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THE GREEN SHEET 

Full-Card Analysis and Selections 
John M. Gaver III 
www.johngaver.com 

 
 
Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Eleventh Day: Friday, July 21, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 87-26-14-12—30%W, 60%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The bay gelding ATTRACTION is a viable play in Friday’s opener—a 
contentious $30K claiming affair for “non-winners of three races 
lifetime”—as the son of Blame is 5-1 on the morning line and was only 
beaten a length and change in his last start facing much tougher stock on 
the grass in Henderson on the opening day of the meet. He’ll return to the 
main track in this spot, has finished in the money in six-of-11 lifetime 
starts on dirt, and has a touch of tactical speed which will help him 
overcome the wide post draw. Jockey Gabe Saez is riding well at the tilt, 
and this fellow is one-for-one lifetime on dirt at Ellis Park; turf-to-dirt angle 
looks “live”. The gray CUTACORNER has been wide at the quarter-pole in 
his past two starts, and he was only a neck off the useful next-out winner 
Shut the Box is his last start at Churchill on June 11 facing a tougher field. 
Four-year-old son of Even the Score hasn’t been worse than third in his 
past three starts when offered for a tag and has finished in the money in 
five-of-seven lifetime outings at this mile trip on the main track; contender. 
WHATEVERYBODYWANTS drops in class and will wear blinkers for the 
first time in this spot looking for form reversal for trainer Michelle Lovell, 
who will saddle this guy for just the second time this afternoon. Illinois-
bred son of Giant Oak is a stakes winner and graded stakes placed, but he 
hasn’t visited the winner’s circle in over a year and his form has been 
suspect since last fall. The slight cut back in distance suits, however, as 
does the class drop; threat. RUNNING BACK drops back into claiming 
company and won his last start for a tag versus “non-winners of two 
lifetime” foes at a seven-furlong trip at Churchill Downs for fun. On the 
down side, his form has been erratic against winners, and he stretches out 
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to a distance at which he’s zero-for-two lifetime; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-4-1-3 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The chestnut mare MISS COBBLESTONE drops in for a quarter off a pair of 
efforts against open $40K types in Louisville, and she won her last start on 
this class level for trainer Bernie Flint by open lengths. Daughter of Afleet 
Alex will like turning back to a distance at which she has finished in the 
money in two-of-three lifetime starts and while she prefers to settle and 
make one-run, she doesn’t have to come from out of the clouds to be a 
factor (note the start last June 11 at Churchill where she stalked a hot 
pace and drew off hooking open $40K types). I like that Brian Hernandez, 
Jr. stays put; rates top billing. BIG RED SEVEN was only a quarter-length 
off the top choice in her last race, and she was a respectable second of 
seven two starts back for a $25K price tag under the Twin Spires. Hold Me 
Back mare has a past dirt win at Ellis to her credit, although her lifetime 
numbers at this eight-furlong distance on the main track are not inspiring. 
She fits on this class level, however; contends on the drop. DELUSIONAL K 
K is a very consistent chestnut daughter of Kodiak Kowboy that has 
finished in the money in an impressive 19-of-25 lifetime starts, and I like 
how she has retained sharp form while ascending in class in her past three 
starts. She stretches out in distance slightly off her past two outings, and 
six and a half-panels seems to be right in her wheelhouse. She figures to 
get a good trip stalking an honest early pace; threat. The Tar Heel-bred 
DUSTEM CAROLINA has enjoyed a good campaign in 2017, as she has been 
first-or-second in four-of-six starts this year after going zero-for-11 in 
2016. She’s a tick cheap for this crew, but I like than she turns back in 
distance off her past four starts, she has effective tactical speed, and has 
never missed the trifecta from five lifetime starts at today’s six and a half-
furlong trip; has a shot in a competitive affair. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-4-6-2 
 
 
RACE THREE 
The veteran campaigner HIGHROLLER DAVE has been knocking on the 
door on the rise of late for trainer Eric Foster, whose outfit points for this 
meet and has seen 50 percent of its starters at the tilt finish first-or-
second. Gelded son of Don’t Get Mad was rolling late at a six-furlong trip in 
his last start in Henderson two weeks ago, and he gets an extra sixteenth 
of a mile to work with in this spot. He has faced the razor-sharp Ship 
Disturber in two-of his past four races and was a useful second against a 
competitive field of open $7,500 types three starts back. He broke a little 
flat-footed in his last start and is at his best when engaged early in the 
race; gets the nod. TWIRLING CINNAMON ran a big race in his last start—



