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Churchill Downs: Spring Meet 2017 
Thirty-Eighth Day: Friday, June 30, 2017 
Post Time: 6:00 P.M. Eastern 
Churchill Meet Stats To Date: 361-96-68-61—27%W, 62%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The bay colt ROYAL BY NATURE (IRE) has improved in each start off a 
near three-month layoff for the Brad Cox barn, is rounding into form and 
seems to be sitting on a big effort. Myboycharlie (Ire) colt clearly has some 
ability, as he won a minor stakes race in Louisiana in his first crack at 
winners and was only beaten two lengths for all the money in the Bourbon 
Stakes (G3T) at Keeneland last fall, besting fellow entrant ALL RIGHT by 
seven lengths and change. He has a license to improve in the third start of 
his current form cycle; gets the nod. ALL RIGHT, a chestnut son of 
Dominus, has solid turf form for trainer Kellyn Gorder and while he takes a 
marked step up in class off his last start at Belterra Park, this fellow beat 
PARLOR on the square in last September’s Kentucky Downs Juvenile 
Stakes over an unconventional course, will be tighter in his second start off 
the sidelines, and has been first-or-second in two-of-three turf starts 
lifetime. He should get a great trip stalking the pace under jockey 
Channing Hill, is 5-1 on the morning, and will probably float up to a better 
price at post time; lots to like. PARLOR drops out of graded stakes company 
and has hooked some nice sophomore turf horses in his past two starts in 
Cowboy Culture and Arklow, respectively. Throw out his effort on the 
Polytrack three starts back and take into consideration that he’s a neck 
shy of being undefeated on “firm” going, and he looks even more 
formidable. Negatives include his past wins have been at Tampa Bay 
Downs and Ellis Park, and he has lacked a winning bid in the lane in his 
past three races. The class drop suits, however; contender. HEY MIKE was 
all-out to clear the “a other than” allowance condition in his last start at 
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Indiana Grand, but he’s a front-running horse that catches a field with a 
dearth of early speed types—always a good angle. He was only beaten six 
lengths and change in the Dania Beach Stakes (G3T) at Gulfstream Park 
back in January; hangs around for part with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-4-1-2 
 
 
RACE TWO 
EGYPTIAN was on the wrong-end of a win photo in his last start against 
similar foes at Churchill Downs on May 27, where the son of Eskendereya 
stalked a moderate pace and gave up a neck decision on the wire in his first 
start off a brief layoff for trainer Brendan Walsh, and that result may have 
been different had jockey James Graham held on to his stick in the race’s 
final stages. Dark bay or brown gelding will be tighter this time around, 
and he has never been off the board at this mile and sixteenth trip; choice. 
BIG SQUEEZE is less than two lengths shy off wining his past four starts off 
the shelf, and he returns to the races off a two-month plus hiatus in this 
spot for trainer Gary Simms, whose barn sent out Circle Unbroken ($24) to 
win the fifth race on Sunday’s program in Louisville. He has faced a couple 
of hard-knockers in his past two starts—(Wyeth—in this evening’s Kelly’s 
Landing Stakes—and Black Bear, respectively), and has finished in the 
money in five-of-eight starts lifetime over “fast” racetracks; contender. 
FLASHY JEWEL always breaks running and will dictate the pace in this 
mile and a sixteenth affair for trainer Eddie Kenneally, but he’s a “need-
the-lead” type and fellow entrant RACER has a comparable early lick and 
the top choice EGYPTIAN has enough natural speed to lay close early and 
ran this guy down in the stretch when they last met under the Twin Spires 
on May 27. He has solid 2017 form, however, and is a past stakes winner 
at today’s eight and a half-furlong trip; threat. CARVE caught a “sloppy”, 
sealed racetrack that he didn’t seem to care for in his last start, and he will 
appreciate stretching out around two-turns in this heat to a distance at 
which he has five of his seven lifetime wins. He dips down in class for the 
Asmussen barn and was a good second of eight the last time he was on this 
class level three starts back in Hot Springs. I can’t pitch him and feel good 
about it; using in the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-6-5 
 
 
RACE THREE 
I like how DELUSIONAL K K has retained honest form while ascending in 
class in her past two starts for trainer Michelle Lovell, whose outfit has 
made the most of limited opportunities in 2017. I can excuse the fourth-
place effort behind the ultra-consistent Rhodium two starts back at 
Keeneland facing $10K starter allowance company, this chestnut daughter 
of Kodiak Cowboy has never missed the trifecta from three previous starts 
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at Churchill, and is a very consistent horse that has placed in 18-of-24 
starts lifetime. She’s at her best at this six-furlong trip on the main track 
and responds to jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr.’s handling; rates top billing. 
