
	 1	

 
THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
 
Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirty-Seventh Day: Thursday, June 29, 2017 
Post Time: 5:00 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 352-95-67-58—27%W, 63%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The chestnut Yes It’s True filly TRUE DREAM leveled off and hit her best 
stride in the final sixteenth of a mile after breaking tardily on debut at 
Keeneland back in April, and she should relish the slight stretch out to this 
six-furlong trip in this spot for trainer Kenny McPeek. She comes into this 
heat fresh off a two-month plus respite from racing, has been training 
forwardly in Lexington during her down time, and she gained a world of 
experience in the debut effort. She holds an experience edge over every 
entrant with the exception of OUR GIRL ABBY and has plenty of upside 
making just her second career start; rates top billing. SULTRY is a 
$400,000 daughter of Malibu Moon out of a Giant’s Causeway mare whose 
pedigree is more turf route oriented, but her dam Viva Carina (Arg) had 
turf speed, and this dark bay or brown filly has a sharp public work tab 
which includes a half-mile move at Churchill on June 16 in a snappy :47 
1/5; looks “live” right out of the box. OUR GIRL ABBY has never been 
worse than third in her career, but she has lacked a winning bid in the 
stretch in all three of those efforts at low odds for the high-percentage 
Mike Maker barn. That said, she’s the most experienced entrant in the 
field and was only three-quarters of a length off next-out winner Pure 
Praise in her last start after doing all the heavy lifting on the front-end 
while wearing blinkers for the first time. She’s the proven early speed in 
the race and drew the rail in this six-furlong sprint; contender. 
DOWNWIND fetched $270,000 as a yearling at Keeneland last September, 
and the daughter of Curlin is out of a Scat Daddy mare that is a half-sister 
to the stakes winner and graded stakes placed filly I’m a Dixie Girl, who is 
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the dam of the sharp Met Mile (G1) winner Mor Spirit. Trainer Brendan 
Walsh has been shopping for a spot for this filly and this is a compact, 
albeit contentious affair, but she sports a sharp half-mile move from the 
gate at Keeneland on June 13 in a “bullet” :47 flat and followed that breeze 
up with a blowout :36 2/5 work over the local strip four days ago. She’s 
bred to be a runner; demands your attention in the paddock and post 
parade—watch the tote board. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-1-2 
 