	 3	

his first off the claim for trainer Tom Amoss off a near two-month layoff—
where he overcame a rough trip as the favorite facing similar stock, 
beating next-out winner Frost Or Frippery by open lengths in the process. 
He’ll be tighter this time around in his second start off the shelf, and $10K 
seems to be the current class level at which this gelding is at his best; 
contender. TRUE TEN got bumped around at the start in his last race and  
that probably cost him second, though he did finish two lengths and change 
behind the top choice in that heat. Bay son of Rock Hard Ten will love the 
slight stretch out, as he has never missed the exacta at this six and a half-
furlong trip on dirt, and he’s eligible for improvement making the third 
start of his current form cycle. The Gary Simms barn has made the most 
out of limited opportunities in 2017; threat. TIZNOW R J has improved in 
each start since switching outfits, but this bay son of Tiznow has a 
pronounced tendency to break awkwardly or slow, as he has done in his 
past four starts. The last time he broke cleanly he won, and he does have a 
past money finish at Ellis to his credit. He’s another that has a license to 
improve in his third start off the sidelines, and he’s 12-1 on the morning 
line; exotics play. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-6-4-5 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
I’m not crazy about the wide post draw, but I do like SCOUT IT OUT’s 
chances in this open $5,000 claiming affair going a flat mile on the grass, 
as this dark bay or brown daughter of Afleet Express has never been worse 
than second around two-turns on turf, and she woke up when returning to 
the grass in her last start and stretching out to an eight-furlong trip. She 
made short work of a similar field 18 days ago at 7-1 in her first start over 
the local course, and if one concentrates only on her past turf form, she 
looks double-tough in this spot; choice. The six-year-old bay mare TOO 
COOL was the beaten favorite on this class level in her most recent start, 
but she finished well while six wide behind a pair of entrants—SCOUT IT 
OUT and DISONES PRETTY—that she faces again in this spot. Daughter of 
Shakespeare out of the hard-knocking racemare Radu Cool is bred to love 
two-turns on the weeds and has never been of the board on the local turf 
course. She’ll get a ground-saving trip on the hedge; contender. DISONES 
PRETTY has a penchant for minor awards (has been second or third in 12-
of-31 lifetime starts), but the daughter of Discreetly Mine is arguably 
better on turf, and she improved in her last race for trainer Jinks Fires 
when stretching out, returning to the grass, and getting blinkers. She 
hasn’t been worse than second in her past two starts on the weeds in 
Henderson and has gradually improved since hooking open claiming 
company; threat. FOG HAPPENS likes the local turf course and takes a 
lateral class move from $12,500 down to $10K company at Lone Star into 
this $5K affair, but this eight-year-old daughter of Mizzen Mast hasn’t had 
her picture taken since last October and is an uninspiring one for her past 
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10. There’s enough pace in this heat to set up the closer’s late kick, but this 
course has been pretty kind to speed types all meet long; rallies in the lane 
for a minor placing. 
 
