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THE GREEN SHEET 
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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirty-Sixth Day: Wednesday, June 28, 2017 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 344-93-66-55—27%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
CINEMA DOLL didn’t show much on debut versus maiden allowance types 
at a four and a half-furlong trip that went in an honest :51 4/5 back on May 
19, but this daughter of first-crop sire Jimmy Creed figured to garner a lot 
of fitness and seasoning in her first start, and she drops in class to try 
$40K maiden claiming company in this heat for trainer Billy Connelly. I 
like that Brian Hernandez, Jr. stays put, and this chestnut miss has all 
kinds up upside making just her second career start; choice on the drop. 
Trainer Wesley Ward wheels IN THE MOOD right back to the races off short 
rest off an even fifth-place effort on debut in Louisville on June 9. She 
broke slow in that affair and was making up some ground late, thus she 
should appreciate the furlong stretch out this evening. She’s another that 
will make her first start for a tag in her second career start; contender. The 
first-time starter AILISH’S BUTTERCUP has a gap-free, solid local work tab 
since early May for trainer Brett Calhoun, whose barn has not only led 
over a winner on the past two programs in Louisville, but also wins at a 
solid clip with both juvenile stock and first-time starters. Her pedigree is 
more two-turn oriented, but there are no world-beaters in here; demands 
your attention in the paddock and post parade. ASHY TATY is a first-time 
starter by To Honor and Serve—a multiple graded stakes winner at two 
from eight-to-nine-furlongs—but she has a speed influence in her bloodlines 
via her distaff side of the family, as she is out of a Clever Trick mare. Bay 
filly hasn’t missed a beat in the A.M. for cagy conditioner Bernie Flint, has 
a couple of sharp three-furlong moves, and a pair of five-furlong breezes 
from the gate in preparation for her career debut; demands your attention 
in the paddock and post parade.  
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SELECTIONS: 9-3-5-8 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The five-year-old mare YOOOU DEN rallied into swift fractions and won her 
last start going away for a $7,500 tag, and she comes right back on the 
same class level in this spot for trainer Chris Richard. Daughter of Kiss the 
Kid turns back an eighth of a mile in this spot off four consecutive one-mile 
appearances and should get a decent pace in front of her to set up her late 
kick with ANGEL HAZE and DADDY’S MEMORY carving out a legitimate 
early pace. She has never missed the exacta under the Twin Spires; choice. 
DADDY’S MEMORY was the beaten even-money favorite against open 
$10,000 types in Indiana in her last start, but the daughter of the white 
hot sire Scat Daddy has been competitive on the $10K-$12,500 open 
claiming level at Indiana Grand and Oaklawn Park and takes a lateral class 
move in this affair. She’s an early pace presence along with ANGEL HAZE, 
but the wide post draw is an asset, not a detriment coming out of the 
partial chute, and this chestnut mare has finished in the money in 60 
percent of her lifetime starts lifetime in Louisville; contender. HOLD ME 
TIGHT has been facing much tougher rivals of late and takes a significant 
class drop from the open $25,000 claiming ranks into this $7,500 affair 
this evening. Daughter of Hold Be Back should get a dream trip stalking a 
pair of confirmed front-running types, has won two of her past three starts 
on the main track by open lengths, and sports solid lifetime numbers over 
“fast” racetracks; threat. LEARNING CURVE has solid form in 2017 having 
finished in the money in six-of-eight starts this year, primarily against 
conditioned claiming rivals in Hot Springs. Super Saver filly beat two 
horses when trying open $16K types in her first race off the claim for 
trainer Benjie Larue, who opts for a two-pronged class drop looking for 
form reversal for his charge. Seven-furlongs seems to be a shade beyond 
her scope, however; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-7-5-4 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The Temple City gelding NITE OF THE HUNTER is the “speed of the speed” 
in this affair and drops in class in his second start off the claim for trainer 
Steve Margolis, who haltered this fellow for $16,000 two starts back. Five-
year-old has a quicker early lick on paper than KAPELLMEISTER, and he 
won his last start on this class level by seven lengths. He has an affinity for 
the one-turn mile setup and turns back in distance off his last start, where 
he stalked a moderate pace and stopped in a two-turn heat facing open 
$25K types; improvement expected on the drop. ZANDER ZONE will 
return to his preferred surface—dirt—in this affair off a sixth-place effort 
on the grass at Indiana Grand in his first start off the claim for the Tom 
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Amoss barn and while he beat only two horses, he was only beaten three 
lengths and change for all the marbles facing tougher stock. Bay son of 
Flatter ran well in his past two attempts at this one-turn mile trip at 
Churchill last spring and summer facing grizzly $40K starter allowance 
types; turf-to-dirt angle very appealing. KAPPELLMEISTER is a well-bred 
gray son of Tapit that is well-spotted by trainer Brendan Walsh for his first 
crack at open claiming company, as she steps out of the $30K “non-
