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Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Tenth Day: Sunday, July 16, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 78-24-13-10—31%W, 60%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
SEVENHEARTSWARRIOR is the stronger half of the uncoupled Jose 
Castanon entry in Sunday’s opener at “The Pea Patch” and is the horse to 
beat on paper in this soft maiden claiming sprint for a nickel. Majestic 
Warrior gelding takes a two-pronged class drop in this spot and figures to 
get a dream trip stalking anticipated front-runners PROUD TO LIVE FREE 
and BUZZKILLINGTON, and he a license to improve in his third start off 
the sidelines. He woke up on the drop in his last start at Churchill Downs 
on June 9, where he stalked the pace and finished well to be second, beaten 
a scant three-quarters of a length for all the money. This outfit is hitting at 
a 22 percent clip for year with limited opportunities; rates top billing. 
PROUD TO LIVE FREE will make his eighth start for his fourth different 
trainer in this spot, and new conditioner Tom Amoss wheels this bay 
gelding back off 12 days rest on the same class level. Three-year-old 
stalked a slow pace, made the lead but came up empty in the lane as the 
heavy favorite at Ellis on the Fourth of July, and he has been the beaten 
chalk in three of his past five starts. He’s a contender for sure, but he 
couldn’t get the job done on the drop, will take plenty of action with the 
new barn in play, and jockey Didiel Osorio had a three bagger on 
yesterday’s program; figures for part, taking a stand against for top 
honors. BUZZKILLINGTON figures to fuel an honest pace in this heat along 
with PROUD TO LIVE FREE and possibly JODYNBUD, and his best effort to 
date in 2017 was in a five-furlong grass race at Belterra Park, albeit 
hooking tougher stock. Four-year-old drops down to the $5K level for the 
first time, but he retained flat form on the drop in his last start and 
blinkers haven’t been the answer so far; tab for a minor award. JODYNBUD 
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was a well-beaten third on debut in Henderson on July 1, though he 
appeared to be spinning his wheels over a racetrack that was kind to 
speed. He’ll be tighter this time around in his second start off a layoff, is 
improving, and gets in light with the five-pound apprentice named for the 
assignment. The 20-1 morning line price tag is tantalizing; exotics play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1a(part of entry)-2-3-7 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The veteran PLUG CATCHER is a late running horse in a race without a lot 
of early speed—not the greatest of angles—but he’s a legitimate $5,000 
starter allowance horse that is dropping in class off his past three starts 
and has been first-or-second in 50 percent of his lifetime starts on turf at 
Elis Park. Chestnut son of Roman Ruler hasn’t been worse than second in 
his past four grass races—all facing tougher stock—and he doesn’t have to 
come from out the clouds to be a factor, as he stalked the pace and won five 
starts back in New Orleans. Jockey Gabe Saez has been riding well at the 
tilt; choice. LOUIES FLOWER has come to hand of late for trainer Tim 
Glyshaw—who haltered this guy for $12,500 at Fair Grounds back in 
March—as the chestnut son of Flower Alley hasn’t been worse than third in 
his past three starts, with his lone defeat coming at the hands of a crack 
$5K starter allowance competitor in Big Kick two starts back at Churchill 
Downs. He made short work in gate-to-wire fashion of open $16K claiming 
company at Indiana Grand in his last start, but that surface is very kind to 
front-running speed, and he returns to the turf in this heat, a surface on 
which he’s zero-for-five lifetime. He’s the controlling speed of the race, 
however, and is very sharp right now; contender. GILL’S TERRACE steps 
up to tackle starter allowance foes and is a tick cheap for this crew, but his 
connections point for Ellis Park every summer, and this eight-year-old ran 
huge off the layoff in his last start 15 days ago, where he was fourth in a 
blanket finish, beaten a neck for the win facing open $5K stock. He’ll likely 
improve off that effort in his second start off the shelf, gets the services of 
Calvin Borel, and is 12-1 on the morning line; using in exotic wagers. 
