ATTACK fetched $625,000 as a yearling at Keeneland last 
September, and this bay son of Ghostzapper’s dam—Indian Spell (by Indian 
Charlie)—is the first foal out of champion Proud Spell, winner of the 
Alabama Stakes (G1) and Kentucky Oaks (G1), and is a stakes winner in 
her own right having annexed the 2013 Miss Woodford Stakes at 
Monmouth Park. Trainer Dale Romans can get one ready to pop on debut 
(the talented Ntestinalfortitude, albeit a three-year-old, nearly won his 
debut in the last race on Derby Day at boxcar odds), and this fellow has a 
couple of five-panel public breezes under his belt, including a 1:00 3/5 
move locally on June 4 which was followed up by a sharp :36 flat work out 
of the gate at Churchill four days ago. I’m a little concerned about the wide 
post draw and the fact that he doesn’t have a horse breaking to his outside, 
but he’s bred to be any kind; major player. The Winchell homebred TAP 
DADDY is a well-bred son of Scat Daddy that a half-brother to the stakes-
placed colt Total Tap, who broke his maiden last fall at Churchill in a mile 
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and a sixteenth turf heat in stylish fashion. His pedigree lends itself more 
to turf and route races, but trainer Steve Asmussen has unveiled some nice 
two-year-old stock at the meet, and his outfit is more than capable of 
getting one to fire right out of the box; contender. SPORTING CHANCE 
fetched $575,000 as a yearling and is out of a stakes winning daughter of 
Candy Ride (Arg), who amassed career earnings of $345,108. Dark bay 
son of Tiznow’s pedigree is more two-turn oriented, but he sports a sharp 
public work tab for Hall of Fame trainer D. Wayne Lukas, and his recent 
three-panel blowout four days ago in a “bullet” :34 2/5 should have him on 
his toes; demands your attention in the paddock and post parade. I’m not 
crazy about the one-hole for first-time starters, but TRUE LOYALTY sports 
a relatively gap-free public work tab since early April for the Chicago-based 
Jimmy DiVito outfit, and he has four five-eighths of a mile breezes in him 
including a “bullet” move from the gate over the synthetic going at 
Arlington in 1:00 4/5, which was followed up by a 1:00 2/5 move a week 
ago. He’ll be a good price on the tote board; lots to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-2-3-1 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The Tiznow filly TO BE FAMOUS figures to move forward in just her third 
career start, and the improving bay will drop in for a tag for the first time 
in this spot for trainer Murat Sancal, who has seen all three of his starters 
at the tilt finish in the money. She should get a good trip stalking 
anticipated pacesetter LADY SOUL, is a touch quicker on paper than the 
other early speed threat ON MY TOES, and will be stretching out around 
two-turns for the first time, which should enhance her early lick. She exits 
some quick races at Gulfstream, is bred to relish the stretch out in 
distance, and has a coupe of useful half-mile works in her under the Twin 
Spires since her last start in South Florida in mid-May. She attracts the 
services of Corey Lanerie; rates top billing. ON MY TOES woke up on the 
drop in her last start for trainer Donnie Von Hemel, and ran a brave race 
off a near three-month layoff, as she broke running, set a sensible pace and 
gave way late in the stretch drive. She has demonstrated improvement 
with blinkers and will be tighter in her second start off the sidelines. The 
wide post draw is a bit of an issue, but she figures to break running and 
should be able to secure a stalking position behind the top choice and LADY 
SOUL prior to the clubhouse turn; contender. CROWNED PRINCESS didn’t 
run a jump in her debut at Churchill 18 days ago, but she gets wheeled 
back off short rest, drops in for a tag and will try the dirt for the first time 
in this affair for trainer Neil Howard, whose horses have been running well 
of late at the meet. Bay daughter of Majestic Warrior out of an Arch mare is 
bred top and bottom to love the surface change to the main track, and she 
has plenty of upside making just her second career start. She’ll be tighter 
with a two-turn turf race under her belt, and the class drop from maiden 
allowance to $40K maiden claiming company certainly suits; contends on 
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the drop. LADY SOUL was one-paced on the drop in her last start but 
figured to need that effort off an extended layoff, and it didn’t help that she 
was fanned wide in the stretch drive. She will stretch out around two-turns 
for the first time, creeps down in class, and figures to set the early pace, as 
she is the quickest entrant in the field on paper from the opening bell. She 
gets some stamina in her bloodlines from her distaff side, as she’s out of a 
Mineshaft mare; hangs around for part with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-7-4-6 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The gray SILVERTONI’s form has been spotty since she returned from 
England last summer off a poor performance in the prestigious Coventry 
Stakes (Gr.2T) at Royal Ascot, but she was second in the Adirondack 
Stakes (G2) at Saratoga last August in her first start back stateside, and 
she figured to need her last race off a near nine-month layoff. Tapit filly out 
of a Johannesburg mare is bred to handle the grass, and I like that she will 
be relegated to a stalking position in this spot, as DEVIOUS RUMOR is the 
“speed of the speed” in this heat on paper, as she’s a filly that routinely 
lays down :21 and change :45 and change splits. She’ll be tighter this time 
around, I like the slight turn back in distance to this five-furlong trip on 