winners of three lifetime” ranks into this open $16,000 affair. Two of his 
three lifetime wins have been over a Tapeta synthetic surface at Presque 
Isle Downs, but he earned his first main track win in his last start when 
stretching out to this one-turn mile configuration and catching a “fast” 
strip. He has a license to improve in his third start off the sidelines; can’t 
pitch him and feel good about it. MOON GATE WARRIOR has struggled in 
the open claiming ranks, but this well-bred son of Bernardini drops down 
in class of his past four starts for trainer Donnie Von Hemel, he has a pair 
of previous wins under the Twin Spires to his credit, and 
KAPPELLMEISTER and NITE OF THE HUNTER should carve out a decent 
enough pace to set up his late kick; on the fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-3-1 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The gray ARRIVAL is an $800,000 son of Tapit and a half-brother to 
Breeder’s Cup Classic (G1) winner Bayern, whose distaff side of the family 
traces back to Helen Alexander’s blue-hen mare Courtly Dee (family of 
Althea, Festival of Light, Acoma and Arch, among others). Two-year-old 
sports a consistent, gap-free public work tab for trainer Mark Casse—
whose barn wins at a solid clip both with both first-time starters and 
juveniles—including some solid gate moves and a sharp five-furlong breeze 
on June 17 in 1:00 4/5. He’s bred top and bottom to be a runner; looks 
“live” right out of the box. HOLLYWOOD STAR is another expensive 
yearling purchase making his career debut, as this son of top sire Malibu 
Moon fetched $550,000 at Keeneland last September, and he’s out of the 
Wild Rush mare Hollywood Story, who won the Hollywood Starlet (G1) as a 
two-year-old. Trainer Dale Romans is in the hunt for all-time leading 
trainer honors at Churchill, trailing Billy Mott by just three races (701-
698), and this is his first of two starters on the card. I like the five-furlong 
move in 1:00 2/5 in Louisville on June 17; contends on debut. JUST LIKE 
RITCHIE has been crying out for more distance and the son of Divine Park 
is bred for and will relish the stretch out from four and a half-furlongs to 
this six-panel trip in this heat. He broke slow in his first two starts but 
made up some ground in the lane, and he was a respectable second of 
second of seven behind a daylight winner in his last start at Churchill 20 
days ago. Low-profile connections will add to his already tantalizing 8-1 
morning line, and he’s the lone entrant in the field with prior race 
experience—a huge advantage which he’ll need against this salty bunch; 
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don’t ignore. BLACK WATER is a well-bred son of Bodemeister that fetched 
$150,000 as a yearling at Keeneland last September and hails from the 
Steve Asmussen barn, an outfit that wins with first-time starters and 
excels with its juvenile stock. New York-bred colt is the recipient of an 
unfortunate wide post draw but has been training forwardly and sports a 
nice gate move at Keeneland on June 6 in :48 flat. He’s a half-brother to 
the stakes winner Broken Sword; threat in a contentious race. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-3-1-12 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
TOP TIARA woke up on the drop in her last start for trainer Greg Foley, 
whose outfit has enjoyed a good spring in Louisville, winning at a healthy 
21 percent strike rate meet to date. Homebred daughter of Archarcharch 
pressed a quick pace between rivals after breaking inward at the start in 
her last race—her first off a near three-month layoff—yet hung around to be 
second of 10 on the wire to be beaten three lengths and change for all the 
money. She’ll be much tighter this go-around and while there is plenty of 
early speed signed on in this heat, jockey Gabe Saez should be able to work 
out a pressing/stalking type of trip from the two-hole; choice right back for 
a dime. STORMFIELD is another entrant that found maiden $10,000 
claiming company to her liking, as this gray daughter of Exchange Rate 
rallied while five-wide at the quarter-pole to finish third of eight, beaten a 
scant length for all the dough when taking a double-dip class drop in her 
last start for trainer Buff Bradley. She’s at her best on dirt sprinting, and 
she a late running filly in a race loaded with speed—always a great angle; 
contender. JILL’S FIREBIRD hasn’t been seen at the races since last 
August at Ellis Park, where she was only beaten four lengths for the win 
against straight maidens in Henderson but shows up in this spot taking a 
hard class drop in for $10K off a near 10-month plus hiatus. Daughter of 
Birdstone will be salty if she’s right and has been training forwardly of late, 
but the slam down in class seems suspect off a respectable debut effort; 
figures for part, taking a stand against for top honors. ABBOCCATO has 
finished in the money in four-of-six lifetime starts, and I’m throwing out 
his last race—his first around two-turns—when he was served up by 34 
lengths and change, as he’s a much better horse sprinting and he drops in 
class to a level a which he has never been worse than second; he’s 4-1 on 
the morning line; overlay material. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-8-4-5 
 
 
RACE SIX 
ALL UP IN LIGHTS has improved in each outing since returning to the 
races off a 15-month plus layoff for trainer Dane Kobiskie, the chestnut son 
of Tiz Wonderful drops in class off his past two starts, and he has a license 
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to improve in the third start of his current form cycle. Four-year-old has 