ICE CREAM TRUCK hooked a buzz saw in Ship Disturber in his last start at 
Churchill—a race in which he went off favored—but had no excuse and was 
just simply outrun to finish sixth of eight, beaten nearly nine lengths for 
the win. Bay gelding is very consistent having finished in the money in 15 
of his past 25 starts, but he seems to be tailing off a bit and has danced a lot 
of dances without a break since last fall. He’ll return to the grass and 
stretch out in distance in this spot, but he’s one-for-11 lifetime on the 
weeds and is zero-for-four lifetime at this mile and a sixteenth trip on turf; 
minor award candidate. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-3-4-1 
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RACE THREE 
The bay Notional colt UNION CAT was overlooked by the public at nearly 
23-1 on debut at Churchill Downs on June 25, but this fellow ran a huge 
race to be second of 10, beaten just two lengths for all the money despite 
breaking from the 10-hole in a six-furlong sprint that went in a snappy 
1:10 flat. He is one of four entrants in this spot with a race under his belt—
a marked advantage—and he has plenty of upside making just his second 
career start; choice. SENOR JOBIM cost a mere $1.5 million as a yearling 
at Keeneland in September of 2015, as this bred in the purple son of 
Distorted Humor is out of a grade two stakes winning daughter of 
Unbridled’s Song that had brilliant speed, and he’s a full brother to 
Maclean’s Music, who only ran once—also for Stonestreet and Asmussen—
but won under a choke hold by open lengths, covering six panels in 1:07 
2/5 right out of the box, and is also the sire of this year’s Preakness Stakes 
(G1) winner Cloud Computing. Furthermore, this guy is also a half-brother 
to the grade three stakes winner Kentuckian, a precocious sort trained by 
Jerry Hollendorfer. This gray colt hasn’t missed a beat in the A.M. since 
arriving in Steve Asmussen’s barn from Stonestreet’s training facility in 
Central Florida and is bred to be any kind; major player. WEEKEND TOWN 
is a homebred colt by Speightstown out of a Pleasantly Perfect mare that 
will make his debut for trainer Kent Sweezey, who saddled his first stakes 
winner on the Indiana Derby undercard last night at Indiana Grand. There 
are few gaps in his extensive public work tab since he arrived in Kentucky 
from Goldmark Farm and Palm Meadows, the most recent of which 
between April 26 and May 17. He has been training forwardly since, 
however; demands you attention in the paddock and post parade—watch 
the tote board. STORMIN EL PRADO didn’t cost a million dollars as a 
yearling (only $3,000), but the gray Illinois-bred does have race 
experience, lots of room for improvement making just his second career 
start, and he will run with Lasix for the first time this afternoon while 
trying the main track for the first time. His pedigree is more turf oriented 
(by Fort Prado out of a Storm Bird mare), but he was bothered at the start, 
was in the parking lot (10-path) at the quarter-pole, and was only beaten 
seven lengths and change for all the money in the debut run. He’ll be a 
huge price; can bolster exotic payoffs. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-4-3 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
As the controlling speed of the race, FRIGIDISH is the one to catch and beat 
in this eight-furlong $16K maiden claiming event, and this Ice Box filly 
woke up on the drop facing similar company two weeks ago in Henderson, 
where she did all the heavy lifting on the front and was only beaten two 
lengths and change for all the money. She faced next-out winners in her 
first two races and while the wide post draw is a bit of a concern, she’s the 
lone speed of the race on paper and jockey Channing Hill should be able to 
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get over and save some ground if she breaks; choice, gate-to-wire. NAUTIA 
gave a good account of herself in her dirt debut at Ellis on the Fourth of 
July, which stands to reason, as she’s a daughter of Flatter out of a More 
Than Ready mare. Sophomore miss improved on the class drop in her last 
start—her first with blinkers—and continues her descent in this affair. 