 
RACE TWO 
MAIN ROAD is a well-bred son of Quality Road that has never put forth a 
poor effort for trainer Steve Hobby, and I like how this fellow pressed a 
quick pace in his first start against winners and was only beaten a length 
and change in a seven-furlong heat that went in a quick 1:22 4/5. He takes 
a slight class hike into the “a other than” allowance ranks for the first time, 
but he’s the controlling speed in a race without a lot of front-running types 
signed-on—always a solid angle. Four-year-old bay has never been worse 
than second under the Twin Spires; choice, gate-to-wire. GRAY SKY is 
eligible for the “non-winners of two lifetime” condition and has been stuck 
in this “a other than” spot for a while, but this $700,000 gray son of Tapit 
clearly has some ability, he just hasn’t put things all together yet. Four-
year-old is stakes placed over the local strip, where he finished five lengths 
behind Gun Runner in last year’s Matt Winn Stakes (G3), and he has given 
a good account of himself in his past two starts against honest company off 
a near three-month layoff for trainer D. Wayne Lukas. He has a license to 
improve in the third start of his current form cycle and while he’s one-for-
22 lifetime and zero-for-five lifetime going eight-furlongs on dirt, he 
typically runs his race to pick up a paycheck. He has placed in 13-of-22 
starts lifetime; figures for part, taking a stand against for top honors. 
CURLINS VOW returns to the races off three weeks rest for trainer Mike 
Tomlinson, whose barn has enjoyed a productive spring in Louisville 
hitting at a 24 percent strike rate. Bay son of Curlin hasn’t had his picture 
taken since last fall, but he has been facing some salty competition in his 
past four races (Ntestinalfortitude, Forge Ahead Frankie, Lex Vegas, and 
Homespun Hero), and he loves this one-turn mile setup at Churchill Downs 
and will turn back in distance off a two-turn route race. He’s a half-brother 
to the freaky good multiple grade one stakes winner Runhappy; contender 
despite the inside post draw coming out of the chute. STARSHIP ZEUS 
doesn’t like to win (two-for-31 lifetime), but he does like Churchill Downs 
and has finished in the money in 17 of those 31 outings. Five-year-old son 
of Bluegrass Cat hasn’t been able to handle CURLINS VOW or GRAY SKY in 
his past two starts, but he’s another that likes a one-turn, eight-furlong 
trip, and he turns back in distance in this heat. There’s not a lot of front-
running types assembled in this spot to set up his late kick; seems destined 
for a minor award. 
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SELECTIONS: 6-7-1-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
CONTROL STAKE is a nice hose and is the controlling speed of this race on 
paper, and it doesn’t hurt that the bay son of Discreetly Mine drops down 
in class off his past 10 starts for trainer Philip Bauer, whose outfit is 
posting a solid 23 percent win clip at the tilt. He has held his own in his 
past two starts sprinting on the grass and was only three lengths and 
change off next-out winner and eventual stakes winner Forgive two starts 
back, and he will return to his preferred surface—dirt—in this spot. He was 
only a half-length off the hard-knocking Mayor Mac three starts back at 
Keeneland, he beat a tough field that included next-out winner Black Bear 
in his last start on the drop, and I love that he stretches out to a distance at 
which he’s a perfect two-for-two lifetime. He’s in a snug spot in for $40K 
this evening; major player. PADEN loves Churchill Downs, as eight of his 
nine lifetime wins have been under the Twin Spires, and he a license to 
improve in his second start off a layoff for the high percentage Tom Amoss 
outfit. Son of Cowboy Cal won his last start at Churchill on this class level 
by open lengths and beat next-out winner Conquest Bigluck E in the 
process. He was dead game in his last start, as he disputed the pace 
throughout the race and prevailed in a long stretch drive against “a other 
than” allowance types and he’s in for a $40,000 tag this evening; 
contender. FORGE AHEAD FRANKIE sports good form in 2017, has run 
well in his last three starts against allowance company, and hasn’t been 
worse than third in his past three starts when offered up for a claiming tag. 
He’ll be tighter in his second start off the shelf for the “Cat Man”, Wayne 
Catalano, and this consistent fellow has finished in the money in 10 of his 
past 13 starts; lots to like. HOMESPUN HERO has an affinity for this 
sometimes-tricky seven-furlong middle distance, and he drops down in 
class off his last start to a class level on which he should be more 
competitive. Chestnut son of Hard Spun won his last start off a layoff and 
returns to the races off a near three-month freshening in this spot for 
trainer Mike Maker. He was only beaten three-parts of a length for all the 
money in his only prior start at Churchill; can’t toss him and feel good 
about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-3-8-7 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
STAPLETON lacked a finishing kick in his turf debut at Indiana Grand 
nearly 30 days ago for trainer Wayne Mogge, but he returns to the main 
track—his preferred surface—in this spot, drops in for a tag for the first 
time, and turns back to a one-turn trip looking for form reversal. Bay son 
of Tapizar is eligible for improvement in his second start off the sidelines, 
and he has been facing better stock (Hey Mike, Excitations, Shadow 
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Tracer, Awesome Saturday) in his past two starts. He figures to get a good 
trip stalking the pace; gets the nod. STONE will make his first start off the 
claim for trainer Chris Hartman, whose barn wins at a healthy win clip in 
this type of situation. Bay son of Quality Road steps up in class and was the 
beaten favorite in his last start, but that was at a mile and a sixteenth trip 
and he was bumped around early and had to steady on the clubhouse turn. 
He was only three lengths off the win two starts back at Keeneland facing a 
tougher bunch of $50K “non-winners of two” lifetime foes in a race that 
showcased a pair of next-out winners; formidable. HARLANS PUNCH 
relinquished a short lead in deep stretch and lost a neck decision on the 
wire in his last start facing a slightly lesser field of $50K “two lifetime” foes 
at Churchill 25 days ago, and he turns back to a distance at which he’s 
zero-for-two lifetime. On the positive side, he has some “sneaky” back class 
and the blinkers come off for the first time in 12 starts; threat. 
DUBLINYOURMONEY steps up in class, but I like how this bay son of 
Dublin ran a brave race to be second in his first crack at winners in his 
most recent race at Churchill Downs back on May 29, and this fellow 
responds to jockey Calvin Borel’s handling. He broke his maiden for a dime 
by 10 lengths and change the last time he was seen at this one-turn mile 
trip in Louisville, and he has be a different horse since trainer Mike 
Johnson removed the blinkers two starts back. He’s 10-1 on the morning 
line; overlay material. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-3-6-5 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
The gray filly AIRCRAFT CARRIER looks like a solid play in this evening’s 
fifth race on the program—a maiden allowance event to be contested a flat 
mile on the Matt Winn Turf Course—as the daughter of Mizzen Mast was on 
the wrong end of a win photo when stretching out around two-turns on the 
weeds for the first time, and she will likely improve upon that effort in this 
heat in her second start off the shelf. She has never put forth a poor effort 
on turf for trainer Paul McGee, and she should get a great trip stalking the 
pace under Chris Landeros; choice. MANNERLY is a fleet-of-foot, well-bred 
daughter of Unbridled’s Song that will make her first start outside of 
California in this heat for the high-percentage Brendan Walsh barn. Gray 
miss will stretch out around two-turns and try the grass for the first time, 
but she’s bred to handle the surface change (she’s out of an In Excess (Ire) 
mare) and to relish the added distance. She got hooked in a protracted 
speed duel in her career debut, had the misfortune of running into a buzz 
saw and eventual graded stakes winner Unique Bella in her second start, 
and was involved in another front-end battle in her last start at Santa 
Anita in the mud back on January 6. She cost $360K as a yearling and is 
the controlling speed in the race; major player. MUNDY ROAD is another 
entrant that has never run a bad one on the weeds, and trainer Grant 
Forster’s barn has quietly had a good spring in Louisville. Bay daughter of 
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Lonhro out of the graded stakes winning mare Affluent overcame a slow 
start and a rough, wide trip in her last race at Churchill back on May 14, 
where she was second of 10, beaten three-parts of a length for all the 
money at 12-1. She has a reliable late kick, and I like the slight turn back 
in distance to this flat mile trip; contender. ETTALUSIVE is a well-bred 
daughter of Elusive Quality that improved when her connections switched 
her over to the grass two starts back, and she will be equipped with 
blinkers for the first time in this spot for trainer Rusty Arnold. “Good” 
going in her last outing may have compromised her finishing kick, but the 
Matt Winn Turf Course will be “firm” tonight. She’s 8-1 on the morning 
line; price play special.  
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-8-7 
 