RUN AWAY’S SIS was only a neck off the top choice in her last start—her 
first off a near two-month layoff—and this gray daughter of City Zip 
possesses effective tactical speed and gets a favorable inside post draw for 
trainer Chris Richard, whose outfit led over Shut the Box ($13) to win 
yesterday’s second race at Churchill. Seven-year-old mare will be tighter in 
her second start off the shelf, and I like how she kept her sharp form while 
stepping up to open claiming company in her last race. She likes Churchill 
and was only a length off a next-out winner two starts back in Hot Springs; 
contender. CRACK YOUR WHIP has given a good account of herself in a 
pair of starts off the claim for trainer Angel Montano, and she split a field 
of six in her last start over a “wet-fast”, sealed racetrack that she doesn’t 
prefer and finished behind a pair of honest horses for the class level in 
Gotit Todo and Rhodium. I like the 9-2 morning line price; threat. The 
Louisiana-bred HOT YANKEE was dead game in her last start for the crafty 
Merrill Scherer barn, as she dug in between rivals in the stretch drive and 
suffered a tough nose beat at the hands of the top choice 29 days ago. 
Chestnut mare has effective tactical speed and has improved since 
returning to the main track and stepping out of restricted company; more 
interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-1-5-6 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
PAULINE REVERE is a well-bred daughter of Distorted Humor that has 
improved since stretching out in distance and trying the turf for the first 
time to starts back in Louisville. Three-year-old chestnut miss has a decent 
finishing kick on turf, has kept honest company versus maiden allowance 
company, and I like that she turns back in distance off a pair of nine-
furlong heats to this flat mile trip in this spot; formidable. MEMORIES OF 
MOM uncorked a stout rally from off the pace after breaking flat-footed in 
her turf and two-turn debut in her last start and while that effort was on 
the drop against $40K maiden claiming company, this isn’t the toughest 
turf maiden allowance race ever carded at Churchill Downs. Her chances 
were compromised in her last outing, as she was pinned down on the rail in 
the late stages of the race, yet gamely stayed on in the lane. She’s an 
overlay at 8-1 on the morning line and will likely move forward in her 
second start off a layoff; contender. TIZ MY LADY split a field of 10 in her 
turf debut, was three-wide at the quarter-pole, and she gets wheeled back 
off 12 days rest in this spot for trainer Helen Pitts. I’ll forgive the dirt 
effort two starts back—her first start around two turns—as she was 
bumped around in the early stages of the race. $300K yearling purchase 
always seems to provide value at the windows; don’t ignore. ETSU hasn’t 
been seen at the races since last summer, but she has pretty useful turf 
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form for trainer Rusty Arnold, faced a “live” group of maiden allowance 
types at Ellis Park in her last start and finished a length to the good of a 
next-out winner three starts back at a nine-furlong trip on the weeds at 
Keeneland. She may be a start away from her best effort but attracts the 
serves of jockey Brian Hernandez, Jr.; exotics play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 8-2-7-4 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
There is plenty of early pace signed on in this seven-furlong middle 
distance heat and, as such, the late-running JOEY B looks playable, 
especially at 10-1 on the morning line. Dark bay or brown son of Freud has 
finished in the money in four-of-six starts lifetime at Churchill Downs and 
has been competitive for trainer Jimmy Baker since dropping down to the 
$16K “non-winners of two races lifetime” class level. I like that he 
stretches out off his past two starts, and the wide post draw isn’t 
detrimental coming out of the partial chute. He’ll get plenty of pace in front 
of him to set up his late kick; gets the nod at a square price. CANIFORM has 
yet to put forth a poor effort sprinting on grass and won his first start off 
the claim for trainer Mike Maker. He steps up to tackle winners for the 
first time, but takes the next natural progression up the class ladder, is 