grass, and she’s a $100K stakes winner going five-panels on the dirt; 
choice. JUSTA LADY has improved in each outing since returning to the 
races from an extended layoff back in early April, and the daughter of 
More Than Ready was a good second versus similar stock at Churchill 28 
days ago, especially considering she hopped at the start and was five-wide 
at the quarter-pole. She has never been worse than second over the Matt 
Winn Turf Course and has effective tactical speed; contender. The Team 
Block homebred FORT MARSH has improved while stepping up in class 
sprinting on the weeds and if you throw out her first start, where she broke 
from the one-hole, was sent, bore out and quit, her form looks a lot more 
appealing. She was only a length and a quarter off of JUSTA LADY for 
second in her last start at Churchill, her first off a near seven-month layoff, 
and she will be much tighter this go-around in the second start of her 
current form cycle. She’s a front-running filly in a turf sprint loaded with 
early speed, but she clearly has some ability, as she won her first start 
against winners by open lengths; threat. FIESTA steps up to “two other 
than” allowance company in this spot, but the bay daughter o Speightstown 
has never put forth a poor effort sprinting on turf, and she was only beaten 
three-parts of a length in a blanket finish in her first start against winners 
two starts back while stepping out of the maiden $50K claiming ranks to 
entry-level allowance company. I’m a little concerned about the class hike 
off a 13-day, quick turnaround, but it’s hard to knock her turf form; can’t 
pitch her and feel good about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-7-5-2 
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RACE SEVEN 
The dark bay colt JERSEY STREET hasn’t had his picture taken in nearly a 
year, but I’m discounting his last race in a minor stakes at Presque Isle 
Downs—his first try over a synthetic Tapeta surface—and trainer Mike 
Tomlinson’s stock has been running well at the tilt, as his outfit is hitting at 
a healthy 32 percent win clip. He’s eligible for improvement making his 
third start off a layoff, likes Churchill Downs and possesses effective 
tactical speed; clears this “a other than” hurdle this evening. The Turkish-
bred SEVENTH SENSE (TUR) was third in his past two starts against 
allowance company, the most recent of which was at Churchill last fall, and 
he rightfully drops down in class in this spot off a pair of subpar efforts 
facing minor stakes company in South Florida. The lone win of his career 
came in a six-furlong sprint at Santa Anita last winter, and he turns back 
in distance off his past four starts in this spot. He was only beaten a length 
and change for all the money the last time he was seen in Louisville. 
Blinkers-off noted; contender. MEXICO MEMORIES is a fleet-of-foot Illinois-
bred that will be winging it from the opening bell, especially with blinkers-
on for the first time. Gelded son of Like Minded’s best efforts have been 
against state-bred rivals, but he was a game third at Keeneland two starts 
back at 28-1 after doing all the heavy-lifting on the front end in a six-
furlong heat that went in a snappy 1:10 1/5. If he repeats that effort here, 
he’ll be tough to handle, but the race shape from a pace perspective works 
against him, as there is plenty of early speed assembled in this spot; threat 
on the front-end nonetheless. EL VENUE has never run a bad race and is a 
secant three-parts of a length from being a perfect two-for-two lifetime, but 
he hasn’t been seen at the races in over a year. Well-bred Tale of the Cat 
colt exits some “live” maiden allowance heats and has been training 
forwardly in the A.M. for trainer Randy Morse, but he may be a start away 
from his best effort off the extended respite from racing; tab for a minor 
award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-7-3-5 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
CUDDLE KITTEN looks like a solid play to get her picture taken for the first 
time, as the well-bred daughter of Kitten’s Joy out of a Smart Strike mare 
has been the recipient of wide post draws in six of her eight previous starts 
and is more favorably drawn inside this evening. She broke flat-footed in 
her last start at Indiana Grand but was making up ground late to finish 
third behind a next-out winner and that was her first effort off two-month 
plus layoff. She will certainly be tighter this time around, and I like the 
rider change to Brian Hernandez, Jr.; rates top billing. DESERT POEM 
drew in off the also-eligible list and is in with a shot in the nightcap, “get 
out” race, as the bay daughter of Desert Party just missed the win when 
dropping in for a tag for the first time in her most recent start at Churchill 
19 days ago. She will be salty in this spot in her second start off the shelf; 
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contender. SEVENTH TEE broke on the bridle and set a pressured pace 
while being pinned down on the rail and rightfully tired in the stretch 
making just her first start right out of the box. Bay daughter of To Honor 
and Serve drops in for a tag for the first time for a new outfit and will 
stretch out around two-turns while attempting the turf for the first time 
looking for form reversal. She’s 8-1 on the morning line; improvement 
expected. ROCK SAPPHIRE, a Korean-bred daughter of Rock Hard Ten, 
drew a rough post for her career debut, but she has been training 
forwardly for Brendan Walsh, who has had a few first-time starters run 
well at the meet, and his outfit is hitting at a gaudy 40 percent strike rate 
to date in Louisville. She’s 10-1 on the morning line; demands your 
attention in the paddock and post parade.  
 
SELECTIONS: 2-11-7-1  
 