 
RACE SIX 
It seems as if trainer Neil Howard has tried just about everything—short, 
long, turf, dirt, blinkers-on, blinkers-off—to try to get CLEVER SERVE to 
graduate from the maiden ranks, and I’m thinking the class drop down to 
$30,000 may be the key to getting her picture taken this evening. Dark 
bay or brown filly has never been in this cheap, has finished in the money 
in eight-of-12 lifetime starts, and she was a respectable second in her only 
prior start when offered up for a tag. There are no world-beaters in this 
affair; graduation day. KLASSIE CONNECT was a decent third on debut 19 
days ago facing similar stock for trainer Rick Hiles, where she finished 
third of 11 while breaking from the eight-hole and was beaten 10-lengths 
and change for all the marbles. Proud Citizen filly has plenty of upside 
making just her second career start, and she gained valuable seasoning 
and fitness in the debut run; improvement expected at a square price. 
FANCY PINSTRIPES improved on the drop in her last start—her first 
outside of South Florida—and she will be much tighter in this spot making 
her second start off a near six-month hiatus. She ran well at a one-turn 
mile trip at Gulfstream Park in her second career start and should 
appreciate the added distance. She attracts the services of Corey Lanerie; 
threat. AWESOME GAL woke up on the drop in her last race for trainer 
Gary “Red Dog” Hartlage but creeps back up in class this affair. She turns 
back in distance to a one-turn, eight-furlong setup and her late kick may 
have been compromised in her last outing by an awkward start; on the 
fringes. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-4-5-2 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The homebred MINES AND MAGIC is a stakes winner over the local strip 
and is a perfect two-for-two lifetime at this one-turn mile setup. She 
suffered a tough beat when dropping out of grade one stakes company in 
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her last start in Louisville, but the mare that beat her is a nice horse and 
this filly was beaten less than five lengths for all the money in the Madison 
Stakes (G1) three starts back in Lexington. She loves Churchill Downs, 
having annexed three-of-five lifetime starts under the Twin Spires, and 
there’s plenty of pace signed on in this heat to set up her late kick; major 
player. NINETEENTH STREET is a sharp as a tack right now for trainer 
Steve Margolis, as the daughter of Proud Citizen has won three of her past 
four starts, the last two while stepping up in class, and her form took a 180 
degree turn for the better when she was equipped with blinkers for the 
first time four starts back. This filly likes to win, she beat a nice horse in 
Stonetacular three starts back and hooked a nice filly in Vertical Oak two 
starts back in a minor stakes race in Iowa. She has effective tactical speed 
and is bred to handle the stretch out to eight-furlongs; contender. FLEET 
BERTIE has an affinity for eight-furlongs on dirt, and she was only a neck 
off the win the last time she was seen trying this one-turn, eight-furlong 
setup in Louisville. Five-year-old daughter of Afleet Alex is eligible to move 
forward in the third start of her current form cycle and is sitting on a 
useful five-panel breeze at Keeneland in 1:00 2/5 since her last start. I love 
the 10-1 morning line price; threat. PUT DA BLAME ON ME was visually 
impressive in her last start when she was finally able to clear the “a other 
than” condition by seven lengths and change on the line, but she’s eligible 
for “non-winners of three lifetime” company and will try “three other than” 
types in this affair. She has demonstrated marked improvement with 
blinkers and was only a length and a half off next-out winner Ivy Bell, who 
finished second at long odds to the crack sprinter Finley’sluckycharm in 
the Chicago Handicap (G3). She’ll have company on the front-end if sent; 
more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-2-5-7 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The four-year-old ZAPPERINI figured to need his last start off an extended 
layoff, and this Ghostzapper colt was only a diminishing length off the win 
in the Commonwealth Turf Stakes (G3T) three starts back, where he 
finished a neck off a next-out winner. He was second in the off-the-turf 
Jefferson Cup three starts back, and he hooked a promising Juddmonte 
Farm homebred in Forge in his last race. His overall turf form is solid, and 
he’ll certainly be tighter this go-around; rates top billing. WAYWARD 
KITTEN is eligible for “non-winners of three lifetime” company, but the son 
of Kitten’s Joy sports solid past form on this class level and has finished in 
the money in 12-of-16 lifetime starts on the lawn. Chestnut gelding may 
not have cared for the inner turf configuration at Belmont Park in his last 
race, and he has finished in the money in the three-of-four outings over the 
local course for trainer Mike Maker. He’ll get a ground-saving trip on the 
hedge under Julien Leparoux from his inside post draw; contender. WAR 
STROLL was only a half-length off the top choice in his last turf start at 