sitting on a sharp “bullet” half-mile move in :47 2/5 four days ago, and will 
be tighter in his second start off a near two-month layoff. He’s by the white-
hot sire Scat Daddy; contender. START A WAR will make his first start of 
the claim for trainer J.R. Caldwell, whose outfit sports a gaudy 37 percent 
win clip to date at the tilt. Bay son of Grand Slam has finished in the money 
in his past three starts and takes a double jump up in class, but I like the 
slight turn back distance, and he was only a half-length off a next-out 
winner the last time he was seen at this seven-furlong trip in Louisville; 
threat. BLABIMIR returns to races off a near five-month layoff for a new 
outfit and takes a massive class drop from grade two stakes company into 
this $16K conditioned claiming heat for trainer Brendan Walsh. This barn 
sent out Mannerly ($6.20)—a horse also previously trained by Doug 
O’Neill—to win yesterday’s fifth race, and he’ll make his first start as a 
gelding in this affair. He’s a feast or famine type of horse, however, his lone 
win came at a five and a half-furlong trip at Los Alamitos, and he has been 
distanced in two of his five prior starts. He’ll likely break running and 
there’s plenty of front-running types assembled in this heat; the stout class 
drop is the main attraction. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-12-4-9 
 
 
RACE SIX—The Bashford Manor (G3) 
TEN CITY overcame an awkward start in his career debut at Keeneland 
back in April, pressed a quick pace and drew off to win by seven lengths 
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covering four and a half panels in :51 1/5, which equaled the quickest time 
for any two-year-old race at Keeneland this past spring. He won that race 
on sheer ability, as he was green in the stretch run, drifting out once he 
made the lead and lugging in once he was clear, but I like how trainer 
Kenny McPeek gave his charge time off the big career debut, and this Run 
Away and Hide colt has been razor-sharp in the A.M. of late and is sitting 
on a “bullet” five-furlong breeze in :59 1/5 at Keeneland in preparation for 
his graded stakes debut; choice. COPPER BULLET broke his maiden for fun 
in his last start, as the son of More Than Ready broke on the bridle, carved 
out a quick pace and improved his position at each point of call. He was a 
good second on debut at Keeneland in a race that equaled the winning time 
of the top choice’s maiden score, where he was a good second of 10 despite 
breaking from the one-hole, to be second behind a promising horse in 
Salmanazar, who is trained by Todd Pletcher. He’ll have company on the 
front-end, but this is a talented $200,000 bay colt that has room to move 
forward in just his third career start; major player. 
HARDWORKCLEANLIVIN broke his maiden with ease right out of the box 
for trainer Danny Pish at Lone Star back in early May, and while he’ll try a 
tougher circuit this evening while stepping up to graded stakes company, 
aside from the top to choices, this race is a wide-open with a compact field 
that was scratched down to five entrants. He sports a sharp, gap-free 
public work tab since the debut run and should get a great trip stalking a 
swift pace; threat. I’M CORFU is the stronger half of the uncoupled Wayne 
Rice entry and while this fellow’s best efforts have been on a Tapeta 
synthetic surface at Presque Isle Downs, he is quick out of the gate and 
split a strong maiden allowance field at Keeneland in his second start, 
where he finished eight and half lengths off COPPER BULLET; tab for a 
minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-5-2-1 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The chestnut Scat Daddy colt SAKONNET is an old Green Sheet favorite, 
and I’m drawing a line through his last start in the Arlington Classic (G3T), 
where he was keen early while wearing blinkers for the first time in his 
first crack versus winners while facing graded stakes company, and this 
fellow is better when he’s allowed to settle and make one run and the hood 
comes off today for trainer Tony Granitz. He may not have cared for the 
“yielding” course in his last start, and he was only a six lengths and change 
off rising turf star and eventual turf stakes winner Yoshida three starts 
back in Lexington. He has a reliable late kick on the weeds; choice. 