never been worse than third in one-turn dirt races, and he won his last 
one-turn start by open lengths when breaking his maiden for a $75,000 tag 
at Gulfstream back in late January. He should get a decent trip stalking 
quick early splits; rates top billing. PROVIDENCE tries winners for the first 
time in this spot, but he made short work of $40,000 maiden claiming 
types at Churchill 20 days ago when stretching out in distance to eight-
furlongs for the first time, and he clearly liked this one-turn mile 
configuration. This race came up soft, and this fellow has never been off the 
board from four prior starts under the Twin Spires; contender. MARINE 
PILOT finished a half-length behind the top choice in his last start but he 
turns back in distance to a one-turn trip for the first time in 10 outings. His 
lifetime numbers in Louisville are reason for mild concern, but he creeps 
down in class and ran well at Keeneland last fall facing tougher rivals the 
last time he cut back in distance to a one-turn heat; more interested as the 
price increases. WICKED ZAR is more effective in two-turn route races, but 
this bay Tapizar colt was an even fourth on the drop in his last start and 
was only beaten five lengths for the win. I like the wide post draw coming 
out of the chute, but this guy seems destined for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-4-6-8 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
I’m a little concerned about FLYING TIPAT’s lifetime numbers on the Matt 
Winn Turf Course (zero-for-seven), but this will be her first crack at a nine-
furlong trip on the weeds, and this bay daughter of Tapit stayed on in her 
last start at a mile and a sixteenth trip facing a tougher field back on June 
3. This race is peppered with horses trying “two other than” company for 
the first time that figure to be low odds (WESSEX, SISTER BLUES, and 
BEAULY (GB)) and even though she hasn’t had her picture take in over a 
year and has been stuck in this condition, she catches a soft crew and has a 
license to improve in her third start off the sidelines; gets the nod. I like 
how YAHTZEE QUEEN has retained solid form while stepping up in class, 
and the dark bay or brown daughter of Kitten’s Joy should love turning 
back to this nine-furlong test off a good third-place effort at 31-1 in the 
$65,000 Keertana Stakes, her first race off a two-month hiatus. She was 
only beaten three lengths and change two starts back at Tampa Bay Downs 
facing respectable second-tier, $32,000 optional claiming company and 
has a license to improve in her second start off the shelf. Her 12-1 morning 
line price only enhances her appeal; has the looks of an overlay. LILLY’S 
DREAM finished well behind the top choice in her last start, but that was 
against a deep field that was won by stakes winner Sassy Little Lila. War 
Chant filly out of a Smart Strike mare is bred to run all day long on the 
lawn, has a pair of money finishes on the grass at this nine-furlong trip, 
and she has finished in the money in three-of-five lifetime outings on the 
Matt Winn Turf Course; lots to like. The Juddmonte Farm homebred 
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WESSEX is a lightly raced filly that has been stopped on frequently, but 
she sports honest turf form and has given a good account of herself in each 
start off a layoff in the past. She steps up to tackle “two other than” 
company off a visually impressive effort to clear the “a other than” 
condition in her last race, and she is stakes placed on the weeds; threat. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-6-5-3 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The gray Exchange Rate filly FIRSTRATE PROPOSAL looks like a solid play 
in Wednesday’s nightcap “get out” race making her first start off the claim 
for trainer Roger Brueggemann. Four-year-old miss was the beaten chalk 
at 50 cents on the dollar in her last start, but I’ll forgive her a bit for that 
effort, as she was stretching out to try a one-turn mile setup for the first 
time on dirt. She gained valuable seasoning in her last race—her first 
against winners—and she will love turning back in distance to a sprint in 
this spot. She has never missed the exacta in Louisville; choice. 
PRECISELY PONTI is another entrant that will appreciate turning back in 
distance, and this chestnut daughter of Gio Ponti rallied from off the pace 
to be a good second as the favorite, beaten three lengths and change for all 
the money two starts back facing similar rivals. She didn’t embarrass 
herself when ascending in class in her last start, and she certainly fits on 
this class level; formidable. CHOCOLATE BOURBON draws in off the also 
eligible list with the scratches of Brendas Conquest, Three Natty Patty and 
Neak Up On Ya and deserves a long look dropping from $25K open 
claiming company into this $8K “non-winners of two races lifetime” heat. 
Dark bay or brown daughter of Maimonides has been a close second her 
past two starts on the main track, the most recent of which facing open 
$12,500 types at Gulfstream back in March. She may be a start away from 
her best effort, but the class drop works in her favor, she gets Calvin Borel, 
and is 6-1 on the morning line; lots to like. SHAMELESSFI hooks winners 
for the first time in this spot, however she is in good current form, and has 
a license to improve in the third start of her current form cycle for trainer 
Greg Foley. Bay daughter of Discreetly Mine has never run a poor race at 
Churchill Downs and is 12-1 on the morning line; value play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-8-13-12 


