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Ellis Park: Summer Meet 2017 
Twelfth Day: Saturday, July 22, 2017 
Post Time: 1:50 P.M. Eastern 
Ellis Park Meet Stats: 95-26-17-12—27%W, 58%ITM 
 
Note: Selections are made in order, first through fourth 
 
RACE ONE 
The eight-year-old campaigner E.M. MAXIMUS will make his third start off 
the shelf off three weeks rest for trainer Ron Moquett—whose outfit led 
over Elizabeth Nicole ($28) to win yesterday’s fifth race—and this chestnut 
son of Silver Train was a respectable third in his last start facing similar 
stock to be beaten three lengths and change by next-out winner More Than 
Shirl. He had a wide post draw and wide trip in his last start, is more 
favorably drawn to the inside in this spot, and NOBADEER and POLITICAL 
JUSTICE should carve out enough early pace to set up his late kick; gets 
the nod. 10-time winner SKY BLUE MONGOLIA has never been off the 
board from three prior starts in Henderson, and he’s coming off his first 
win in 2017, where he bested $5K conditioned claiming types at Indiana 
Grand back on June 16. He turns back to a distance at which he’s zero-for-
nine lifetime, but he should get a dream trip on the fence under Corey 
Lanerie—who had a three-bagger on yesterday’s card— sitting just off a 
legitimate early pace; contender. POLITICAL JUSTICE will be an early pace 
presence in this heat along with fellow gray NOBADEER, who breaks just to 
his inside, and this fellow was game in his last race when he cleared the 
“non winners of a race in a year” condition dueling throughout quick splits 
at a five-panel trip and prevailing by a clear length on the line. He did take 
to the local surface, but his form has been feast or famine this year. He gets 
wheeled back of 19 days rest off a taxing effort; figures for part, taking a 
stand against for top honors. NOBADEER’s form has been going south of 
late, but he does have an open length win to his credit against open 
claiming types for a nickel in Hot Springs back in March, and he’s a fast 
horse that has a comparable early lick to POLITICAL JUSTICE, who breaks 
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just to his outside. He has posted wins the past two times jockey Declan 
Cannon has been in the boot, and his lackluster current form may enhance 
his odds; hangs around for a minor award with a top effort. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-2-4-1(part of entry) 
 
 
RACE TWO 
The Mineshaft filly FORTY CHRISTINA takes a two-pronged class drop in 
this spot from a dime to a nickel for Hall of Fame trainer Jack Van Berg, 
and the best effort of her career to date was when she broke well and 
caught a “fast” racetrack two starts back at Churchill at a one-turn, eight-
furlong setup, where she was only beaten two lengths for all the money at 
35-1. I like the rider change to Channing Hill, and she’s eligible for 
improvement making the third start of her current form cycle; contends on 
the drop. BOOMTIDEROCK is another entrant on the drop, and this Super 
Saver filly has never ben in this cheap. I’m drawing a line through her last 
start on the turf—a surface she clearly didn’t care for—she has some early 
foot on the dirt in route races, and she gets an advantageous inside post 
draw in this eight-furlong affair that starts on the clubhouse turn; turf-to-
dirt angle playable. SHOT GLASS will make her first start for a new outfit 
off 19 days rest and stretch out to a mile for the first time. Bay daughter of 
Trappe Shot was a one-paced fourth on debut facing $5,000 maiden 
claiming company, but she has plenty of upside making just her second 
career start and she’s bred—top and bottom—to relish the added distance 
(she’s a granddaughter of Tapit out of a Seattle Slew mare); threat. RUBY 
FALLS hit her best stride too late in her last start at a six-furlong trip, and 
she acts as if this one-mile affair will be right in her wheelhouse for trainer 
Gary House, who points his stock for this meet annually. She ran like she 
needed her last start off a two-month plus layoff, will be tighter this go-
around, and put forth the best effort of her career to date in her last race—
her first trying $5K company. Blinkers off noted; some things to like. 
 