SELECTIONS: 10-1-3-2 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
CANDY LOU is the most experienced entrant in a five-furlong maiden 
allowance affair for juvenile fillies that came up soft, she has improved 
with distance, and she was in deep waters facing the likes of Happy Like A 
Fool and eventual stakes winner Buy Sell Hold at Keeneland this spring. 
The best effort of her career to date was on the turf, where she bobbled at 
the start, was four-wide at the quarter-pole, and managed to finish second 
of nine, beaten four lengths and change by a daylight winner, but she has a 
past board finish on dirt. Sidney’s Candy filly is the proven speed of the 
race and is eligible for improvement making her third start off a layoff; 
choice, gate-to-wire. TOUCHDOWN TROJANS is a $100,000 daughter of 
Shanghai Bobby that has been a one-paced fourth in both her prior starts 
at Churchill Downs, the most recent of which coming over a “sloppy”, 
sealed racetrack on June 23. Bay filly has plenty of upside making just her 
third career start and will run with blinkers for the first time this 
afternoon for the Asmussen barn; improvement expected. LA FEMME 
ROYALE is a first-time starter by Tale of Ekati that will go postward for 
trainer Mark Casse, whose outfit hits at a solid win clip not only with two-
year-olds, but also with first-time starters. Homebred is out of a Smoke 
Glacken mare, and this filly sports an extensive, gap-free public work tab 
since early May; demands your attention in the paddock and post parade—
watch the tote board. C. S. INCHARGE is a daughter of Take Charge Indy 
out of an Unbridled’s Song mare and is a half sister to the grade one stakes 
placed Cherry Wine. Her dam was a two-time winner in two-turn turf races.  
Her first-crop sire was a two-turn dirt router, but he does have the stakes 
placed juvenile Gorgeous Ginny, who was second in the Landaluce Stakes 
at Santa Anita on July 2 to his credit. She has been training forwardly 
since early June for trainer Dale Romans, who is more than capable of 
getting one to fire right out of the box; can’t pitch her and feel good about 
it. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-6-7-5 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The chestnut colt ZIPP ON BY will take his first crack at winners in this 
spot, but he has yet to run a bad race for trainer Ian Wilkes and is coming 
off a gritty maiden score at Churchill at the healthy price of 10-1. 
$105,000 City Zip colt out of a Cherokee Run mare is bred top and bottom 
to sprint, and this fleet-of-foot fellow ran a brave race on debut breaking 
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from the two-hole, carving out splits of : 22 3/5, :46 1/5, and 1:10 flat 
before tiring in the lane to finish third, beaten just three-parts of a length 
for second and two lengths and change for all the money. He’s the “speed of 
the speed” in this five and a half-furlong turf sprint, is bred to relish the 
surface change to grass, and I especially like how he showed a new 
dimension by rating off the pace when he broke his maiden in Louisville 
back on June 25. He has two works under his belt since that effort, 
including a “bullet” five-furlong move in Louisville eight days ago in 1:00 
2/5. He has plenty of upside making just his third career start; choice. 
CRAWFORD was one-paced in the stretch drive in his turf debut on Fourth 
of July in Henderson, but he figured to need that effort returning to the 
races off a near two-month layoff. Bay son of Majesticperfection probably 
got a lot out of that race, will be tighter this go-around, and has 
demonstrated mild improvement with the addition of blinkers two starts 
back. Throw out his effort in the Bachelor Stakes, where he hooked next-
out winner Recruiting Ready, and his career debut, where he faced next-
out winner and eventual stakes winner En Hanse, and his form is a lot 
more palpable; contender. CLASSIC COTTON hasn’t been seen at the races 
in nearly three months, but he broke his maiden at Gulfstream Park off a 
lengthy layoff in 1:10 3/5, and he returns to the allowance ranks off a pair 
of efforts against stakes company. $280,000 son of High Cotton (by Dixie 
Union) out of a Montbrook mare has hints of green in his pedigree and will 
try the turf for the first time in this heat, and he did all the heavy lifting on 
the front-end in the William Walker Stakes at Churchill, setting a pace of 
:21 4/5, :45 1/5, and :57 2/5 before tiring late to cross the line second, only 
to be disqualified to fifth for lugging in and impeding rivals on the 
backstretch. He has been training forwardly during his time away from the 
races for trainer Troy Wismer and is sitting on a pair of sharp five-panel 
breezes; fires fresh. THE GIPPER turned his form around when he dropped 
in for a tag for the first time four starts back in Hot Springs, but he has 
retained honest form while moving up in class for the Brad Cox barn, an 
outfit that is winning at a gaudy 55 percent clip at the tilt. His past two 
losses in the starter allowance ranks have come at the hands of useful 
horses such as Because It’s Time and Hold Me Black, and he has a license 
to improve in his third start off the sidelines. Son of First Samurai (by 
Giant’s Causeway) is out of a speedy graded stakes-placed daughter of 
Cape Canaveral and should be handle to handle the surface change to 
grass, but this is a pretty competitive turf sprint and he steps up in class. 
He’ll take plenty of action with the Cox barn firing on all cylinders; figures 
for part, taking a stand against for top honors. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-5-9-1 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
The sophomore filly PAOLA broke from the 11-hole and broke outward 
when the latch was sprung without a horse to her outside, yet still had a 
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enough foot to assume a stalking position. She made a wide move at the 
five-sixteenths pole in that heat, swept to the lead at the quarter-pole but 
was on her wrong lead at the eighth-pole and was dead in the water. She 
had a right to get tired late in the debut run, she was less than four lengths 
behind a next-out winner in that affair, and she will surely be tighter in her 
second career start. She’ll step up out of the $30K maiden claiming ranks, 
but this is a weak maiden allowance contest; rates top billing. I’VE GOT 
GRACE is a bay daughter of Smoke Glacken that will try the dirt for the 
first time in this spot for trainer Dallas Stewart, and this filly is coming off 
a pair of respectable efforts sprinting on the grass at Churchill and 
Arlington, respectively. She’s bred to relish the surface change to dirt and 
the slight stretch out to this six-furlong trip and while the wide post draw 
is a killer, she will likely improve in her second start off a layoff. 
Sophomore miss faced a pair of next-out winners on debut at Arlington last 
summer, and was only beaten five lengths and change in her last start off a 
lengthy hiatus despite being in the five-path at the top of the stretch. She’s 
8-1 on the morning line; overlay material. MISS STALWART is a well-bred 
$270,000 daughter of Flatter out of a Quiet American mare that will make 
her career debut for trainer Dale Romans. There are several significant 
gaps in her work tab at the Elloree Training Center in South Carolina, but 
she has been training forwardly since arriving in Louisville for an outfit 
that is capable of leading one over to pop on debut; demands your attention 
in the paddock and post parade—keep an eye on the tote board. MAGNA G 
FORCE demonstrated marked improvement when turning back in distance 
and getting Lasix for the first time in her last race—her first off a near 
seven-month layoff. She clearly benefitted from the time off, has gone off at 
boxcar odds in all three of her prior starts, and she’s by Run Away and 
Hide (by City Zip)— a sire that gets runners (Ten City, Run Away, Are You 
Kidding Me, etc.). She’ll be tighter this go-around and gets in light with the 
five-pound “bug boy” named for the riding assignment; can bolster exotic 
payoffs. 
 