MAKEAMERICAGREAT has never run a bad race on grass, and this Street 
Cry (Ire) colt has some ability, as he was only three-parts of a length off 
eventual graded stakes winner Cowboy Culture in his second career start, 
and he ran a winning race in his first start off a brief freshening in his last 
outing on the Matt Winn Turf Course 18 days ago. He’ll likely improve in 
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his second start off a layoff, and this $225K yearling purchase is a half-
brother to grade one stakes winner Here Comes Ben, who was also trained 
by Charlie LoPresti; contender. ICONIC sports honest turf form for trainer 
Dale Romans and this gray son of Paddy O’Prado broke slow and split a 
field of eight in his last start and was only a half-length off next-out winner 
Fifth Title two starts back. Late-running colt acts as if he’ll relish the 
stretch out to this nine-furlong trip; threat. HARLAN STRONG (ARG) made 
up ground late in his turf debut four weeks ago and is another entrant that 
acts like he will love the extra eighth of a mile in this spot. I like how he 
broke sharp, settled, then re-rallied in his last start and he’s 10-1 on the 
morning line; overlay material. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-4-11-9 
 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Debutante Stakes 
AMBERSPATRIOT broke her maiden on debut at Keeneland this spring in 
an honest time (:52 2/5) then validated that effort with a big effort at 10-1 
in the $100,000 Kentucky Juvenile Stakes at Churchill during Derby Week 
for trainer John Hancock, who has had a successful year with his two-year-
old stock. Bay daughter of Awesome Patriot was only a neck off the 
talented Steve Asmussen filly Buy Sell Hold in her last race, and I like that 
she has been freshened up for her second crack at stakes company. She’s a 
handy horse with a reliable finishing kick, and I like that jockey Paco Lopez 
in in town for the riding assignment; choice. SHE’S A JULIE ran a 
professional race on debut at Churchill back on May 26, where the well-
bred daughter of Elusive Quality beat next-out winner Pure Praise by open 
lengths at a five-furlong trip. She has plenty of upside making just her 
second career start, and she has four works under her belt since the debut 
effort including a sharp five-furlong breeze in 1:00 4/5 on June 20 for a 
barn that prefers to see five-panel moves in 1:02; contender. SUNNY 
SKIES made short work of maiden allowance company at Keeneland in her 
career debut, where the chestnut daughter of Animal Kingdom pulled 
jockey Corey Lanerie out of the saddle to make the lead from a wide post 
draw and drew off to win by nine lengths in a four and a half-furlong race 
that went in an honest :52 1/5. She has had some time off after the huge 
debut effort and has been training forwardly in the A.M. during her time 
away from the races; threat in a contentious heat. WAKI PATRIOT makes 
up half of a formidable, uncoupled John Hancock entry, and this chestnut 
miss is the most experienced entrant in the field. She made a move 
stalking the pace, got shuffled back a bit while three-wide at the quarter-
pole but was an honest third, beaten two lengths and change for all the 
money, in a $150K stake at Belmont in her last race, and she overcame a 
rough trip two starts back and was only beaten two lengths for all the 
money in the Kentucky Juvenile Stakes. Honest filly has never run a bad 
race and is a juicy 5-1 on the morning line; lots to like. 