SELECTIONS: 2-1-6-8 
 
 
RACE THREE 
There is plenty of early pace signed on in this five and a half-furlong sprint, 
but GRAY RANSOM is the proverbial “speed of the speed” in this spot and 
drops in class while making his first start off the claim for trainer Jack 
Van Berg, whose outfit wins at a high-percentage after haltering one out of 
its last start. Gray gelding has finished in the money in 50 percent of his 
lifetime starts, and he did all the heavy lifting on the front end before 
succumbing to a daylight, next-out winner in his last start; capable of 
running this field of their collective feet. THE LAST PROPHET woke up on 
the drop in his last start at Ellis three weeks ago, and he was making up 
ground late in that affair despite getting bumped around and carried out 
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wide in his first start off the claim for the Chris Hartman barn, an outfit 
that spots its stock effectively. Student Council colt took to the local strip, 
and jockey Corey Lanerie stays put; contender. START A WAR’s best 
recent form has come at distances from seven-furlongs to a mile and he 
turns back to a five and a half furlong trip in this spot. He does take a 
marked class drop, however, and exits a “live” $16K conditioned claiming 
race at Churchill Downs back on June 30. Bay gelding couldn’t handle the 
top choice three starts back, but jockey Didiel Osorio has been riding well 
at the tilt and the class drop certainly works in his favor; threat. BENNY 
SPECIAL is a front-running Florida-bred that broke his maiden for a nickel 
at “The Pea Patch” back on July 1 at nearly 9-1, and this gelded son of 
Benny the Bull has never run a bad race in his career. On the down side, he 
will hook winners for the first time and catches a field choc-full of front-
running types. I can excuse the Fairmount loss, as he got loose in the post 
parade prior to the race, but his maiden score was aided by a speed-
favoring strip; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 7-1-4-2 
 
 
RACE FOUR 
The bay Quality Road filly JET AWAY SUE’s form has turned around since 
trainer Randy Morse gave his charge some time off and changed surfaces 
to the turf course, as she has put forth a pair of good races in her past two 
turf sprint starts. She was the beaten chalk in Henderson 19 days ago 
facing comparable adversaries, but she was bumped around at the start 
and six-wide at the quarter-pole in that heat. She was all dressed up with 
nowhere to go in the penultimate effort at Churchill and has a license to 
improve in the third start of her current form cycle; choice. 
TIZAHANDFUL has finished in the money in five-of-nine starts lifetime 
sprinting on the grass, and her tactical speed will serve her well in this 
spot, as she’s handy enough to sit just off a hot pace and finish. She was a 
length and change off the top choice in her last start but has been 
freshened up since that race and is capable of winning off the shelf; 
contender. ON PROBATION has a penchant for place money, but she has 
solid lifetime turf form and beat the top choice on the square by a half-
length in her last start at 25-1. The lone win of her career was on the dirt, 
and she seems like a horse that is a bit tricky to ride, as she has to be 
produced at the right time to win. She does have a versatile running style, 
however, and has finished on the money in five-of-six starts this year; 
threat. ANGELO’S ASHES broke her maiden for a high-end claiming tag in 
her first start for trainer Eddie Kenneally two starts back at Churchill, and 
the gray daughter of Exchange Rate impressed on that day going gate-to-
wire in 1:10 1/5 after setting splits of :21 2/5, :44 4/5, and :57 1/5. She 
gave a good account of herself in her first start against winners, but she’s 
zero-for-three lifetime on the weeds and is a front-runner in a field with a 
lot of early pace; more interested as the price increases. 
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SELECTIONS: 7-3-5-6 
 