SELECTIONS: 6-10-8-3 
 
 
RACE EIGHT 
The gray/roan filly ON HER HONOR rates a slight edge in Friday’s 
nightcap—especially at 6-1 on the morning line—as the daughter of To 
Honor and Serve has some tactical speed, has finished in the money in two-
of-three starts lifetime on the weeds, was a good second at 7-1 three starts 
back on the Matt Winn Turf Course in Louisville facing open $50K claiming 
types, and she’s in for a quarter hooking “non winners of two lifetime” 
adversaries in this affair. She’s a better horse on a synthetic surface and 
got way late in her last start at Presque Isle Downs on the Tapeta synthetic 
going at 60 cents on the dollar, but she was only beaten a nose in that heat 
by a next-out winner for a $25K tag; gets the nod. ARCELOR’s form turned 
around when she tried the Polytrack at Turfway park this past winter, but 
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she ran well in her first start for trainer Brendan Walsh in her two-turn 
debut over a “sloppy”, sealed racetrack at Indiana Grand in her most 
recent start, where she got caught up in a protracted duel and was 
bankrupt in the drive to finish five and a quarter lengths behind a next-out 
winner. She will logically move forward off that effort in this spot making 
her second start off an extended freshening, and I like that she has 
retained honest form while stepping up in class. She continues the class 
ascent in this spot and returns to a surface on which she’s zero-for-four 
lifetime, but it’s hard to knock her 2017 form and she’s 12-1 on the 
morning line for an outfit that has been hot in Kentucky this spring and 
summer; threat on the rise. TIZTHESOUND returns to the claiming ranks 
in this spot for trainer Dale Romans and this chestnut daughter of Tiz 
Wonderful sports solid past form when she has been offered up for a tag. 
She was only a neck off the win the last time she was on this class level on 
the grass two starts back under apprentice jockey Rayan Gazader, and she 
was very wide at the head of the lane in her last start facing allowance 
company. She’s favorably drawn to the inside this afternoon; contender. 
REMEMBER THE ALIMO is a well-bred Uncle Mo filly that will step up to 
try winners for the first time in this spot, but she takes the next natural 
progression up in class for the Brad Cox barn. Bay miss gets wheeled back 
off 17 days rest after delivering as the chalk in Henderson on the dirt at 40 
cents on the dollar, and she was only a half-length off the win in a blanket 
finish in her only previous turf start, demonstrating a nice turn of foot to 
get into position then staying on well in the drive. The wide post draw is a 
concern, but Corey Lanerie stays with her; can’t eliminate with confidence. 
 
SELECTIONS: 5-6-2-10 