	 7	

Churchill 25 days ago, and he ran like he needed the effort off a near three-
month layoff for trainer Ian Wilkes. He’ll likely improve off that race in his 
second start off the shelf, and he was competitive over the winter in South 
Florida against comparable adversaries. “Bullet” five-panel breeze in 1:00 
flat eight days ago noted; tighter this time. PATRICK’S DAY turns back in 
distance off a pair of 12-furlong marathons and drops back down into the 
allowance ranks off an uninspiring effort in the Louisville Handicap (G3T). 
Versatile colt has been effective on the lawn at distances from a mile to a 
mile and a half, so nine-panels figures to be right in his wheelhouse, and he 
hasn’t missed the trifecta in his past six starts on turf outside of stakes 
company. It’s interesting that the blinkers come off, as his best form has 
been with the hood on in the past; consistent colt is an exotics must use. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-1-7-6 
 
 
RACE NINE 
BLAME BERNIE returns to the races off a near four-month layoff on the 
drop for the high-percentage Tommy Drury outfit, and this well-bred son of 
Blame’s first race was better than it first looks on paper, as he broke slow, 
was rushed into a hot pace but stayed on well to be third, beaten six 
lengths and change versus maiden $30K types at Turfway Park on the 
Polytrack. He’s bred top and bottom (he’s out of a Pulpit mare) to relish the 
surface change to dirt for a barn that does well with horses returning to 
the races off long layoffs; choice. TEENERTOWN PRINCE has a license to 
improve in his third start off a layoff, and he has been competitive in his 
last three races around one-turn against $12,500-$10,000 maiden 
claiming company. He sports a versatile running style and a touch of 
tactical speed, which should help him overcome his wide post draw; threat. 
AWESOME FU drops down in class and will make his first start for the 
high-percentage Tom Amoss barn in this heat, and this colt’s form has 
improved on the drop. He’s faced some useful horses in the $40K-$20K 
maiden claiming class level (Caniform, Uno Mas Brandy, and The Gipper), 
and he seems well meant in for a dime in this spot; threat. WEST END 
GAMBLER is a first-time starter that is spotted to be competitive right out 
of the box in for a dime, and this Spring At Last colt is sitting on a sharp 
:47 3/5 half-mile move a week ago in preparation for the debut run. 
Trainer Jason Cook’s barn has made the most of limited opportunities in 
2017; demands your attention the paddock and post parade—watch the 
tote. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-12-3-8  