 
RACE FIVE 
SKY PROMISE was the beaten favorite at 90 cents on the dollar in his two-
turn turf debut in his last start at Arlington Park, but he ran well in that 
heat to be third of seven, as he was only beaten two lengths for all the 
money and missed second by a scant nose. Bay Sky Mesa colt hooked a 
nice Todd Pletcher-trained colt on debut at Keeneland and the talented 
Copper Bullet in his second start at Churchill—both of those efforts in dirt 
sprint races. The post draw is a concern, but this improving juvenile colt 
has plenty of upside and has some sneaky back class; rates top billing. Like 
the top choice, JUST LIKE RICHIE faced a couple of nice juveniles in the 
form of Amberspatriot and Mo Diddley in his first two starts, and this 
Divine Park colt is bred to love the stretch out around two-turns and, 
especially, the surface change to the grass. I’ll cut him a break in his last 
start, where he was bumped at the break and lost interest, and he’ll wear 
blinkers for the fist time this afternoon. I like the rider to change to Miguel 
Mena; threat at a price if he gets away from the gate in good order. 
CREATIVE CAPITAL didn’t show much in his career debut at Churchill 
Downs back in late June for trainer Kenny McPeek, but this fellow got 
some race experience under his belt and he’ll run with Lasix for the first 
time this afternoon. Creative Cause (by Giant’ Causeway) colt out of an 
Indian Charlie mare is bred to handle the surface change to turf, to relish 
the added distance, and he’s sitting on a “bullet” half-mile breeze at 
Churchill a week ago in :47 4/5; improvement expected. BREAKIN 
DAYLIGHT faced a nice colt and next-out inner in Ten City on debut in 
Lexington back in April, but his form has been a bit dicey since that effort, 
as he was a well-beaten third of four in the slop at Belmont in his next start 
in a six-furlong race that went in a pedestrian 1:13 3/5. More Than Ready 
colt out of a Sadler’s Wells mare is bred to love the grass but didn’t pick his 
feet up on it in his last start in New York; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 9-4-1-2 
 
 
RACE SIX 
The gray Unbridled’s Song gelding MY EMINENCE has never been worse 
than fourth in his career and has faced some nice horses in his past four 
starts in the maiden special weight and maiden claiming ranks (Pocket 
Square, Curlins Vow, December Seven, etc.). He’ll try to overcome a case of 
seconditis in this spot, but he’s eligible to move forward in the third start of 
his current form cycle, and I like the slight stretch out to this one-mile trip. 
He should get a great trip stalking the pace under jockey Chris Landeros; 
choice. LEADING CAUSE will be plenty fit turning back in distance off three 
races at trips from a mile and a sixteenth to a mile and a quarter, and this 
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gray fellow hasn’t been off the board for the Sims barn since returning the 
races after taking the winter off. Jack Gilligan knows him well, but the 
wide post draw is detrimental; contends nonetheless. WORTHY is a 
$100,000 Elusive Quality colt that gave a good account of himself on debut 
at Ellis 19 days ago, as he was fourth of 11, beaten five lengths and change 
for all the dough despite getting bumped around at the break. He’ll likely 
improve on that effort in this spot and is bred top and bottom (he’s out of 
an Unbrideld’s Song mare) to love the extra distance and to handle the 
surface change to the main track. He has a useful half-mile maintenance 
move under his belt since the debut run; turf-to-dirt, sprint-to-route angles 
are attractive. HEAR BOUT IT LATER packed it in after a half-mile in his 
debut run and hasn’t been seen at the races since that effort last November 
in Louisville. Trainer Darrin Miller’s barn wins at a high-percentage with 
horses returning to the races off long vacations, and he hooked the 
eventual graded stakes placed campaigner Untrapped in the debut run. He 
attracts the services of Corey Lanerie and the price will be right; don’t 
ignore. 
 
SELECTIONS: 4-9-5-1 
 
 
RACE SEVEN 
FRED’STWIRLINCANDY was a one-paced sixth in his career debut in 
Louisville, but this son of Twirling Candy has plenty of room for 
improvement making just his second career start, and he’s bred to love the 
stretch out around two-turns and the surface change to turf. Trainer Lon 
Wiggins wins at a solid clip with his juvenile stock, and this fellow has been 
training forwardly since the debut effort. Calvin Borel on the rail is always 
a good sign and he’s 10-1 on the morning line; dirt-to-turf, sprint-to-route 
angles have merit. CASH KITTEN gets wheeled back off 18 days rest for 
the Asmussen barn and his first start isn’t as bad as it looks at first-glance 
on paper, as he broke from the 12-hole and was only beaten four lengths 
for all the money. Kitten’s Joy colt is cut out to be a two-turn turf horse 
and will likely move forward in his second career start with race 
experience and a two-turn route heat under his belt; contender. GRANDPA 
FRANK is a first-time starter by Creative Cause out of a stakes-placed A.P. 
Indy mare that will debut for the white-hot Brad Cox barn at a two-turn 
trip on the weeds. Gray colt sports a gap-free, sharp work tab since late 
May, and it’s difficult to ignore anything this barn currently leads over at 
the meet; capable right out of the box. BO TEE failed to beat a horse on 
debut at Ellis Park on July 1, but this bay son of Kitten’s Joy will relish the 
stretch out around two-turns in this spot and, more importantly, the 
surface change to turf for trainer Jinks Fires. He has plenty of upside 
making just his second career start, and he probably got a lot out of his 
first race fitness-wise. Expect him to be more in touch with the early pace 
on the stretch out, and he’s an overlay at 8-1 on the morning line; don’t 
ignore. 
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SELECTIONS: 1-6-3-5 
 