She’s another that gets wheeled back off short rest; contender. REWARD’S 
GIRL has been honest so far in 2017, having finished in the money in four-
of-seven starts this year, and I like how she was a respectable third in her 
last start—her first off the claim—while stepping up in class and stretching 
out around two-turns. Trainer Chris Hartman had a winner on yesterday’s 
card with United Stand ($3.80); threat. WITTICISM was a $140,000 
yearling purchase, and this Istan filly is improving and ran well when 
stretching out in her most recent start at Indiana Grand. Her sire was a 
versatile horse that could handle turf and dirt, and this bay miss has been 
the recipient of wide trips in her past two outings and is more favorably 
drawn coming out of the two-hole this afternoon. Low-profile connections 
will help the price, and she gets the services of the hot-riding Osorio; don’t 
ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-7-8-2 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
DISTORTRESS was cut out to be a nice filly, as this $150,000 sales 
purchase is a daughter of Distorted Humor out of a graded staked placed 
Fusaichi Pegasus mare, and she has improved in each start for trainer 
Troy Wismer and seems to be sitting on a big effort. She made all the pace 
over a “good” Matt Winn Turf Course in her last start at Churchill Downs 
on June 24 and stayed on well the final eighth of a mile to be second of 
nine, beaten less than three lengths for the win. She will be forwardly-
placed with an inside post draw over a course that is kind to speed, and I 
like the local “bullet” blowout four days ago in :36 1/5; rates top billing. ITS 
A DATE scratched out of a $30,000 maiden claiming affair on Friday in 
favor of this tougher spot, but this bay daughter of Dominus is bred to 
relish the surface change to turf and has plenty of upside making just her 
third career start in this affair. Three-year-old miss is a half-sister the 
grade one stakes placed Commanding Curve (runner up in the 2014 
Kentucky Derby) and had traffic issues in her last start, but she returns to 
the races off a near fourth-month layoff, gets an unfortunate wide post 
draw, and there are some gaps in her public work tab. The positives 
outweigh the negatives, however, and she’ll provide value on the tote; 
contender. MISS VICKI has been the beaten favorite in her past two starts, 
where she has been pounded at the windows but has come up empty in the 
stretch drive. Bellamy Road filly has room for improvement in the third 
start of her current form cycle, and I like the cut back in distance from a 
pair of seven-furlong outings to today’s five and a half-furlong trip. She 
gets some turf breeding from her distaff side, as she’s out of a Smart Strike 
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mare, and Corey Lanerie stays put; threat. BOMBONA has a touch of 
tactical speed which will serve her well in this turf sprint, and she was a 
game third in her only other appearance on the grass at Arlington back on 
June 3, where she was bumped at the start and re-rallied in the stretch to 
be second of eight, beaten less than three lengths for all the money. She 
was only a length off the win at nearly 11-1 in her last start on dirt in 
Henderson 12 days ago despite being six-wide ta the head of the lane; dirt-
to-turf angle is very appealing. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-9-6-7 
 
 
RACE SIX 
I’ll take a shot with the lightly-raced Arch filly MISS NANCY, who will be 
making her 2017 debut off a nine-month layoff while making her first start 
for the Ian Wilkes barn in this spot. Dark bay or brown filly is a scant 
three-parts of a length shy of being undefeated and is a versatile sort that 
can handle turf and dirt. She was narrowly defeated in her first start 
against winners—typically the sign of a good horse—and she has a 
consistent, sharp public work tab since early June; fires fresh. DREAM 
DANCE holds a back class advantage over most of the entrants in this field, 
and the bay daughter of Afleet Alex has never been worse than second 
from two prior starts at Ellis. She doesn’t have early speed, but she does 
have an advantageous inside post draw in this one mile heat that starts on 
the clubhouse turn, she’s multiple graded stakes placed, and has been 
facing tougher company; contender. TAXABLE hasn’t visited the winner’s 
circle since March of 2016, but she’s another entrant that has back class in 
her corner, as she’s graded stakes placed and has hooked next-out stakes 
winners Inveniam Viam and Big World in two of her past three starts. She 
should appreciate the cut back in distance to this eight-furlong trip and is 
another that should find this company a bit more to her liking. Throw the 
last start on the grass—a surface she didn’t care for; improvement 
expected. PINCH HIT is a Harlan’s Holiday filly that is in fine fettle for the 
Brad Cox barn, an outfit that is hitting at a 50 percent strike rate at the 
tilt. She’s a neck shy of winning her past three starts, all while moving up 
in class, but she’s unproven beyond seven-eighths of a mile and continues 
her class ascent in this affair; more interested as the price increases. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-5-9 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
LIL VIE was well-backed on debut at 90 cents on the dollar, and this gray 
daughter of The Factor ran a brave race in her first start out of the box 
breaking from a wide post on a “sloppy”, sealed Churchill Downs racetrack 
that had a pronounced inside speed bias when it was wet this spring and 
summer, and was third, beaten four and a quarter lengths for all the 
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money. Two-year-old miss has a useful half-mile breeze in her since the 
effort for the high-percentage Brad Cox outfit, and she has all kinds of 
upside making just her second career start; holds all the aces. ONION 
CREEK is a first-time starter by Midnight Lute that is a half-sister to the 
graded stakes winners Taittinger Rose and Le Bernardin, and this bark bay 
or brown miss sports an extensive public work tab and hasn’t missed a lick 
in the A.M. since arriving in Steve Asmussen’s barn from Ocala back in 
May. This outfit excels with its juvenile stock; threat at first asking. 