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SELECTIONS: 9-6-1-13 
 
 
RACE NINE  
The homebred ANNATHELA hooked an improving filly in Put Da Blame On 
Me in her last start, and that rival came back to win a tough high-end 
classified allowance race/$80K optional claiming heat on yesterday’s 
program by a head over the stakes winner Mines and Magic. Homebred 
Elusive Quality filly finished five lengths and change to the good of a next-
out winner in that heat and improved when stretching out to this one-turn 
mile setup. She was only two lengths off Ivy Bell in “live” heat two starts 
back in Louisville, and that rival came out of that race to be a good second 
to the crack sprinter Finley’sluckycharm in the Chicago Handicap (G3); 
gets the nod. TOASTED is a consistent gray daughter of Successful Appeal 
that has never been worse than third against allowance company and has 
placed in six-of-seven lifetime starts on dirt for trainer Ian Wilkes. She was 
parked out wide at the quarter-pole over a “wet-fast”, sealed track in her 
last race; contender. KATALUST returns to the races off a brief freshening 
and is capable of running a winning race of the sidelines, and this 
consistent Ohio-bred miss has finished in the money in seven-of-eight 
lifetime starts and is open stakes-placed at Oaklawn Park. Versatile miss 
was only beaten three lengths in her last start sprinting on the grass, 
overcoming an eventful start and a five-wide trip in the process; turf-to-
dirt angle playable. ANYTHINGYOUCANDO broke slow and spotted the 
field many lengths in her last start that clearly compromised her chances 
as the favorite over a “wet-fast”, sealed strip that she didn’t care for. She 
stretches out to a distance at which she has finished in the money in four-
of-five starts lifetime and while she’s a lackluster two-for-22 lifetime, she is 
at his best over a “fast” racetrack and the strip is “fast” tonight; 
improvement expected. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-8-1 
 
 
RACE TEN—The Kelly’s Landing Stakes 
Trainer Ben Colebrook has LIMOUSINE LIBERAL in a snug spot in this 
$70K overnight stakes after his charge is coming off a pair of graded 
stakes wins and, as such, is the one to beat in this seven-furlong affair. Son 
of Successful Appeal loves Churchill Downs, has sharp 2017 form, and he 
won a grade two stakes over a tough field the last time he was seen at this 
seven-furlong trip on the main track. The knocks on him are he is 
vulnerable going seven-panels, he’ll be criminally short odds, and it’s 
interesting that jockey Corey Lanerie, who won a grade three stake on this 
guy the last time he rode him, opts to ride WYETH is this spot. The 
positives outweigh the negatives, however; holds all the aces. RECOUNT is 
a hard-knocking son of Limehouse that is very consistent and likes to win, 
and his only poor effort to date in 2017 was in the $125K Hot Springs 
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Stakes at Oaklawn Park, where he had traffic problems and faced one of 
the top sprinters in the country in Whitmore. He’s a neck shy of being 
undefeated at Churchill Downs; contender. THE PLAYER is a talented son 
of Street Hero that makes his anxiously awaited return to the races this 
evening for part owner and trainer Buff Bradley, and this chestnut colt has 
been running a hole through the wind the A.M. since he first appeared on 
the public work tab back in late May. He followed up three sharp five-panel 
breezes with a “bullet” :35 4/5 blowout on June 24 that should put a spring 
in his step; foolish to slight his chances. THE TRUTH OR ELSE is a well-bred 
son of Yes It’s True that hasn’t been able to handle the top choice in his 
past two starts, but he was very wide in both those efforts, and while he 
gets a wide post draw again, he stands a better chance of turning the tables 
at this seven-panel trip. He should get a decent pace in front of him to set 
up his late kick, just like his past three races, and he split a tough field two 
starts back in a grade two affair over a “wet-fast”, sealed racetrack that 
had a pronounced inside speed bias; comes running in the stretch drive. 
 
SELECTIONS:  4-5-3-11 
 
 
RACE ELEVEN 
OFF ROAD was the beaten chalk in his last start when dropping in for a 
high-end tag for the first time for trainer Steve Asmussen—the meet’s 
leading trainer—and he’ll be tighter this go-around in his second start off a 
near two-month layoff. Quality Road colt has faced some honest 
competition in the past in the maiden allowance ranks (Multiplier, 
Excitations, Girvin, etc,); major player. CAPE ANGEL takes a marked class 
drop from maiden special weight company into this $30K maiden claiming 
affair, and I like that he turns back from a mile and a quarter marathon to 
the one-turn mile trip this evening. He’s another that has a license to 
improve in the second start of his current form cycle; contends on the 
drop. CADILLAC RED is another entrant that turns back, as this fellow has 
been competing at distances from a mile and a sixteenth to a mile and an 
eighth in his past three races and will try a one-turn, eight-furlong trip in 
this spot for trainer Chris Hartman, who spots his charges well. He likes 
Churchill Downs and has a license to improve in his third start off a layoff; 
threat. HARDLY SEEN SLIM is a dyed-in-the-wool closer that turns back in 
distance, but he has some speed drawn to his outside which will aid his late 
kick, and he drops down in class off his past three starts and has never 
been in this cheap. He hooked a next-out winner in his last start; fires in 
the lane to round out the exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-9-12-4  
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Note: Races 7-11 are in production and will be posted shortly. Thanks for 
your patience and good luck! 
  