 
RACE EIGHT—The Don Bernhardt Stakes 
The chestnut WILBO has won two of three lifetime starts at this six and a 
half-furlong trip, and the son of Candy Ride (Arg) gets away from graded 
stakes winners Limousine Liberal and Green Mask, respectively, in this 
spot for trainer Chris Hartman. He should get a great trip from his inside 
post draw stalking a pace carved out by SEVENTH SENSE (TUR) and 
MANHATTAN MISCHIEF and fueled by BLACK BEAR, and he has a prior 
money finish over the local strip to his credit. He’s a nice horse that won a 
tough high-end optional claiming/money since allowance heat two starts 
back at Churchill Downs in 1:09 2/5; rates top billing in a competitive race. 
THE TRUTH OR ELSE is another that gets away from Limousine Liberal 
this afternoon in addition to the multiple graded stakes winner Honorable 
Duty, who beat him last December in New Orleans. Chestnut son of Yes It’s 
True is a stakes winner at a middle distance on dirt this year, and six and a 
half-furlongs seems to be right in his wheelhouse. He’s a deep closer on a 
racetrack that isn’t conducive to that running style, but the early fractions 
will be swift in this affair, which will set up his late kick; comes running in 
the lane. BLACK BEAR is a hard-knocking veteran that just missed 
winning this race by a half-length last year, and he has never been off the 
board at this six and a half-furlong trip on the main track. Draw a line 
through his last race, where he stumbled badly at the start and lost all 
chance and the effort in the Count Fleet Sprint Handicap (G3), where he 
hooked the monster sprinter Whitmore, and his form is more palpable. 
He’s been freshened up for this and is a juicy 6-1 on the morning line; lots 
to like. The Turkish bred colt SEVENTH SENSE (TUR) aired as the favorite 
in his last start at Churchill Downs on June 15, where he was on the bridle 
from the outset and set splits of :21 2/5, :44 2/5, :56 3/5 and 1:09 2/5 
while winning by open lengths against “a other than” allowance company. 
He put forth a similar effort when he broke his maiden at Santa Anita last 
March, but he didn’t re-visit the winner’s circle until June of 2017. He 
steps up in class and will have to deal with MANHATTAN MISCHIEF when 
they spring the latch; tab for a minor award. 
 
SELECTIONS: 1-5-3-7 
 
 
RACE NINE 
WATHNAN looks like a solid play to steal the nightcap on the front-end, as 
the gelded son of Kitten’s Joy is the “speed of the speed” in a race that is 
heavy with late-running types, and he stretches out in distance off three 
consecutive sprints. His last two starts sprinting on the grass at 
Gulfstream Park against tougher foes are solid, and he has never been in 
this cheap. He returns to the races of a brief freshening and ran a big race 
in his last start off the shelf against much tougher stock; choice, gate-to-
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wire. MALIBU WEST woke up on the drop in his last start and continues his 
descent in class in this affair for the high-percentage Mike Maker outfit. I 
like how this well-bred son of Smart Strike out of a Tapit mare ran twice 
and stayed on willingly in his last start against slightly tougher 
adversaries, and he’s in snug in this affair for a $7,500 tag; contender. 
RED AGAIN has retained lackluster form despite dropping in class, though 
he did wake up a bit in his last start at Arlington over a Polytrack surface. 
He has the pedigree to handle the turf (by Mineshaft out of a Smart Strike 
mare) and has never been in this cheap for the Mott stable. The wide post 
draw hurts, but there are no world-beaters in this spot; threat. MIDNIGHT 
YELL dips in class and will sport blinkers for the first time for a barn that 
has made the most out of limited opportunities in 2017 after failing to 
impress on debut for a dime back on July 2 at “The Pea Patch”. Texas-bred 
has a license for improvement in just his second career start; useful in the 
exotics. 
 
SELECTIONS: 3-6-10-8  
     