AMERICA’S TALE is a first-time starter by Gio Ponti that fetched $100,000 
at public auction as a two-year-old in training, and while her top line is 
more turf oriented, she gets some dirt speed from her dam sire Unusual 
Heat. Veteran conditioner Bernie Flint is capable of having one wound-up 
on debut; demands your attention in the paddock and post parade—watch 
the tote board. TRACI’S GREELEY was a respectable fourth of eight on 
debut despite being five-wide at the quarter-pole, and she figured to get a 
lot out of that effort both physically and mentally. She gets wheeled back 
off two weeks rest and has a license to improve making just her second 
career start; useful exotics play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 11-3-7-5 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The Southern California invader DIPLODOCUS will make his first start for 
a high-percentage outfit in this heat but is a deep closer with a wide post 
draw over a turf course that has been kind to speed. That said, this 
chestnut son of Sky Mesa has a back-class advantage over this non-
descript field, comes into this race fresh, and went to the sidelines off 
positive form. He hasn’t hooked a field this light in some time and gets the 
services of Corey Lanerie; mows them down in the lane. DAWN RAIDER 
has never run a bad race for trainer Buff Bradley, and this chestnut son of 
Scat Daddy has overcome wide trips in his past three starts to finish with 
interest. I like how he has retained honest form while stepping up ion class; 
contender. PADDY NOT PATTY’s form has improved since trainer Ignacio 
Correas switched the gray back to the turf three starts back at Keeneland, 
and he’s at his best on the weeds at this mile and a sixteenth trip. He slides 
out of “a other than” allowance company into this “non-winners of two 
lifetime” heat this afternoon; threat. GORSE is the recipient of an 
unfortunate wide post draw, but this fellow has improved in each start off 
the shelf for trainer Jordan Blair and was a game second at nearly 12-1 
against $50K starter allowance types in Louisville in his last start. Bay colt 
is eligible for improvement in his third race off the shelf; can’t pitch him 
and feel good about it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-4-12 
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RACE NINE 
I’ll take a shot with the bay gelding BEACHTOWN BENNY in Sunday’s 
nightcap “get out” race, as the son of Discreetly Mine drops in class for the 
Chris Hartman barn and will try the grass for the first time. Front-running 
fellow catches a field without a lot of early speed types assembled—always 
a good angle—and he’s out of an El Prado (Ire) mare which will help him 
handle the grass. He should appreciate stretching back out around two-
turns; gets the nod. MOVE THE CHAINS responded for trainer Brian 
Michael when the blinkers went back on in his last start, as he broke sharp 
from a wide post draw, stalked a very quick pace and stayed on in the lane 
versus similar rivals at nearly 10-1. If he repeats that effort today, he’ll be 
right there at the wire and is a juicy 15-1 on the morning line; has a shot at 
a square price. CALDERA deserves a look drawing in off the also-eligible 
list, as this bay son of Arch sports useful past turf form, has run well in his 
past two starts off the sidelines, and returns to the races off a near two-
month hiatus in this spot. Five-year-old has a penchant for minor awards 
but has finished in the money in four-of-five starts in 2017; threat. 
HARDLY HOME’s form has gone the wrong way off the claim, but he has 
run some decent races on the grass in the past against much tougher 
company at Gulfstream Park and Laurel, respectively. Throw out his last 
start on the dirt, a surface he didn’t care for, and the class drop certainly 
suits; dirt-to-turf angle playable. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-10-13-11   
 
 
  


